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CANTON SHOW OVERCOMES BAD WEATHER 

coming events... August 12 Festival of North Country Folklife, Robert Moses State Park,  
  Massena. The Association will display engines and tractors.  
  Your machines are urgently needed. Please contact Bill 
Shirley. 
August 26-27 Antique Gas &Steam Engine Show, Stone Mills, between  
  Watertown and Lafargeville. Call 315-658-2353. 
Sept. 2-3 St. Lawrence Gas & Steam Engine Association’s Annual Old 
   Fashion Harvest Days Show, Hutchinson Farm on 
Rt.15.   between Heuvelton and Rensselaer Falls. 
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B ad weather threatened the Canton 

Show all week. However, it was 

still successful. 

 Over one-third of the membership 

participated with 70 registered. In 

addition, nine new members signed up 

(see page 3). Two former members were 

reinstated. There were many guest 

displayers too. 

 Saturday greeted the optimists with a 

cool, sunny day. The gate was good with 

a good visitor turnout joining displayers 

and vendors. 

 Plans for a new layout for displayers 

dried up as soft wet ground forced many 

to higher and firmer locations. 

 There seemed to be a larger-than-usual 

number of campers. Sunday morning 

greeted them and other early risers with 

rain and chilly wind. 

 After a damp and chilly night, some 

understandably closed down their display 

and headed home. 

 However, by 9:00 AM, a hint of 

improved weather was in the air. Things 

got better the rest of the day, and late 

risers turned out in good numbers. 

 The tractor pull was well attended (see 

page 3), and the Sunday gate seemed 

unaffected by weather.  

 The only disappointment was the 

failure of two large trailer-loads of 

tractors expected to arrive from Vermont, 

but they were experiencing the same wet 

conditions and faced a long drive. 

 A special thanks is due to all those 

who helped set up on the Wednesday 

evening before the show and to the 

displayers and pullers who made the 

Mitchell Donates 1944 Fork Lift 
J im Mitchell of Potsdam has donated 

a 1944 Ross forklift to the 

Association. 

 Jim joined the Association last fall 

and will be remembered for the large 

sawmill he brought to the Harvest Days 

Show. 

 The forklift will greatly aid the 

Association in setting up for shows. 

Logs for the saw mill and the water 

tank for the steam engine are two of 

several items it can handle. 

 The Ross is an antique in its own 

right. It appears to have been built for 

military use. 

 The Shirley family picked up the 

forklift.They will have it ready for use 

at the Fall Show. It needs a little TLC 

between now and then. 

 Jim plans to be at the Fall Show. Be 

sure to visit with him and say thanks.   

      e 

Two excellent engines well cared for at the 2000 Canton Show. The Editor apologizes 

for not identifying the engines or their proud operators. Please advise the secretary. 
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More Coming Events: 
August 10-13: Pageant of Steam by the NY Steam Engine Assoc., Canandaigua, NY.  Contact 716-394-8102. 

August 11-13: Merrickville Agricultural Fair, Merrickville, Ontario. Contact 613-269-3903. 

August 26-27: Chateauguay Valley Antique Assn., Rockburn, Quebec. Contact 450-264-2248. 

September 7-10: 34th Annual Rally, Western NY Gas & Steam Engine Assoc., Alexander, NY. Contact 716-886-3423. 

September 8-10: Flywheels and Pulleys Old Time Gas & Steam Engine Show, Constableville. Contact 315-465-4206. 

for sale 
Farm and Ranch Living’s 2001 
Calendar is already here. Some were 

reserved at the Canton Show, but 18 

remain. Reserve yours by calling Roger 

Austin at 315-344-7470. 

Parts for Sickle Bar under mount side 

mower for VAI Case and for a gas 190 

Allis Chalmers Tractor.  Contact Dan 

Gardner at 315-347-3567. 

DUES & DOES 

M any members stopped by the 

registration desk at the Canton 

Show and paid their dues (only $10) for 

2000.  

 Please check your mailing label to see 

if we have recorded your payment 

correctly. An ”00” next to your name 

means you are up to date.  

 Members who have not paid their dues 

can do so at the Fall Show or mail them 

to the Treasurer. His address is on page 

4. 

 Dues cover the cost of printing and 

MORE ON THE 

MUSEUM 

D iscussions continue regarding the 

establishment of a museum of 

farm and rural life history at the 

Cornell Cooperative Extension farm 

near Canton. 

 Don Doig, coordinator for interested 

parties, and Frank Flavin, Executive 

Director of the St. Lawrence County 

Extension, will be presenting the 

concept to the Extension’s Board of 

Directors in mid-July. 

