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SUPER FALL EXHIBITION AT MADRID
T

he 18th Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition was the first fall event held at the Museum’s
home in Madrid. Work began weeks before the Labor
Day weekend, clearing the fields, resetting the fences,
and then a major effort just days before to bring electrical
and water service to the new Pavilion, our Action Central.
Thursday afternoon, members were ready for the
event, and campers started coming in, and tents started
going up . The early birds were put to work, setting up the
kitchen, setting out chairs and tables, and bringing collection items out of storage.
The pace quickened Friday. Before nightfall more
exhibitors had shown up than in June. Willis Shattuck’s
big tent was up. Attic treasures were out. The whole area
in front of the Pavilion was full. Up at the barn, more tents
abounded. That night, a covered dish dinner fed over 50
tired but hungry members (see page 6).
As the mist rose Saturday morning, the smell of
freshly cooked bacon, eggs, and pancakes filled the air.
Folks gathered in the Pavilion and filled their plates and
poured coffee. The gate was already manned, for a few
visitors knew of the great breakfast. Late arriving exhibi-

Continued on page 2: Harvest Days Exhibition

Lyle Sloan drives in bundles of corn with help from (l-r) Dave
Baker, Bob Dalton, and Dave Hebert at the Fall Exhibition

$100,000 GRANT CONFIRMED
Sweetgrass Challenge Triggered

I

Mike and Vicki Gillette shelled and ground corn at the 18th
Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition.

Museum
Events

Jan. 25:
Feb. 1:
May 9:
May 17:
June 13-14:
Aug. 16:
Sept. 5-6:
Oct. 11:
Oct. 18:

n mid-October, President Dave Baker received a
signed Grant Disbursement Agreement from the Dormitory Authority of the State of New York. The grant calls
for reimbursement of $100,000 of the projected $130,000
in expenditures for the construction of a steel Collection
Storage Building. The funds consist of a Community
Capital Assistance Program (CCAP) grant secured by
Senator Darrel J. Aubertine on behalf of the Museum.
Completion of the Agreement partially satisfies a
challenge made by the Sweetgrass Foundation which
conditioned a grant of $15,000 on the Museum receiving
the CCAP grant and members and friends raising another
$15,000 to match it. Donations made since the challenge
on March 14, 2008 and which specified their restricted
use for the building and which were applied as a match to
the challenge will qualify.

Continued on page 6: See Steel Building Funded

Annual Meeting of the Board of Trustees, 1:00 PM, Madrid Community Center, Madrid, NY.
Annual Meeting of the Members with election of new officers and trustees, 1:30 PM, Madrid Community Center, Madrid, NY.
Annual Banquet, 6:00 PM, Madrid Community Center, Madrid, NY.
Board Meeting
27th Annual Gas & Steam Engine Exhibition, St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum, Madrid, NY.
Board Meeting,
19th Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition, St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum, Madrid, NY.
Board Meeting, 1:00 PM.
Members Meeting, 1:30 PM.

Harvest Days Exhibition (Continued from page 1)
tors quickly put their displays in order. Trailers with horses, wagons and hay
headed to the far side to hitch their teams. And the first loads of antique tractors were set up on tractor row.
At about 9:00, visitors began to arrive in number, and the parking areas
began to fill. June Exhibition experience taught that we needed more transportation for visitors, and teams of horses and wagons began making the rounds
from the barn area past the Pavilion to the saw mills and back. The saw mills
cranked up and began making lumber for future construction.
By now the displays were busy across the whole area, including lots of
antique flywheel engines, saws, sparkplugs, automobiles, trucks, and tractors;
barn animals; plows; and hay rakes. Crews forked hay into the early 1900’s
Ann Arbor hay press. There was corn binding in the nearby corn field. Bound
corn was then chopped to be fed to cows on nearby farms. Kids were taught
rope making and took home samples. Others watched corn ground and then
Johnny cakes made in a Dutch oven.
At mid-morning, the boiler on the 1920 Farquhar engine had steam up,
the whistle blew, and the big wheels began to turn. Nearby, the team at the
Anderson diesel had enough air in the compressor to help kick the pistons and
get the big flywheels turning. Business in the kitchen turned from breakfast to
quick meals for those on the go. In another corner of the Pavilion, the ice

