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Museum 
Events 

Oct. 16, 2005, Sunday, Trustees Meeting, 1:00 pm at 309 Brandy Brook Road, Ellenburg Center, NY. 
Oct. 23, 2005, Sunday, Members Meeting, 2:00 pm,  Bill Pharoah’s home. See enclosed announcement for directions.  
Jan.  ?,  2006,  Sunday, Annual Meeting and Elections, Heuvelton Equipment Company offices, Heuvelton, NY. 
April ?, 2006, Saturday, Annual Banquet, location to be announced. 
May ?, 2006, Sunday, Members Meeting, location to be announced. 
June 10-11, 2006: 24th Annual Gas & Steam Engine Show, Canton Sportsman’s Club, Canton, NY. 
Sept. 2-3, 2006: 16th Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days, Hutchinson Farm, Heuvelton, NY. 

SEARCH FOR FUTURE 
HOME  NARROWS  

OLD FASHIONED  
HARVEST DAYS SHINE 

Member Barry Van Vleck ponders his silent Maxwell & Fitch 

while his Jaeger flywheel engine chugs at the 2005 Old Fash-

ioned Harvest Days. He and Cathy are from Rochester, NY.  

T 
he 15th Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days was 
successful in every way. The weather was beautiful, 

there were plenty of great displays, and nearly 1000 peo-
ple paid at the gate. Counting free entries including kids, 
volunteers, displayers, pullers, vendors and others, the 
total number of people participating reached nearly 
2,000. Financially, it was the best ever. 
 Dave Hebert, chairman of the event, had things orga-
nized. And he was backed by lots of volunteers. At the 
risk of leaving out someone (after the June show we for-
got to mention Bridgette McGraw who collected a whop-
ping 50:50 pot and Jim too who contributed generously 
to the purchase of trophies for the pulls), here is our list. 
 Many members helped operate Museum equipment. 
On the steam engine were Gary Hargrave and Frank 
McDonald. Ross Goodyear, Paul Moore, and Lyle 
Sloan worked the vertical saw. With Ed Shepprard on his 
corn binder         (Continued on page 4: Harvest Days Shine)   

St.  

Lawrence 

 A special meeting of Museum Members will 

be held at the home of Bill & Alice Pharoah 

on Sunday, October 23 at 2:00 pm. Look for 

an official announcement of the meeting with 

directions to the Pharoah’s home enclosed 

with this Newsletter. See you there! 

T 
he long search for land and facilities where the Mu-
seum can establish permanent displays and show 

facilities has finally born fruit. Three farms and one parcel 
of land have been identified by the land search commit-
tee and board of trustees as having the attributes worth 
membership consideration. The three farms have been 
offered for sale exclusively to the Museum, the owners 
having only an interest in supporting the Museum’s objec-
tives. None had actually considered selling their property 
until reading or hearing about our plans. 
 Not all details are yet available, but they will be dis-
cussed at the forthcoming members meeting on October 
23. See below for time and location. Some time after that 
meeting, members will vote on which of the properties 
they prefer. The four      Continued on page 2: Search) 

Don Doig, Polly and Molly provided wagon rides at the 2005 

Old Fashioned Harvest Days (photos by Cathy Van Vleck). 
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STEAM ENGINE WINTERIZED 

O 
n September 25, members Gary Hargrave, Dave 
Hebert, and Bill Clinger and Heuvelton Volunteer 

Fire Department members Curt Ethridge and Art Knauf 
met at the Hutchinson farm to give the Farquhar steam 
engine a good flushing.  
 After Gary opened every inspection port, Dave 
manned the hose and emptied an entire pumper-load of 
water at high pressure into the boiler and then the flues, 
smoke box and fire box. Much scale and ash were re-
moved, leaving clean metal to dry. 
 Gary then placed screens over the ports to ventilate 
the boiler. The engine will be stored in a barn and be 
available for further work this winter.             

