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Museum 

Events 
2012 - 

2013 

Oct. 13  Saturday: Museum open to visitors 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM; 1:00 PM and Board Meeting at the Museum. Open to all. 
Oct. 21  Sunday: 1:30 PM, Members Meeting at the Madrid Community Center. 
Oct. 27  Saturday: Museum open to visitors 10:00 AM and work day from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 
Feb. 17 (2013) Sunday, 1:30 PM, Annual Meeting of the Members, Madrid Community Center. 
May 11  Saturday, 6:00 PM, Annual Banquet, Madrid-Waddington Central School. 
June 8-9   31st Annual Antique Gas & Steam Engine Exhibition. 
Aug. 31-Sept. 1:  23rd Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition. 

Museum Hosts Excellent Antique Truck Show Museum Hosts Excellent Antique Truck Show Museum Hosts Excellent Antique Truck Show Museum Hosts Excellent Antique Truck Show     

A n estimated 400-500 visitors and exhibitors attended the Francis E. 
Walsh Border Antique Truck Show in August. The three day event was 

presented  by the Northern Empire State and Upper Canada chapters of the 
Antique Truck Club of America. Visitors thought the Museum provided a great 
setting and hoped that the event would return in 2014 after next year’s show 
in Canada. Museum members opened the exhibit buildings to our visitors. 
Mike Caskinette, president of the NY chapter and Museum member coordi-
nated the event. Al and Nancy Garrand and a fine kitchen crew prepared 
breakfasts, lunches, and snacks to help net a bonus in revenues of $1,500. V 

Sunshine Brings Largest Fall Exhibition in Years 

I n addition to grand weather and the dedication of the Horse-Drawn Equip-
ment Building, this year’s Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition enjoyed 

other special features. In the Collection Building was an exhibit by NY State 
Senator Patty Ritchie of Medal of Honor recipients from the region including 
many dating back to the first awards made during the Civil War. A painted 
carved wood statue of Lady Liberty loaned by Gregory Phillips stood in front of 
the building, and just inside was a special exhibit Ice and Water by Jack 
Backus featuring artifacts dating back to the days of ice houses and wooden 
water pipes. US and Canadian flags flew on beautiful new telescoping poles 
donated by Dave and Mabel Baker, and Bill Shirley hoisted the US flag atop 
65 feet of ladder on his 1950s fire truck that formerly belonged to the Tupper 
Lake VFD. A record gate       (See Fall Exhibition on page 2)     

Horse-Drawn Equipment Building Dedicated 

A fter nearly two years of planning and construction, the Paul E. Merrill 
Horse-Drawn Equipment Building was dedicated and opened to the pub-

lic on September 1, 2012 during our 22nd Annual Old Fashioned Harvest 
Days Exhibition. President Alan Garrand welcomed members, visitors and 
special guests including members of the Paul E. Merrill family and NY State 
Senator Patty Ritchie. Secretary Roger Austin presented a summary of how 
the building had been designed and constructed. Sandra Goolden whose gift 
three years earlier initiated the project spoke about her father-in-law, P.E. 
Merrill and his love of Belgian horses. Goolden and her past husband, Paul D. 
Merrill had continued the Merrill family  tradition of supporting community pro-
jects following Paul E’s passing. Sandra’s parents, Leon and Carole Goolden, 
had virtually matched her gift. Leon spoke of the generosity and hard work of 
those who made the project possible. Senator Ritchie presented a proclama-
tion “on behalf of the people of the great Empire State, thanking members and 
supporters . . . for their hard work, in making this weekend, this museum and 
the new ‘Horse Drawn Equipment Building’ possible.” A plaque on the front of 
the building was unveiled and Ethan Merrill, grandson of Paul E., invited all to 
enter the new facility. Look for more stories on pages 2 and 3.  p 

After the Horse Building dedication, Lee 

and Carole Goolden (right to left) and 

Sandra Goolden and Ethan Merrill  pose 

in front of the Museum’s Merrill Trans-

port Company horse-drawn oil tanker. 

The Museum’s Model T parked in front 

of the replica 1926 gas station. Comple-

tion is expected next summer. 