WATER & ELECTRIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED

D

rinking water and electricity
systems were installed in August, just in time for use at the Pavilion and by campers. Purchase of materials was made possible in part by
Senator Joseph Griffo who designed
$5,000 in the 2008-2009 NY State
budget for improvements at the Museum. The balance of the $7,800 in
costs and all labor and equipment
were provided by members and
friends of the Museum.
The project involved installation
of a chlorination system for the farm
well, approved by the NYS Health
Dept.; 800 feet of buried water lines;
installation of three hydrants; installation of 200 feet of buried electrical
cable to a new on-ground transformer; 100 feet of buried cable to the
Pavilion; and a new electric entrance
panel at the Pavilion with several outlets.
Paul Moore brought out his big
hydraulic excavator, dump truck and
front loader and dug nearly 1,100 feet
of deep trenches. Bill Massie helped
operate some of the equipment. Paul
then buried the waterline, installed
the hydrants, buried the power cable,
and guided National Grid as they installed the transformer. Gordon
Merrick donated and delivered six
truckloads of sand used to safely
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seat the water line and cable.
In the basement of the farm
house, John Castle and Roger Austin plumbed the new chlorination
system and connected it to the first
250 feet of 1½ inch water line donated
by Ken MacDonald of
Howland Pump & Supply Company, Ogdensburg.
Dick Evans with help from
Chuck Goolden installed the main
disconnect next to the transformer
and worked with Moore to bury cable to the Pavilion where he installed a breaker box. William
Grant, a certified electrical inspector, donated his time to oversee and
approve the work, certifying it so
National Grid could complete their
installation.
Wayne Day, Ted Schulz, Jim
Locy, and Shawn Losey completed
installation of the new breaker box
and put outlets in the kitchen area
in the Pavilion.
Lee Williams with his tractor
and auger and Rudy Sinkeldam set
posts and fence around the new
transformer.
John Bartholomew confirmed
the capability of the new system by
pumping over 4,000 gallons of water during the Fall Exhibition to control dust with his water wagon. 

Monica Stone and John Castle carry
visitors around the Exhibition grounds.
cream stand started dipping cones
and would soon have to bring in more
tubs to keep up with demand. Baked
goods were there for those with a
sweet tooth. Under the big tent was
the beautiful two-seater buggy surrounded by tables full of attic treasures for sale. Folks trekked to the
barn to see the displays and demonstrations by museum groups from the
region or enjoy the animals nearby.
Parking, ticket sales and member
registration got busier as the crowd
grew. The Garden Tractor pulls were
about to begin. As lunch approached,
the noise grew. Dust blew and the
water wagon made another round.
Finally, the day was almost over.
The kitchen was serving up the spaghetti dinner to tired exhibitors and
visitors. And as the sun dipped low,
the big-band sound of Jack Kelley’s
Little Big Band brought the evening to

(Continued on next page)
Harvest Days Exhibition

Dick Evans pulls cable into the new entrance box near the Pavilion. The entrance will serve several future buildings.
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ELECTIONS FEB. 1
Nominees Sought

E

lection of officers and one expired non-officer Trustee seat
will take place at the Annual Meeting
of the Members on February 1, 2009.
The Board of Trustees will present a
slate of nominees prior to the meeting, but nominations will still be possible from the floor.
Officers are elected for one-year
terms and non-officer Trustees for
three. The Board is looking for members willing to serve and invite all to
recommend those interested.
Trustee positions are not honorary. Nominees should be willing to
attend meetings, serve on committees, and support activities at the Museum during the year. They should
represent the interests of the Museum and not special groups or areas.
Anyone interested in serving
should contact the secretary or other
Board members who can provide
information on what would be expected and the fiduciary responsibility
of trustees.


Commemorative plaques for the
Spring and Fall Exhibitions are
available to all exhibitors and
volunteers. If you brought an
antique auto, helped at the gate
or worked in the kitchen, we
have one for you. If you did not
receive yours, we’ll have them
at the annual meeting.


Row upon row of exhibits were filled
with everything from antique engines to
frying pans. Members bringing their
favorite items have been the heart of
the Fall Exhibition for 18 years.

Collection Reference
Library Received

T

he Museum has been awarded a
collection of modern references
on preserving and managing collections from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services. Application for
the award was made through the
American Association for State and
Local History of which the Museum is
a member.
The reference collection is called
the IMLS Connecting to Collections
Bookshelf. It includes 16 items including books, DVD’s as well as
guides for use of the materials. They
address such topics as the philosophy and ethics of collecting, collections management and planning,
emergency preparedness, housekeeping.
Any member interested in using
items from the Bookshelf should contact the Secretary. They will be on
display at the Annual Meeting on
February 1. The reference collection
will join other items in the Museum’s
growing library.


Overlooked June
Volunteers

The amount of power that
can be packed into one
garden tractor is something to behold and great
fun. Results on pg 4.

I

Harvest Days Exhibition (Continued from previous page)

n the last issue we stated that it
was a 100% certain that the
names of some volunteers at the
June Exhibition would be left out. We
were correct.
Barbara and Max Fisher kindly
provided accommodation in their
home for Gabe Perkins and Jessie
Seymour who brought us the Northern Forest Center’s Ways of the
Woods exhibit, arriving early so children at the Madrid-Waddington Central School could also enjoy it.
Bake sale volunteers included
Mary Jean Chester, Sheila Day,
Joyce Finen, Barbara Fisher, Carol
Moulton, and Martha Sinkeldam. Out
in the hot baking sun of the parking
area were Rudy Sinkeldam and other
unsung heroes. Our apologies for
overlooking these or others who
helped make the event a success. ☺

September - October 2008

a close.
Sunday repeated much of the
previous day’s events except the
crowds were even larger. At 10:00,
the antique tractor pull got underway, lasting until late afternoon.
Smoke and the smell of grilled
chicken announced that lunch
would soon be ready. The crowd
would eat over 300 halves. Right
after lunch, tables and chairs in the
pavilion were pushed back, and the
pedal tractor pulls began. The determined kids were urged on by
shouts from family and friends.
And then, almost suddenly, it
was over. The exhibitors, pullers,
cooks and other volunteers from
around the grounds gave a sigh of
relief as they began to pack up and

get ready to head home. Virtually no
exhibitors left early, though some had
a long way to travel.
On Monday, Labor Day, members returned to clean up and put the
rest of the Exhibition away. Some
exhibitors not able to get all their
items home in one trip, returned for
more. This process continued for
days more until the steam engine and
saw mill were tucked in and the doors
on the Pavilion and barn were closed
for the winter.
Dozens upon dozens of volunteers made the Exhibition a success.
You can find most of them listed on
the next page. Again, we hope we
have not overlooked anyone, and we
extend our apologies to anyone we
have. Thanks all!