TREASURER’S REPORT 

T 
reasurer Grant Thesier reported that for the year 
2005 through September 24th, income totaled 

$22,299 and included: contributions of $883 and $6,127 
to the general and development funds respectively, 
$2,030 in dues, $3,110 from the spring show, $10,143 
from the fall show, and $7 in interest. 
 Expenses during the same period totaled $9,699 and 
included: $436 for the banquet, $1,970 for the spring 
show, $4,162 for the fall show, $1,089 for insurance, 
$600 in legal fees, and $832 for printing and postage 
among others. Net income for the period was $12,600. 
There were about $450 in unpaid bills remaining from the 
fall show. 
 From January 1 through September 24, funds in the 
checking account increased from $6,027 to $12,489 and 
from $1,600 to $7,739 in the development fund’s check-
ing account. Total funds on hand were $20,227.        $ 

WANTED Allis Chalmers belly mower to fit Allis 

Chalmers Model B, C, or WC tractor. Complete or for 
parts. Contact Stanley Russell, Sr. at (518) 594-3441.   

Gary Hargrave watches Dave Hebert and Art Knauf (r)  hose 

out the Farquhar steam engine during September to remove 

rust and ash before winter storage. 

( Search: Continued from page 1) properties being 

considered are listed below alphabetically and without 
comment. They include the following. 
 Heuvelton Farm: The farm belongs to the 
Hutchinson family and has been the site of Old Fash-
ioned Harvest Days for the past 15 years. It is located in 
the town of Oswegatchie on the north side of County Rt. 
15 between Heuvelton and Rensselaer Falls. The prop-
erty includes a vintage house, barn, and out buildings on 
45 acres of land. The land is suited for pasture and culti-
vation. There is a private well and sewage system. Price 
is being discussed by the family. 
 Madrid Farm: The farm is owned by Leon and 
Carole Goolden and is located in Madrid at the southeast 
corner of the intersection of State Hwys. 310 and 345 
with frontage on both roads. It is 10.5 miles north of Can-
ton and 9 miles west of Potsdam. The property includes 
a vintage house, barn, and out buildings (all white) on 
Hwy. 345 on approximately 115 acres of land. The house 
is rented and the 80 acres under cultivation are rented. 
There is a private water and sewage system. City water 
and sewage connections are close by. Price is $100,000, 
half its appraised value with the owner donating the bal-
ance. The owner stipulates that the Museum must match 
his contribution by raising the cost through donations and 
grants over a period of about one year, rather than fi-
nance this amount. 
 Slab City Farm: The farm is owned by Virgil Trom-
bly and is located in the town of Potsdam on the north-
west corner of the intersection of County Rt. 35 and the 
Morley-Potsdam Road on which it mostly fronts. It is 
about 5 miles west of downtown Potsdam village. The 
property includes a vintage house and barn and a gar-
age that used to be the schoolhouse at the corner, on 
110 acres of land. The house has been unoccupied for 
30 years and is in need of extensive repair. One field is 
in cultivation and rented. Another is grown over but could 
be brushogged and put back in cultivation or field. There 
is a stream on one side that was once the site of lumber 
mills. Asking price is about $125,000 with the possibility 
of terms like a land contract to cover half the amount. 
 Waterman Hill Land: The property is being sold by 
Pat Collins Real Estate and is located in the town of 
Pierrepont, just across the line on County Rt. 29 and 
about 6 miles from downtown Canton village (a few miles 
beyond the turnoff for the Canton Sportsmans Club). 
There are 74 acres of land, largely rented fields in culti-
vation. A spring is present in the back of the property. 
The property is at the top of a high hill and offers a view  
of the world. The barns located near the road will have to 
be demolished. The house on the opposite side of the 
road is not included. Asking price is $97,500. 
 As soon as full data are available on all properties, 
members will be asked to vote on which site they prefer. 
The fund-raising campaign will get into high gear (see 
page 4). The board hopes that a decision can be made 
by the Annual Meeting in January with the major effort in 
2006 dedicated to raising the needed funds for acquisi-
tion of the selected site.           
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THANKS TO FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS  

