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ANNUAL BANQUET PACKS HALL
M
embers
from all over St.
Lawrence County, NY; Ontario;
and Quebec enjoyed an April Fools Day
Dinner at the Louisville Community
Hall.
The featured speaker was Charles
LaShombe, Chairman of The Heritage
Grist Mill Association, Inc. of Norwood.
He discussed progress in restoring the
Harison-Morley Grist Mill (see page 3
for details).
Everyone brought a special dish, but
special thanks goes to Pat Shirley and
others who prepared the meats and set up
the serving table.
Some members drove long distances to
be at the dinner, especially those from
Canada.
Our ace photographer drove in from
Georgia just to get a picture of everyone.
See if you can find yourself in the next
few pages.
c

President Gary Hargrave (l) with
Charles LaShombe (r), Chairman of the
Heritage Grist Mill Association, at the
Annual Banquet.

coming events...

Sketch of the
HarisonMorley Grist
Mill
at
Morley, NY by
Goodrich. The
mill is being
restored
by
the Heritage
Grist
Mill
Association.
Its Chairman
was
the
speaker at the
Annual
Banquet.

CANTON SHOW PLANS UNDERWAY

M

any changes in the organization
and layout of the Annual Gas &
Steam Engine Show at Canton promise
to make this year’s the best ever.
The show will be held June 10 -11 in
conjunction
with
the
Canton
Sportsman’s Club at their grounds. It
will include a full range of activities
including an antique tractor pull on
Sunday.
The
major
change
involves
consolidation of the display areas to
assure that those attending get to see
everything. Tractors, engines, and
vendors will be conveniently near each
other.
Parking will be moved to the former
engine display area so that it does not
divide activities. Parking will not be

April 1
June 10-11
Sept. 2-3
Rt.15

permitted on the public road near the
entrance. This will eliminate complaints
from neighbors.
A new food and beverage concession
will be added closer to the displays. As
before, this will be operated by the
Sportsman’s Club.
Breakfasts will be served at the
registration area, again prepared by the
Association’s members. It is a great way
to start the day.
Perimeter fencing will help reduce the
number of unpaid entries. All vehicles
will be required to enter at the main
gate.
President Gary Hargrave asks that each
member make a special effort to
participate in the show. Even if you bring
only one engine, tractor, or other display,

Annual Banquet of the Association at Wilson Hall, Louisville
Community Church, Louisville (near Massena), NY.
18th Annual St. Lawrence Gas & Steam Engine Association
Show at the Canton Sportsman’s Club.
St. Lawrence Gas & Steam Engine Association’s Annual Old
Fashion Harvest Days Show, Hutchinson Farm on
between Heuvelton and Rensselaer Falls.

SOME WELL FED FOLKS AT THE ANNUAL BANQUET

TREASURER’S NOTE
Dues collection is underway for the year
2000. Payment can be made by mail or
at any meeting or show. Just see
Treasurer Bill Shirley or any other
officer. Those who are paid up to date
will see “00” next to their name on the
address label.

Other Up-Coming Events:
April 30: Hanford Mills Arbor Day Celebration at the Hanford Mills Museum, East Meredith, NY. (800) 295-4992.
May 6: Chautauqua County Antique Equipment Club’s Spring Gas-Up at Jamestown, NY. (716) 483-0134.
May 20-21: Century Museum and Collectors Association’s Antique Machinery and Rural Life Days Festival at the Dutchess
County Fairgrounds, Rhinebeck, NY. (914) 635-3217 or (914) 266-5212.
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OLD IRON (or How My Grandfather
Weaseled Me Into Old Engines) by Ben Wiseman