Page 3

NEWS FROM THE TREASURER

Pedal Pullers Prevail

A

N

t the meeting of the Board of Trustees on October 12, Treasurer Chuck
Goolden reported that the Museum had over $37,000 in checking and
interest-bearing accounts. Reimbursement of $5,000 from the Development
Authority of Northern New York, funds secured by Senator Griffo, has been
requested for expenditures on the water and electrical systems reported on
page 2. With few liabilities, the Museum’s total equity including properties and
collections is now over $450,000.
Interest earned year to date totaled $1,699. Total Fall Exhibition income
was $31,027 against expenditures of $19,242. Overall, gross and net incomes
are ahead of last year’s at this time.
Goolden also noted changes authorized by the Board in the capital budget
including more funding for the farm house windows and new water and electrical systems. Monies for construction of the Collection Storage Building and
Sawmill building and relocation of the Walker granary were deleted, as these
programs are not expected to require funds this year. These changes reduced
the 2008 Capital Budget from $241,500 to $92,534.
Overall, the Museum continues to grow, it carries no debt, and bills are
being paid on time.
☺

TRACTOR PULL RESULTS ANNOUNCED

W

ith the Garden Tractor Pull on
Saturday and the Antique
Tractor Pull on Sunday, plenty of
noise, dust and excitement were in
the air during the 18th Annual Old
Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition.
Track improvements provided
improved safety for spectators and
participants and smoother rides for
competitors. A tractor rodeo is
planned for 2009.
The smaller but more belligerent
Garden Tractors made themselves
known with 42 paid pulls. Some
sported V8 engines. Their exciting
performance on the pull track showed
they should be able to plow an acre
garden in about one minute.
Garden Tractors competed in
four events. The winners in the
events are listed in order of their
placing below:

Class 1 - Stock: Frank Paige, John
Mitchell, and Devin Matthie.
Class 2 - 1,000 lb.: Paul Fuller, Jr.; Rollin
Stoddard, and John Mitchell.
Class 3 - 1,500 lb.: Danny Bell, Gary
Allen, and Rollin Stoddard.
Class 4 - Open/Modified: Ken Moseley,
Steve Gebo, and Bill Anderson.

The larger and generally more
sedate Antique Tractors had 105 paid
hooks during their competitions. Winners in the various classes are listed
in order of placing below:
3,000 lb.: Mackaly Martin, Allis Chalmers
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WC; Otis Bishop, Ford Jubilee; Dave
Burwell, John Deere 40.
3,500 lb.: Dave Burwell, JD 40; Mackaly Martin, AC WC; Greg Martin, AC
WD.
4,500 lb.: Kelly Jordan, Cockshutt;
John McBath, AC WD 45; Colleen Bice,
Int. C.
5,500 lb.: Kris Jordan, Oliver 770; Cliff
Bice, Int. M; Kelly Jordan, Cockshutt.
6,500 lb.: Kris Jordan, Oliver 770; Cliff
Bice, Int. 560; Brent Kuenzler, Oliver.
7,500 lb.: Mike Livingston, Case 800;
Kelly Jordan, Oliver; Neil Kenny, Int.
560.
8,500 lb.: Mike Livingston, Case 900;
Kris Jordan, Oliver 90; Neil Kenny
(Kevin), Int. 560.
9,500 lb.: Mike Livingston, Case 900;
Steve Smith, Int. 660; Chuck Chapman,
JD 830.
10,500 lb.: Roddy Burns, Massey 95;
Kris Jordan, Oliver 90; Steve Smith, Int.
660.
11,500 lb.: Terry Bellinger, Int. 660;
Terry Mouthorp, JD 720; Mike
Livingston, Case 900.
3,500 lb. Enhanced: Winston Armstrong, AC WC.
4,500 lb. Enhanced: Winston Armstrong, AC WC.
5,500 lb. Enhanced: Roddy Burns,
Oliver 77; Winston Armstrong, Allis
Chalmers; Robert Burns, Oliver.
6,500 lb. Enhanced: Chuck Chapman,
JD G; Robert Burns, Oliver.
7,500 lb. Enhanced: Robert Burns,
Oliver 77; Chuck Chapman, John Deere
G.
e

ot to be outdone by the grownups, twenty three youngsters
competed for medals in the Pedal
Pull competitions while a much larger
number of parents, grandparents,
and friends looked on.
Wayne and Mary Day oversaw
this popular Exhibition event. The
Pavilion provided a smooth surface
for the pedal tractor and its small version of a weight sled to drive on. Winners in the various classes are listed
in order of placing:
2-3 years: Colby Beldock, Tanner
Smith, and Mason Peloquin.
4-6 years: Blake Grant, Eric McCall,
and Guy Moore.
7-8 years: Devin Fournier, Nathan
Moulton, and Colby McCall.
9-12: Karl Baker, Ashley Bishop, and
Zachary McDonald.