U 
ntil it is all over, it is hard to realize how many non-
members, businesses, and special groups contrib-

ute to the success of Old Fashioned Harvest Days. As 
you read the list below, think of what it would have been 
like if their contributions had not been made. 
Brandi and Josh Daniel, young neighbors from across 
the road, sold lots of 2005 commemorative buttons. 
Joyce Hutchinson Flounders deserves a special thanks 
for all the work she did preparing the farm for the event. 
Many days of work are involved in mowing fields, moving 
fences, putting out hay bales, and making other prepara-
tions just for us. 
Heuvelton Lions Club and Karl Cougler loaned and de-
livered the chairs for the dining tent. 
Heuvelton Volunteer Fire Department brought loads of 
water to fill the steam engine boiler and more (page 2). 
Linda Hurteau of Ogdensburg donated $150 toward the 
purchase of our new deep fryer.  
LeBerge & Curtis Farm Equipment provided a new 
tractor to help with the antique tractor pull. 
Mid-State Golf Carts loaned two units for use by handi-
capped visitors who otherwise could not have attended. 
Mr. Grant Construction Co. provided a crew and trucks 
to help transport equipment, lay out the fields, and help 
erect and maintain displays. 
Northern Lites Rabbitt Club members brought lots of 
fuzzy bunnies for all to enjoy. 
Pharoah family members and relatives including Alice’s 
sister Rose Fifield, niece Vicky Oakes, and son Dan  
helped out in the kitchen. 
Don Smithers put half of the farm animals from Noah’s 
ark on display to the enjoyment of kids and adults alike. 
Suburban Energy Services generously checked out our 
rebuilt gas lines and proved propane for the kitchen.  
Walldroff Farm Equipment loaned a new tractor to help 
with the antique tractor pull. 
John Williams came down from Cumberland, Ontario to 

help tune up the steam engine.    Thanks!   

E 
ach year, members of the Museum bring their own 
antique engines, machines, tractors, and other dis-

plays that visitors and participants at Old Fashioned Har-
vest Days enjoy. From this year’s registration data (and 
fearing that we will still have left someone out), a salute 
goes to the following:  
 Don Doig brought his team of horses to offer rides 
for the first time in several years. He also put up the Farm 
Bureau display banner. Over 75 antique tractors were 
counted Saturday afternoon, displayed by Dick Sprague, 
Howard Hutchinson, John McBath, Grant Thesier, 
Wayne L. Moquin, Clifton Bice, Earl Bigarel, Lowell 
Nicholson, Jim Lester, Chelsea Young, Gerald Pri-
meau, Jim McGraw, Lee Latulip, Ed Sheppard, Steven 
Smith, Dan Cole, John McCready, and Stanley Rus-
sell, Sr. 
 Antique engines chugged, huffed, and smoked all 
weekend. John McBath had a vintage diesel, and there 
were another 35 antique stationary gas engines (aka hit-
and-miss and make-and-break engines) with a variety of 
ignitions. These were brought by Paul Moore, Roger 
Austin, Grant and Kathy Thesier, John Smith and his 
family, Vernon Boulrice, Charles Alton, Brice Winters, 
Frank McDonald, Eugene Jones, Bill Bartlett, John 
Mitchell, Barry Van Vleck, and Don Sloan. 
 There was Robert Bixby’s beautiful 1964 Mack 
dump truck, Dave Hebert’s 1929 Sanford Pumper, and a 
slug of Fords from Kyle and David Hartman including a 
1956 F350 truck and a sweet 1966 Mustang. 
 Farm equipment was brought by Preston Harris, 
Stanley Russell, Sr. and Jr., Randy Goss, and Grant 
Thesier. Richard Gates, Bill Bartlett, and Clayton 
Weatherup brought antiques and old iron tools and 
equipment. Ken Friedel had a great hands-on exhibit on 
railroad practices. Jim Mitchell brought the saw mill he 
built himself. 
 Lee Williams, Wayne Day, and Kenny Proven 
brought vintage garden tractors. Barry Van Vleck had 
blacksmith equipment displayed. Carol Austin made 
cider on her apple press and cranked out music on her 
vintage Victrola. Kenneth Pharoah showed his vintage 
spark plug display.  
 Ron Day, William Steele, Wayne Day and Vernon 
Boulrice displayed models and miniatures of engines, 
tractors and farm equipment. And junior member Jeff 
Dashnaw displayed a super model farm that he built.    