 The Association has presented Doig 

and Flavin with a letter containing a 

draft statement of interest. The letter 

indicates potential programs by the 

Association and requirements which 

need to be met by the facility. 

 Karen St. Hilaire, Executive Vice 

President of the St. Lawrence Chamber 

of Commerce, said that such a facility 

would fit well with the County’s tourism 

programs. 

 The Chamber already has compiled a 

full listing of all  museums and historical 

societies in the county for its new 

tourism brochure. 

 The museum concept provides for 

creation of a blanket organization which 

would bring together interested groups 

and individuals. Participating groups 

would retain their existing identity and 

Wanted 

Little Major Engine manufactured by 

the Chicago Flexible Shaft Company. 

Contact Ted Utess at 315-649-5540. 

THE ANDERSON VERTICAL OIL ENGINE 

T he Anderson engine featured in the 

last issue was salvaged during 

January, 1992 from the box factory at 

Heuvelton. 

 Three men were instrumental in 

returning the engine to running order: 

Gary Crowe, Paul Moore, and Bill 

Bartlett (see photo at right). This is not to 

say that many others also contributed 

much time to the effort. 

 The engine was first hauled to Crowe’s 

shops at Heuvelton. Moore remembers 

that the engine was set up and would not 

turn. 

 Crowe filled the cylinders with a mix 

of oil and kerosene.  Gary later noticed a 

puddle of oil under the engine, gave the 

fly wheels a nudge with a handy steel 

bar, and amazingly, the engine was free. 

 Moore said that folks gathered many 

Saturday afternoons at Crowe’s - just like 

at a general store. With everyone’s help, 

restoration began. 

 There were no instruction books.  

Hitching the drive to a tractor finally 

enabled it to fire up for the first time. 

 “By doing everything wrong first”, the 

team learned how to get it running. The 

afternoon someone tried to aid ignition 

with ether on the wrong cycle was one of 

the best examples of things not to do. 

 But the team did solve most of the 

problems. Now the engine starts with 

the aid of compressed air and usually 

fires off on the first or second try. 

 -oOo- 

The engine appears to have been 

manufactured between 1911-1920 by 

the Anderson Foundry & Machine 

Company of Anderson, IN. 

 Copies of two Anderson catalogs 

published around 1919-1920 describe 

engines very similar to the 

Association’s. 

 Anderson began production of 

engines in 1911. Units similar to the 

Association’s engine are described as 

the “fifth improved design” over the 

original. 

 The engines were produced entirely 

in their own plant with the exception of 

the crank shaft forging, mechanical 

oiler, and water circulating pump. 

 Anderson called its engines “semi-

diesel”.  It operates on the valveless, 

two-cycle, medium compression, solid 

fuel (sic) injection principle. Heavy 

fuel oil is injected into the combustion 

chamber near the end of the 

compression stroke.           Cont’d. on 

Bill Bartlett tends the Anderson at the 

2000 Canton Show. 
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Winners of Canton Tractor Pull Announced 

I n spite of wet conditions, the track for 

the Antique Tractor Pull was opened 

after an hour of urgently needed 

improvements. 

 There were 61 entries in 12 weight 

classes at the Canton Show. 

 The winners of the pulls are listed 

below. 

2,500 Lb. Class: 1st. Al Garrand, 2nd. 

Phil Bigarel. 

3,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Alvin Livernois, 

2nd. Al Garrand, 3rd. Otis Bishop. 

4,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Kelvin Langlois, 

2nd. Mark Jarvis, 3rd. Alvin Livernois. 

5,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Mike Dishaw, 2nd. 

Alvin Livernois, 3rd. Darrin Chapman. 

6,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Mike Livingston, 

2nd. Hal Gilbert, 3rd. Phil Bigarel. 

7,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Hal Gilbert, 2nd. 

Jim Lester, 3rd. Jim McGraw. 

8,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Dan Cole, 2nd. 

Pete Bishop, 3rd. Bill Bartlett. 

9,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Dan Cole, 2nd. 

Pete Bishop, 3rd. Ed Jordin. 

10,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Phil Bigarel, 2nd. 

Gary Livingston, 3rd. Jim McGraw. 

11,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Jim McGraw, 2nd. 

Steven Smith, 3rd. Phil Bigarel. 

12,000 Lb. Class: 1st. Steven Smith, 

2nd. Mike Livingston, 3rd. Jim McGraw. 

12,,000 Open Class: 1st. Steven Smith, 

2nd. Bob Johnson, 3rd. Gary Livingston.

         e 

New Members 

P lease welcome nine new members 

who joined the Association at the 

Canton Show: Francis Baxter of Lisbon, 

NY; Jay Bigarel of Gouverneur, NY; 

Patrick Chapman of Fort Covington, NY; 

Nick Clark of Canton, NY; Daniel Cole 

of Dekalb Junction, NY; Cole Mitchell of 

Potsdam, NY; Becky Shirley of 

Louisville, NY; and John Shirley of 

Louisville, NY. 