There were 105 hooks on the improved
track during the antique tractor pull. See
the front wheels begin to lift?

Dot Locy selling ice cream and baked
goods in the Pavilion. Note the stainless
steel ice cream freezer under the window.
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Hats off to Exhibition Volunteers

T

he St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum is a volunteer organization with no paid employees.
The 18th Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition showed just how
effective this can be. Below are
names of the members who spent
the two days making the Exhibition a
great success. Many spent more time
getting ready and cleaning up afterwards. We were able to record the
following names:
Attic Sale, Dry Goods, Crafts, Bake
Sale and Ice Cream: Helen Alton, Val
Bowles, Mary Jean Chester, Mary Day,
Joyce Finen, Barb Fisher, Nancy Garrand, Vicki Gillette, Mae Goodyear,
Sheila Gordon, Irene Hargrave, Dot Locy,
Bev Mitchell, Paige Moulton, Christina
Rode, Carol Sharlow, Martha Sinkeldam,
Cathy Van Vleck, and Helen Whitney.
Antique Autos and Trucks: Francis
Baxter, Larry Beattie, Bob Bixby, John
and Val Bowles, Wayne Day, Gordon
Hartle, Kyle Hartman, and Bill Tiernan.
Barn Games and Animals: Gary & Ann
Bush, John & Andrea Castle, Carol Austin, Marsha Dalton
Diesel and Steam Engines: Bill Bartlett,
Bill Clinger, Mike Gillette, Gary Hargrave,
Paul Moore, and Steve Streeter.
Field Harvesting: Dave Baker, Bob Dalton, Duke Geppner, Dave Hebert, Luke
Leducer, Mike Pagano, Ed Sheppard,
Ron Sheppard, Lyle Sloan, and Oliver
Sorrell. McKnight Farms provided corn.
They used Ed Sheppard’s corn binder,
Gary Bush’s and Gary Sayers' wagons,
and tractors from Ed Sheppard, Grant
Thesier, and Al Garrand.
Flywheel Engines, Attachments and
Equipment: Charles and Helen Alton,
Roger and Carol Austin, Dave Baker,
John and Val Bowles, Will Copeland,
Dave Flight, Michael and Vicki Gillette,
Randy Goss, Gary Hargrave, Ronald
Kallison, Eugene Jones, Lloyd Lough,
Frank and Elaine McDonald,
Brian
McGovern, John Mitchell, Scott Mitchell,
Paul Moore, Bob Nottell, Ken Pharoah,
Michael and Christina Rode, Stan Russell, Jr., Don and Judy Shantie, Leo
Sorrell, Oliver Sorrell, Dick and Helen
Whitney, and Cathy VanVleck.
Gate and Parking: Stan and Barb Alford,
Frank and Bette Bissell, Gary Bush, Ben
Cleaveland, Pam Dalton, Shirley Dickenson, Dan and Angel Dunkleburg, Gordon
and Beverly Hartle, Allen and Chris Kelly,
Elaine McDonald, Brian McGovern, Carl
Rose, Rudy Sinkeldam, Bob and Mary
Smith, and Sue Vought.
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Horse Teams: Tom Aldous, Scott
Beckstead, John Castle, Bill Collins,
Liz Doman, Ken Draper, Tim Hatch,
Claude Livingston, Monica Stone, and
Eric Warner.
Kitchen: Rose Bartholomew, Pat Bartlett, Claude and Barbara Burdick, Mary
Jean Chester, Liz Domars, Marge
Fisher, Nancy Garrand, Duke Geppner,
Mae Goodyear, Carole Goolden, Irene
Hargrave, Mary Hebert, Mary Ellen
McKane, Bill and Alice Pharoah (head
cooks), Marshall Pharoah (head grill
cook), Bob Smith, Jim And Doris Smith,
Oliver Sorrell, and Sue Vought.
Lane Sawmill: John Bartholomew, Bill
Bartlett, Gary Bush, Reg Chester, Leon
Cline, Al Garrand, Duke Geppner, Ken
and Sheila Gordon, Paul Moore, Hugh
Newton, and Oliver Sorrell.
Mitchell Band Sawmill: Jim Mitchell
(inventor-operator) and Rick Trimm.
Models and Toys: Alice Cole, Marvin
Steele, William Steele, and Henry Wilson.
Registration and Information Desks:
Mabel Baker, Malcolm Bates, Bert and
Betty Beswick. Chuck and Linda
Goolden, Lee and Carole Goolden,
Marcia Oney, Jean Tupper, and Debbi
Vaisey. Ivan Gordon and Ilene Cole
provided the tent. Marge Fisher loaned
her golf cart.
Tractors and Farm Equipment: Dave
Baker, Clifton Bice, Reg Chester,
Gordon Crawford, Leo Geppner,
Stephen Geppner, Ken Gordon, Randy
and Sonya Goss, Eugene Jones, John
McBath, Scott Mitchell, Wayne Moquin,
Johathan Mouthorp, Terry Mouthorp,
Lowell Nicholson, Stan Russell, Sr., Ed
Sheppard, Ron Sheppard, Rudolf
Sinkeldam, Scott Snyder, Grant Thesier, and Lee Williams.
Safety and Health: John Bartholomew, Derek Kingston, DickMcDougall,
and Scott Snyder.