MEMBER DISPLAYS KEY 

TO SUCCESSFUL SHOW 

Cleaning up after the show are (l to r) members Lyle Sloan 

who also contributed to the purchase of the new fry cooker; 

Dave Hebert, event chairman; and Ken Pharoah, recent donor 

of a Sears seed cleaner (see previous Newsletter). 

See page 5 for the 103-hook antique tractor pull results. 
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FUND PLEDGE CAMPAIGN BEGINS 
$1,000 CHALLENGE MADE 

A 
 pledge campaign to assure funding to purchase a 
museum site got underway at Old Fashioned Har-

vest Days. A display at the registration desk described six 
sites (now four) that would suit the Museum’s needs. 
Trustee Jim McGraw offered a $1,000 challenge to mem-
bers to raise another $4,000. When it is raised, he will 
round it up to $5,000. But we will need even more. 
 Pledges allow flexibility for the donor while giving as-
surance to the trustees that necessary funding will be 
available. Pledges state that once a firm commitment has 
been made to purchase a certain site, a given sum will be 
donated within 12 months. The donations can be made in 
several installments, making them easier to budget. 
 Items from your own collection can also be pledged. 
An antique tractor, engine, or other item of value can be 
offered. These could be sold by the Museum at an adver-
tised auction or elsewhere to raise funds.  
 Outright gifts and pledges give assurance to outside 
funding agencies that the Museum membership fully sup-
ports the project. You will be receiving further information 
on the sites being considered along with a form you can 
use to make your pledge.  
 Possibly the most important event in the Museum’s 
history will soon take place. Please be there with your 
support.                

(Harvest Days Shine: From page 1)  and the Museum’s 
conveyor and chopper were Ed’s son,  and Gary Crowe 
and Dave Hebert. Howard Hutchinson, Lowell Nichol-
son, Lyle Sloan, Paul Moore, Ross Goodyear, Dan 
Cole and Jim House ran the Case thresher. Paul 
Moore, Ross Goodyear, Lyle Sloan, Lucas Ladoucer 
(up from SC just to help Grandpa Hutchinson), and Gary 
Crowe made straw bales on the Ann Arbor hay press. 
Lowell Nicholson brought in the oats from the field. 
 In the kitchen were Carol Austin, Pat Bartlett, Mary 
Day, Sheila Day, Mae Goodyear, Irene Hargrave, Mary 
Hebert, Julie McGraw, Judy Moore, Alice and Bill 
Pharoah, and Mary Anne Russell. Alice and Mae were 
great coordinators. Special mention goes to Bill Fobare 
who cooked up a record 250 chicken halves with secret 
spices and done in a new cooker/smoker.  
 Betty Winters and Irene Hargrave kept an eye on 

the Ladies Corner rummage and bake sales as did some 

of the other kitchen volunteers. 
  Preston and Janet Harris helped at the registration 
desk. Chelsea Young and friends sold commemorative 
buttons. Grant Thesier helped with equipment transport 
and distributed safety materials. Oliver Sorrell worked 
long hours with the setup crew. At the gate were Ron 
Day and Lowell Nicholson among others. And the inevi-
table job of clean up saw Dave Hebert, Lyle Sloan, Ken 
Pharoah, Grant Thesier, Roger Austin and a host of 
others working even days after the show. 
 Ted Utess brought up the Museum’s DeLaval en-
gine, recently donated by Don Sloan. Roger Austin set 
up the Watertown buggy and cutter. Grant Thesier and 
his crew  set up the Hercules engine and the Harder barn 
thresher. 
 Count the different names here and on pages 3 and 
5, and you can see that your Museum is a well support-
ed, volunteer-based organization.     