M

y grandfather, Ted Utess, has
accomplished many interesting
things from owning a boat canvas shop
to restoring an antique Piper Cub.
Together we have had many
adventures.
One of his latest hobbies is buying
and restoring antique gasoline engines.
He has owned a variety from a 5 H.P.
United to a 1 1/2 H.P. Jaeger. This is
where I come in.
One of his engine buddies, David
Robedee, had seen me with my
grandfather (Ted Utess) on my many
visits to his garage. I guess he grew
fond of me.
Not long after I first met Dave, my
grandfather told me that Dave was
going to give me a two-cylinder
Maytag washing machine engine. Dave
explained to us that this was an engine
that he could not get to run.
After long hours of thinking, we
figured out the problem. The magnets
were off in the flywheel, and we fixed it
right away. I still have that engine
today.
On my 14th birthday, Grandpa said
my present was out on the patio. The
whole family walked out with me to

THE HARISONMORLEY GRIST
MILL

C
Frank and Jean Shephard plowing at Old
Fashion Harvest Days Show last year.
find the dirtiest old engine in the East. It
was a 2 H.P. Fairbanks-Morse cement
mixing engine.
Over the winter in his wood-heated
garage, Grandpa and I would work on
cleaning and restoring this engine all day
long. We would come into the house
with greasy black hands and eat dinner
with Gramma.
Now that I am 16 and becoming more
independent, grandfather does not think
he will see much of me. I will be with
him when he goes to the engine shows
and be there to help him whenever he
asks.
The time we spent together is great,
and I know the memories will last

harles LaShombe is not only a
member of our Association, but
also Chairman of the Heritage Grist Mill
Association, Inc.
Speaking at the Annual Banquet, he
emphasized the similar goals of the two
organizations. Both are involved in
preserving the local history of how
people lived and worked.
The Grist Mill at Morley was powered
by a water turbine. However, he noted
that at times of low water other sources
of power were required. The invention of
the internal combustion engine answered
that need.
The Mill is to be the center piece for a
larger program for his Association.
Future displays and activities will include
other aspects of early life in the region.
The H.G.M.A. has received substantial
funding
from
government,
local
businesses, and its members. However,
engineering and other restoration costs
can be very high.
Charles invites anyone interested in the
objectives of the his Association to join
them.
e
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President: Gary Hargrave, 10 River St.,
Norwood, NY 13668. (315) 353-2888. E
-mail: Harg43@aol.com.
Vice President: James (Jim) McGraw,
3385 US Hwy. 11, Dekalb Junction, NY
13630.
(315)
347-2362.
E-mail:
jmcgraw@ekcs.neric.org.
Secretary:
Roger Austin, 410
Stevenson Rd., Rensselaer Falls, NY
13680. (315) 344-7470 (through
October) or (912) 453-3640. E-mail
rsaustin@accucomm.net.
Treasurer: William (Bill) Shirley, 50
Lincoln Dr., Massena, NY 13662. (315)
769-7912. Email: carjunky62@aol.com.
e

LADIES CORNER
The many ladies who support the old
iron habit of their husband or boy
friend are greatly appreciated.
However, a number of ladies in the
Association have expressed interest in
starting some new activities such as

Volunteers will soon be needed to
help set up the Canton Show. Anyone
who wishes to help should call one of
the officers. Work begins about one
month before the event. Thanks !!

Officers

Tony Laclair of Moira came to last year’s show at Canton with
this dump truck.. Can you identify it?

those that occupied women during the
times when the old engines were the
new technology.
Ideas put forth at the recent banquet
included candle making, quilting, soap
making, crocheting, knitting, tatting,
and pressed flowers.
Some of the ladies were interested in

learning these skills, and some were
willing to share them.
Anyone interested in supporting these
or other ideas they might have should
contact Carol Austin at (315) 344-7470.
If enough interest is expressed, a
meeting will be held to share ideas and
develop a plan.
n

Annual Banquet draws big crowd at Louisville.
Grist Mill at Morley featured in speech.
Rogues gallery of members.
Old iron from a young member.
Women Unite!!

inside...
St. Lawrence Gas & Steam Engine Association, Inc.
Roger Austin, Secretary
410 Stevenson Road
Rensselaer Falls, NY 13680
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