WOW! Did we miss anyone? 

Paul Moore digging the water line. He
had to bring his bigger hoe to dig rocks.

Site Improvements
Continue

W

ith several buildings on site,
maintenance and repairs are
ongoing necessities. The farm house
now sports new vinyl replacement
windows. The windows will provide
our tenants greater comfort, save
energy, and be a welcome asset in
the future when the house is converted to Museum use.
The shed roof on the house has
been nailed down better. During work
days, removal of old paint and priming of bare wood was begun.
Piers under the farm granary
have been installed, and work is
planned to reinstall the floor with sills
and planking on hand. Dirt around
the granary remains to be graded.
With cooperation from the NY
State Department of Transportation
and National Grid, power line poles
were reset making it possible to relocate the pole and supporting cable at
the entrance to the Exhibition
grounds on State Hwy. 345. The old
pole is jointly owned, and it is now
necessary to have the phone and
cable companies relocate their line
before the old pole and support cable
can be removed. Nothing is simple.
Marble dust has been added to
the competition track. With grading
and rolling just before the Fall Exhibition, pullers enjoyed improved cohesion and durability. Al Garrand and
Ken Tupper will be overseeing completion of this effort.


Contest Winners

W

inners at the Fall Exhibition
include the following:
Andi Castle won the first door prize
of a beautiful hand-crafted table built
by George A. LeFleur and a plant to
put on it provided by Shirley Dickenson
Audrey Race won the emergency
car kit door prize provided by Bill
Steele and Ron Tiernan won the
hydraulic jack also provided by Bill.
Jim Locy sold a mile of tickets for
the 50:50. Larry Peters took home
$644 as his half of the pot at the end
of the Exhibition.
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We thank the following businesses and organizations for
their support of Old Fashioned Harvest Days
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fire Police: for safely guiding people off and on State Hwy. 345.
Mr. Grant Contracting Co.: for assistance during set up, moving large
equipment, and providing the Safety Wagon during the Exhibition.
Town of Madrid: for use of the Community Center bathrooms, road roller,
vests & pylons.
Madrid Fire Department: for having a fire engine on hand and providing
water for the pull track and steam engine.
Madrid Volunteer Rescue Squad: for standing by during pull competitions.
Madrid-Waddington Central School: for loaning bleachers, field marker,
and PA system.
Mid-State Golf Cars, Canton, NY: for loaning golf carts used to transport
the handicapped and run errands.
Moore’s Excavating and Trucking Co., East Potsdam: for digging
1,100 feet of ditches in time so water and electricity were available.
Willis Shattuck, Auctioneer, Dekalb Junction: for setting up and use of
his big tent.
J.C. Merriman: for donating plywood and materials used on displays in
the Pavilion.
Wells Communications, Great Bend: for the use of their portable radios
to keep track of activities spread over 10 acres.


COVERED DISH DINNER
A New Tradition?

A

Bill Bartlett (l) and Paul Moore set another log at the saw mill. Reg Chester (r)
waits to stack the sawn lumber.

Times are tough, but if you
have been thinking about contributing to the Construction Fund,
you can double your money by
designating it as a match for the
Sweetgrass Foundation Challenge (story on page 1). Just note
on your check, “Match for
Sweetgrass Challenge” and send
it to SLPEM, PO Box 400, Madrid, NY 13660. Thanks!
Page 6

fter working all Friday getting
ready for the Exhibition last
June, Helen Alton and Mary Jean
Chester thought how nice it would
be for everyone to sit and relax over
a nice meal - and not have to go
home and cook. Word spread as
the Fall Exhibition approached. On
Friday night before that great show,
51 members and friends sat together in the Pavilion and enjoyed a
smorgasbord of everyone’s favorite
dish. It was a fitting end to a day’s
hard work - and a moment of peace
before the busy days ahead.


Helen Alton (l) and Rose Bartholomew
enjoy running water in the Pavilion.

Rick Trimm stacks lumber to be used on
Museum projects at Jim Mitchell’s mill.

Steel Building Funded
(Continued from page 1)
Trustee Paul Moore has been
tasked with the job of seeing to completion of designs and selection of
contractors. The Agreement calls for
“Purchase and construction of a steel
building including additional architectural details; electrical facilities; connections for future sewage and water;
site preparation; leveling and grading;
driveways; sidewalks; rails and curbs;
and landscape features.” It is hoped
that the building will be completed
and in use prior to the June Exhibition.
The new building will be 40 X 60
feet in area and built in the style of a
1900’s barn. The all-steel building will
be designed for initial use as a collection storage facility that can be modified as needed for other applications
in the future. Exhibit space, classrooms, offices, or even a welcome
center are possibilities.
The building will be located near
State Hwy. 345, just beyond the
fenced area used for parking cars
during the 2009 Exhibitions. The future village green will be nearby.
The Agreement calls for reimbursement of paid expenditures after
the Museum submits appropriate
forms and verification through cancelled checks or other means. Application for the grant began a year ago
with much assistance from Senator
Aubertine’s office.