Thank you everyone who took part and made the Fall 

Show the success it was!  

                 Ross 

KIDS PEDAL PULL WINNERS 

STILL URGENTLY NEEDED: SOMEONE TO 
MANAGE  ADVERTISING AND PUBLICITY. THE 
2006 AD YEAR HAS ALREADY BEGUN, AND 
DEADLINES COULD BE MISSED. MOST OF THE 
PROGRAM IS ALREADY ORGANIZED. WE 
TRAIN. JUST NEEDS FINE TUNING AND YOUR 
TIME TO IMPLEMENT. SUPPORT YOUR MUSE-
UM BY CALLING THE SECRETARY NOW. 
THANKS.                        

A 
n amazing 38 participants from ages 3 to 12 com-
peted in the Kids Pedal Tractor Pull during Old 

Fashioned Harvest Days. Wayne and Mary Day man-
aged another successful competition. The number of par-
ticipants was exceeded by eager family members. The 
winners included: 
3-4 year-old class: 1st. Mullen Gordon age 3, 2nd. Wil-
liam Gordon age 3, and 3rd., Matt Robinson age 3. 
5-6 Year-old Class: 1st. Shane Tiernan age 5, 2nd. Au-
rora Murray age 6, 3rd. Bobby Gordon age 5. 
7-8 Year-old Class: 1st. Debbie Smith age 7, 2nd. Marko 
Jukic age 7, 3rd. Austin Flanagan age 7. 
9-12 Year-old Class: 1st. Victor Sanders age 12, 2nd. 
Joshua Smith age 11, 3rd. Devin Storie age 11. 

Photo opposite: Ken Friedel had a steady stream of visitors at 

his railroad display during Old Fashioned Harvest Days. 
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T 
his year’s antique tractor pull during Old Fashioned 
Harvest Days recorded 103 pulls, the most seen at 

this event, and the most seen this year by the River Val-
ley Antique Tractor Club who managed the event. There 
was also a new 3500 lb. enhanced class. Few left before 
the long day was over; the contests were close and excit-
ing. Winners of each class are listed below. 
2,500 lb. Class: 1st., Winston Armstrong; 2nd., Al Garrand. 
3,000 lb. Class: 1st., Joe Wood; 2nd., Aaron Durant; 3rd., John 
Bruno. 
3,500 Enhanced: 1st., Al Garrand; 2nd., Winston Armstrong. 
4,000 lb. Class: 1st., Kelly Jordan; 2nd., Don Moore; 3rd., Col-
leen Bice. 
5,000 lb. Class: 1st., John McBath; 2nd., Brent Kuentzler; 3rd., 
Bill Rupp. 
6,000 lb. Class: 1st. Hal Gilbert; 2nd., Kelly Jordan; 3rd., Scott 
Moore. 
7,000 lb. Class: 1st., Hal Gilbert; 2nd., Kris Jordan; 3rd., Phil 
Bigarel. 
8,000 lb. Class: 1st., Kris Jordan; 2nd., Steve Smith; 3rd., Mike 
Livingston. 
9,000 lb. Class: 1st., Steve Smith; 2nd., Terry Mouthrop; 3rd., 
Mike Livingston. 

10,000 lb. Class: 1st., Mike Livingston; 2nd., Kris Jordan; 
3rd., Roddy Burns. 
11,000 lb. Class: 1st., Kris Jordan; 2nd., Mike Livingston; 
3rd., Gary Livingston. 
12,000 lb. Class: 1st., Gary Livingston; 2nd., Roddy Burns; 

3rd.,  Kris Jordan. 
Century Class (age of driver + tractor = 100): 1st., 
John McBath; 2nd., Ed Jordan; 3rd., Pat Henery.            

A special meeting of the Board of Trustees 

will be held on Sunday, October 16 at 1:00 

pm at the home of president Ross Goodyear. 

The meetings are open, and members are 

welcome to attend. Location and time are 

shown on the front page. 

DID YOU DO YOUR DUES? 