 Interest in the Association was shown 

by several youngsters whose parents 

helped them sign up for membership. 

 The Association is encouraging their 

membership by offering half price dues 

for junior members. 

 Sponsor a young person yourself by 

sending in his or her name and $5.00. It 

would be a great birthday present.       e 

Lorne Ross and wife check in at the 

Canton Show registration desk. 

Jim Hall’s grandson oils their Fuller & 

Johnson engine at the Show. 

Laberge & Curtis again provided a big John Deere to pull the sled in the Antique 

Tractor Pull at Canton. Behind it is a fine collection of restored John Deeres brought 

by members and others for display. 

Below: Many visitors enjoy 

seeing machines coupled with 

the gas engines. How many 

pumps do you see? 

Left: Jim McGraw and his 

John Deere at the 2000 

Canton Show Antique Tractor 

Pull. His was one of over 60 

hooks during the day - in spite 

of threatening rain. 

page 3. Anderson - Continued from 
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 The fuel is then ignited by the heat of 

compression, assisted by the heat 

stored in the combustion chamber. 

 Every upward movement of the 

piston inhales the crankcase full of air, 

which is compressed in the crankcase 

by the return piston stroke until the air 

port is uncovered. At that time the 

compressed air is transferred from the 

crankcase to the combustion chamber. 
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Officers 
President:  Gary Hargrave, 10 River St., 

Norwood, NY 13668. (315) 353-2888. E

-mail: Harg43@aol.com. 

Vice President: James (Jim) McGraw, 

3385 US Hwy. 11, Dekalb Junction, NY 

13630. (315) 347-2362. E-mail: 

jmcgraw@ekcs.neric.org. 

Secretary:  Roger Austin, 410 

Stevenson Rd., Rensselaer Falls, NY 

13680. (315) 344-7470 (through 

October) or (912) 453-3640. E-mail 

rsaustin@accucomm.net. 

Treasurer: William (Bill) Shirley, 50 

Lincoln Dr., Massena, NY 13662. (315) 

769-7912. Email: carjunky62@aol.com. 

        e 

Page 4 

 

 

Fall Show Just Weeks Away - Time to Make Plans 

I t’s time to plan your participation in 

the Old Fashion Harvest Days Show 

to be held September 2-3 at the 

Hutchinson farm near Heuvelton. 

 Less than two months remain. A 

special request goes out to those who 

have special or unusual displays to show 

them this year.  

 Interest has been shown in setting up 

a hay press and having a plowing class. 

Anyone wanting to do this or needing 

help with their display should contact 

any of the officers. 

 Everyone’s help is needed to make 

the Show as success.    e 

  

                                  Cont’d. on page 4.  

Anderson - Continued from page 3. 

 The Anderson literature states that to 

start the engine a torch is used to heat a 

hollow plug screwed into the side of 

the combustion chamber. After the 

engine starts the torch is turned out. 

The firing plug is now kept hot by 

internal combustions. 

 The Association’s diesel has no 

torch. Instead, the compressed air 

system is used to turn the engine for its 

first ignition. 

 There are other differences noted.  

The injector pumps are on the wrong 

side, and the heads differ as well. 

However, it still appears to be a Type K 

or “Oxen” with its 60 inch flywheels.

 References in recent gas engine 

books indicate the Association’s engine 

had about 100 h.p. in contrast to the 

Anderson literature’s listing of 150 h.p. 

 The Anderson literature said the 

working cycle differs from a full Diesel 

engine in that the explosive mixture is 

compressed before ignition to about 

200 psi instead of 500 to 700. No 

highly compressed air for fuel 

atomizing purposes is used. 

 “Why vertical?”, asked Anderson. 

“Because the piston weight is not 

carried on the cylinder wall nor is gritty 

matter or water (when fed into the 

mixture) pulled by gravity to the 

bottom or bearing surface. It runs 

steadier and requires a smaller 

foundation.” The engines came with a 

30 day guarantee. 

 The literature noted was published by 

the Anderson Foundry & Machine Co. 

It was found in the Anderson Library 

and was provided to Gary Crowe by 

Mr. Davis of 4985 North 300 West, 

Anderson, IN 46011. It can be 

borrowed from the Association 

Secretary.  

 Moore and Bartlett bring the big 

Anderson to life at each Canton Show. 

They have been looking for some 

younger enthusiasts to come and learn 