Photos this issue were provided
by Chuck Goolden and John Bartholomew. We welcome other
photographers and reporters.
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Work Days Count

Collection Software Considered

T

T

he Museum is seeking new software to manage its growing collection. Since before its chartering,
collection items and non-collection
assets have been cataloged using
Microsoft Excel, creating its own
categories and listing attributes of
items it felt useful or appropriate.
A collection software Task Force
has been established to identify and
recommend acquisition of new management systems to the Board of
Trustees. The Task Force consists of
Al Garrand, Gary Hargrave, Michelle
Kerr, and Debbi Vaisey.
A popular system is PastPerfect.
Information on the system can be
examined at www.museumsoftware.com. The system has been
adopted by many museums including
the St. Lawrence County Historical
Association located in Canton. Susan
Longshore, Deputy Historian at the
Association, has offered to demonstrate PastPerfect to the Task Force.
Arrangements for the demonstration
are being made at this writing.
If set in place, volunteers will be
needed to help input data, prepare
photos, and research the provenance
of items in the collection. This can be
a year-round effort with key contributors working from their own computer. Please contact the Secretary if
you would like to join the task force or
work with the new system.


Looking at 2009

Kenneth Pharoah brought his collection of over 150 different antique spark
plugs to the Fall Exhibition, a great
place to share your favorite items.

A big hit at the Fall Exhibition was
Shirley Dickenson’s display asking
visitors to identify the various items .

T

he Museum’s Board of Trustees is
discussing several projects and
programs for 2009. Some are mentioned elsewhere, but they include completion of a Collection Storage Building, a sawmill building, bath house and toilets, lighting for the Pavilion, expansion of the electrical network to new buildings, relocation of the Walker granary, a sugar house, gas station, installation
of alarms, and surveying and drafting of site plans.
Improved administration of the collection records is discussed in the article
above and will be an important effort next year. Creating displays for Museum
visitors and devising a plan for regularly scheduled openings will be an entirely
new effort. We will be looking for members who can see stories worth telling
among the many items in the collection.
Special events including flywheel engine school, steam day, plowing for
beginners, harnessing horses and others are also possible. We will continue
these efforts without benefit of a paid staff, so more volunteers will be sought
to enable your Museum to reach its full potential. It is exciting; it will be a lot of
work; but it can be done. Oops, forgot to mention the two big Exhibitions. 
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here are always too much to do
and too little time and help to get
all the chores done during work days.
We hope to change that next year
with better publicity and phone calls.
Work days will be scheduled throughout the warm months, and especially
days just before and after major
events. The good news is that work
days are usually only four hours long.
Before the Fall Exhibition, members helped get things ready, following the example set by the crew from
Mr. Grant Contracting in June. The
tall alfalfa was mowed by Don Beggs,
John Hough, and John McBath while
Carol Austin and Mary Jean Chester
weed whacked along the fences.
Jim Locy spent hours shining up
the ice cream freezer and sandwich
bar donated by Brian LaPoint. Shirley
Dickenson put out flowers. As campers arrived, the crew of members
grew, setting up the kitchen, putting
up tents, cleaning the barn, and rolling out items from the collection for
display. Bert, Scott and others from
Mr. Grant Contracting showed up
with dump truck, back hoe, and other
equipment to help load, haul, and set
items in place, some from as far
away as Heuvelton.
After the show, the kitchen, tables, chairs, bleachers and collection
items still needed to be put away. Bill
Bartholomew, John Bartholomew,
Mark Chambers, Reg Chester, Max
Fisher, Greg Good, Lee Goolden, Jim
Locy, Rudi Sinkeldam, and Ken Tupper were among those that helped.
During the last work days of the
year, Carol Austin and Carole Moulton planted grass; Dave Baker and
Roger Austin laid out the site for the
Sugar House; and John Bartholomew, John Castle, Reg Chester, Al
Garrand, Chuck Goolden, Lee
Goolden, Gary Hargrave, Mike
Livingston, Dave McKane and Bob
Moulton, Rudy Sinkeldam, Roger
Thompson, Ken Tupper, and Lee
Williams rolled up the orange fencing,
scraped paint on the house, and selected lumber to be milled for siding.
Working together is what makes
the Museum work - and best of all, it
is great fun.
☺
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SUGAR HOUSE TO BE
BUILT BY PRODUCERS

TAUNY and Others Enhance Fall Exhibition

T

I

he Maple Sugar Producers Association has agreed to construct
a Sugar House at the Museum. It will
house and preserve a collection of
items reflecting the history of making
maple sugar products.
The building will be in the style of
a circa 1900 sugar house. There will
be a 16 X 24 foot section which will
house a vintage evaporation pan and
an adjacent 8 X 24 foot wood shed.
The usual wall between the two will
be built only half high for easier viewing by visitors.
The Maple Sugar Producers will
use the facility for educational programs, and it will be open during Exhibitions and other occasions. The
wood shed section will have audiovisual equipment and chairs, making it a
small auditorium for visitors.
The Sugar House will be located
approximately 400 feet northwest of
the rear corner of the Pavilion. Its
main section will have a gable roof
with the wood shed having a shed
roof. The building’s siding will be
rough-sawn board and batten.
The Producers had several of
their own logs cut into lumber during
the Fall Exhibition for this project.
They will also be covering all expenses including roofing and other
materials in its construction. Anyone
wishing to assist with this project
should contact Dave Baker.