M 
useum members are asked to check their dues 
status by looking at their mailing label. After your 

name you will find a v or j signifying whether you are rec-
orded as a voting member or a junior member (under 18). 
Following your member classification is the year through 
which you are paid. If it is 05 or 06 you are in good stand-
ing. We operate on a calendar year. 
 Dues for voting members are $15 and $5 for junior 
members. Spouses of paid members who declare their 
interest in being active members pay no dues. The name 
of a spouse who is considered a member will be shown 
on a mailing label. 
 We realize that not all members are able to attend 
Museum events each year, so you will not automatically 
be dropped from the mailing list if your dues are not up to 
date. However, to be qualified to vote in elections or on 
other matters of the Museum, dues must be paid for the 
current year. Please contact the secretary or treasurer if 
you believe the data are not correct. 
 Your dues underwrite your Museum’s operations and 
help cover the cost of the Newsletter, insurance, and 
general administration. Your membership is a clear state-
ment of your interest in the Museum and its objectives. 
How about inviting a friend to be a member too.            

ANTIQUE TRACTOR PULL 
SEES RECORD 103 HOOKS 

Howard Hutchinson with guest Vicki MacDonald from Wad-

dington during Old Fashioned Harvest Days. Howard and wife 

Verna invited members of the former St. Lawrence Gas & 

Steam Engine Association to hold the first event at the family 

farm 15 years ago. The Museum has continued this fall tradi-

tion. Howard and Verna just celebrated their 65th wedding. 

Museum guest John Williams (l) from Cumberland, Ontario 

and Gary Hargrave let off steam from the 1922 Farquhar 

steam engine. John is an experienced steam engine operator 

and shared his knowledge during Old Fashioned Harvest Days. 

Note the shiny new coat of paint on the boiler. 

Next Issue: Weigh scales donated by Lawrence 

Proven for use with the Ann Arbor hay press 

during Fall Show. 



Possible museum sites described. 
Members and friends support Old Fashioned Harvest Days. 
Pledge campaign underway to support purchase. 
Tractor pull results reported. 
Financial report looks good. 
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See the new fall show photos at www.slpowermuseum.com 

President: Ross Goodyear, 309 Brandy 

Brook Road, Ellenburg Center, NY 

12934. Phone/fax (518) 594-7469. 

Vice-President: Paul Moore, 723 

Finnegan Road, Potsdam, New York 

13676. Phone/fax (315) 386-4315. E-

mail: mooreexcav@westel.com. 

Secretary: Roger Austin, May-Oct.  

410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls, 

NY 13680. Phone/fax (315) 344-7470. 

Nov.-April 179 Lakecrest Dr. NE, 

Milledgeville, GA 31061. (478) 453-

3640. Email: rsaustin123@earthlink.net. 

Treasurer: Grant Thesier, 255 Rose 

Road, Harrisville, NY 13648. (315) 543-

2049. E-mail: wgrantt@aol.com. 

Trustee: Jim McGraw, 3385 US Hwy. 

11, Dekalb Junction, NY 13630. (315) 

347-2362. E-mail: murmac@tds.net. 

Trustee:  Gary Hargrave, 10 River St., 

Norwood, NY 13668. (315) 353-2888. E

-mail: ghargrav@twcny.rr.com. 

Trustee: Reginald Chester, 8350 

County Rt. 27, Lisbon, NY 13658. 

Phone (315) 394-6513, fax (315) 322-

4768.                                    

Museum Trustees WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

T 
he Museum is pleased to welcome the following new members: David  
Babbie of Peru, NY; Jeff Dashnaw of Plattsburg, NY; William Fobare of 

Rensselaer Falls, NY; Stephen Geppner of Morrisonville, NY; Bill Hesse of 
Colton, NY; Larry Osoway of  Madrid, NY and Donald Shell of Watertown, NY.  
 There is no shortage of ways members can support the Museum including 
volunteering at its shows, helping administration, and bringing displays for oth-
ers to enjoy. Just step up and let us know what interests you most - whether a 
new member or old.              

John Smith says, “Big engines make strong families.”  Photo taken at the fall show. 