Bill Bartlett got the Museum’s Austin
Western grader running well this past
summer after many hours of work. Here
Bob Smith uses it to grade the pull track
after marble dust has been applied.
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n an effort to promote history and
art in the region, a cooperative
effort between the Museum and
other organizations led to more
special exhibits and demonstrations
during the Old Fashioned Harvest
Days Exhibition than ever.
TAUNY (Traditional Arts in Upstate New York) presented an exceptional exhibit, Doing Chores:
The Traditional Arts of Farm Life.
This was the culmination of a project sponsored by the Museum, and
funded by a grant from the Folk Arts
Program at the New York State
Council on the Arts, a state agency.
The project, directed by Varick
Chittenden of TAUNY, brought together demonstrations of skills of
daily rural living, demonstrated by
masters of arts of early life. Chittenden and Rachel Pryzby from
TAUNY were there to provide information and assist with displays.
Ed Chartrand taught dowsing or
water witching to over a hundred
visitors of which only a few proved
they had the feel. Helen Condon
demonstrated the salvage craft of
rug braiding using strips of fabric.
Elaine Dougan and Gert
McRobbie Forrest taught quilting,
speaking about patterns, fabrics,
and techniques. Pat Ullrich talked
about rug hooking methods and
designs with demonstrations for
those stopping by.
The Museum will receive posters, recordings and other records
from the efforts made during the
Doing Chores project.
The Dekalb (Town) Historical
Association with Pat and Sanford
Bacon and Bea and Bill McMartin;
the Madrid Historical Society with
Mary Day, Carrie Rutherford, and
Sara Schulz; and the Potsdam
(Village) Public Museum with
Mickey Champaign, Pat Horan, and
Carol Rossi-Fries had tents filled
with artifacts from their respective
areas. Some provided demonstrations of folk art. Visitors gained an
appreciation of the resources available through local organizations.

Elaine Dougan and her quilting demonstration were part several exhibits presented by TAUNY and other community
museums.

GAS STATION MATERIALS GATHERED

C

onstruction materials are beginning to come together for use in
building a replica of the one-room
gas station at the intersection of
State Hwys. 310 and 345. The condition of the original station has deteriorated too far for it to be used in place,
much less moved to the Museum.
Museum deeds show that the
station began business around 1928.
Others report that the station had an
earlier origin, having been moved
there from Moreley.
During the Fall Exhibition, sawyer
Jim Mitchell sawed 2X8’s needed for
the floor. Pine 1X6’s donated last
year by Chuck and Lee Goolden
have been milled to exactly reproduce the siding. More lumber is available in the stacks of lumber already
cut and stacked near the farm house.
But plans are also afoot to construct
a sawmill building in 2009 with some
of these same materials.
Getting the details of the original
building reproduced exactly will require special effort. Photos of the
building have been taken. Stan and
Barbara Alford of Alford’s Sash &
Door Co. in Madrid report that the
windows can be reproduced.
Before someone decides to remove the original building, we need
to record the exact measurements of
all the architectural details. Any volunteers?
T

St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum

Century Flyer
Purchased

W

ith most of the 150 shares in
the North Country Express,
Ltd. sold, sufficient funds have been
raised to purchase the 1948 National
Am usem ent Devic e Com pan y
Century Flyer amusement park train
displayed at the exhibitions in June
and August.
Chief engineer, Bill Bartlett, has
spent many hours studying the old
tractor inside the locomotive that
provides its power. He has focused
efforts on installing a new starter. The
tractor, believed to be an Oliver 70,
apparently has some model 77 parts
that have made mounting the starter
problematical.
Work will continue in the spring
when the outer body can be
removed, allowing better access to
the engine. There are a few other
obvious improvements needed
including new wiring, improved hitch,
and repainting.
Closer examination of the
passenger car revealed two plates
indicating it was originally a tool
trailer manufactured by the Delphi
Body Works in Ohio for the A B
Chance Company of Centralia, MS. A
volunteer is still needed to investigate
the complete history of the Century
Flyer and its passenger car.
Only 15 shares remain unsold at
this writing. Shares can be purchased
at $20 each by sending a check and
the name you wish to see on the
certificate to SLPEM, PO Box 400,
Madrid, NY 13660. Certificates will be
issued in a few weeks. This has been
delayed by the many other activities
taking place at the Museum.
The North Country Express, Ltd.
is a wholely owned subsidiary of the
St. Lawrence Power & Equipment
Museum with its sole mission that of
preserving the Century Flyer.
However, shareholders will have the
honor of holding a certificate
confirming their purchase as well as
special privileges including bragging
rights, picture taking, horn blowing,
filling the gas tank, and putting air in
the tires.
j

September - October 2008

Mary Jean Chester and John Hough
help get fields ready for the Exhibition.

Your mailing label shows the
year for which you last paid
dues. Please check to see that
you are current. To vote in the
January elections, you need to
be up to date (2009). You can
send your dues to SLPEM, PO
Box 400, Madrid 13660 or
pay at the meeting. Thanks! ☺

If you are a member, please read this!
On April 20, 2009, the St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum will
complete its fifth year as a museum provisionally chartered by the
Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York. By that
time we must have applied for a full charter or for an extension of our
existing status. Our growth during the last few years has been remarkable. However, we still have two significant deficiencies. The first is a
fully functioning collection management system. This has been hampered by too few people offering to assist in the effort. A story on page
7 speaks about how this concern might be remedied.
The second is having regularly scheduled openings at the Museum.
With the new pavilion, the old barn, and a soon-to-be-built collection
storage building where displays could be arranged, we can begin offering the public the opportunity to visit our collection and learn how
changing technologies impacted life in the North Country. Again, volunteers will be needed to make this possible, especially new ones. We
will need members willing to help set up displays and hosts to guide
visitors to make their experience worthwhile.
We have more turf, collection items, equipment, maintenance, projects, programs, and responsibilities than ever before. With several
committees needed to manage these activities, we will be bringing our
list of committee members up to date. And at its last meeting, the Board
of Trustees even began thinking about adding a couple more members
to the present nine. Your input is important. It is a likely topic of discussion at the Annual Meeting on February 1.
Please think about how your Museum has grown and how important
it is for you to help. Our goal is to have it become fully chartered and
able to serve the North Country for many generations to come. Ed.

The antique tractor pull on Sunday at the 18th Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days.
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inside...
Fall exhibition a grand success.
$115,000 in construction grants and challenges reported.
New water, chlorination system, and electrical service.
Many site improvements completed and underway.
Financial growth continues.

Museum Trustees
President: David L. Baker, 1707 County Rt. 44,
Waddington, NY 13694. Phone (315) 388-7738.
E-mail: mbaker9@twcny.rr.com.
Vice-President: W. Grant Thesier, 255B Rose
Road, Harrisville, NY 13648. Phone (315) 5432049. E-mail wgrantt@aol.com.
Secretary: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road,
Rensselaer Falls, NY 13680. Phone/Fax (315)
344-7470. Winters: 179 Lakecrest Dr. NE,
Milledgeville, GA 31061. Phone/Fax (478) 4533640. E-mail: rsaustin123@earthlink.net.
Treasurer: Charles F. Goolden, 141 W. Higley
Road, Colton, NY 13625. Phone (315) 262-2525.
E-mail: cgoolden@twcny.rr.com.
Trustee: Alan L. Garrand, 299 County Rt. 20,
Richville, NY 13681. Phone (315) 287-7225. Email nlashbrooks@twcny.rr.com.
Trustee: Michael B. Livingston, 3968 US Route
11, Dekalb Junction, NY 13630. Phone (315) 3477777. Fax (315) 347-4077.
Trustee: James O. Locy, 51 Brookview Drive,
Waddington, NY 13694. Phone (315) 388-4242.
E-mail jimdot@twcny.rr.com.
Trustee: Julie A. McGraw, 3385 US Hwy. 11,
Dekalb Junction, NY 13630. Phone (315) 3472362. E-mail: murmac1@tds.net.
Trustee: Paul M. Moore, 723 Finnegan Road,
Potsdam, New York 13676. Phone/Fax (315) 3864315. E-mail: mooreexcav@westelcom.com.

www.slpowermuseum.com
E-mail info@slpowermuseum.com
Contact: Gary Hargrave at ghargrav@twcny.rr.com.
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It’s not too late to catch up your dues or too early to
pay 2009’s - still $15 for voting members and $5 for
those under 18. Just drop a check in the mail to
SLPEM, PO Box 400, Madrid, NY 13660. Thanks!

Outreach Programs Promote Museum

T

he Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Harvest Festival and the
Farm Bureau’s Day at the Farm
provided excellent opportunities to
introduce the community to the Museum and its mission. For the Harvest Festival held in late September
at the Extension’s farm, Ivan
Gordon and Ilene Cole set up their
white tent. Al and Nancy Garrand
brought their Allis Chalmers G and
Gary Hargrave brought his crowdpleasing Maytag Washing Machine.
Claude Burdick, Shirley Dickenson,
Chuck and Linda Goolden, Lee
Goolden, and Jim Locy handed out
pamphlets and Newsletters to those
who stopped by.
The following week, the Museum was at the McKnight farm
near Madrid where Day at the Farm
was held. An information booth with
model flywheel engine offered literature to the public. The Museum’s
Allis Chalmers B with plow, Dave
Baker’s Ford with mower and Gary

Bush’s Farmall H were parked next to
the huge equipment used on farms
today. The antique tractors looked
like toys. Jim Hough and Jim Locy
helped deliver the tractors. Mable
Baker, Barb and Claude Burdick, and
Dot Locy also helped at the booth.
These events combined with parades and other fairs and festivals
are important parts of the Museum’s
work. They’ are fun, and we will be
glad to have your help with those
scheduled for next year.
e

Gary Hargrave and his Maytag washer
at the Extension’s Harvest Festival.
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