A Kenworth W900 with restored Interna-

tional tractors on board at the Border 

Antique Truck Show in August. 
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Fall Exhibition (continued from page 1) 

The antique tractor pulls continue to 

grow, attracting new pullers and large 

crowds of supporters. 

Horse Equipment Building Adds Needed SpaceHorse Equipment Building Adds Needed SpaceHorse Equipment Building Adds Needed SpaceHorse Equipment Building Adds Needed Space    

T he addition of the Horse-Drawn Equipment Building adds needed space 
for the Museum’s growing collection. It took little time to fill much of the 

new facility with its collection of unique equipment including several items held 
in storage until then. A few improvements remain to be completed. However, 
the consensus of members and visitors was that it is a grand facility. The 
building has 5,200 square feet of floor space plus an additional 600 square 
feet in a mezzanine above the main entrance. The height of the new building 
will allow items to be suspended from its beams, providing a unique view from 
the mezzanine and the floor below. The building brings the total area of cov-
ered space for exhibits and activities at the Museum to over 20,000 square 
feet. The new exhibit space allowed us to bring several items out of storage 
providing new exhibits in the Collection Building and elsewhere.                  o 

At the Fall Exhibition Chuck Goolden 

stands next to Lady Liberty, an exact 

replica of a well known painted wood 

statue of the late 1800s, on loan for the 

event. 

Members and visitors attend the dedica-

tion of the Horse-Drawn Equipment 

Building  during the Fall Exhibition. 

Tractor Exhibit Building Interest Grows 

I nterest is growing in the design and construction of an Antique Tractor Ex-
hibit Building. The building would be approximately 40 X 65 feet featuring a 

show room with specially featured tractors, a gallery filled with more antique 
tractors and implements, and a shop to be used for restoration and mainte-
nance. Trustee Reg Chester (contact information on last page) is leading the 
effort. The new facility could be located near the red Collection Building,  join-
ing other exhibit buildings. The Museum has nearly a dozen vintage tractors 
including a McCormick Deering 10-20 donated by Bill Bartlett, an International 
Farmall F-12 from the Brushton-Moira FFA, an Allis Chalmers B from John 
Hough, a Silver King donated by Howard Hutchinson, a Massey Harris from 
Kathy VanVleck, a Montgomery Ward twin row and an early Cletrac crawler 
from the family of Mort Backus, an Allis Chalmers from Mary Harrington, an 
Oliver Super 88 from Dwayne Martin, a Case from Reginald Chester, and a 
1929 Wallis 12-20 from James Richardson. More are promised when a build-
ing is completed.            e 

Photographs in this issue were contributed by John Bartholomew,  Mike Caskinette,  
Shirley Dickinson, Chuck Goolden, Irene Hargrave, Bob Marshall, Elaine McDonald,  

and Two Guys and a Camera . � 

for a fall exhibition of 1,140 paid visitors and countless kids filled the grounds. 
Teams of horses with wagons shuttled visitors throughout the nearly 10 acres 
of exhibits and activities. All buildings were open including the 1920s gas sta-
tion nearing completion. Corn harvesting was demonstrated using a vintage 
corn binder. The sawmill  with its improved vintage power unit zipped through 
logs. Members’ exhibits included several working engines operating washing 
machines and grinding corn. The miniature horse and draft horse pulls on 
Saturday have now become specific destinations for many visitors. Antique 
tractor pulls on Sunday had 122 hooks making it possibly the largest ever. 
Ladies carded, spun, and weaved at the horse building. At the nearby white 
barn, Chipman Champions 4-H members exhibited calves and other farm ani-
mals while chickens clucked and crowed at the chicken house. Apples were 
crushed into cider nearby. The Anderson diesel huffed and blew smoke rings 
and the Farquhar steam engine hissed and whistled as kids pulled the lan-
yard. Members drove a variety of vintage and sometimes strange small vehi-
cles including garden tractors and mini-replicas of farm tractors. The Saturday 
night spaghetti dinner and music attracted a good crowd as did the wonderful 
smell of grilling chicken on Sunday. Shoppers took advantage of bargains at 
the Attic Treasures’ tent and at vendors’ stalls. For many the highlight of the 
day was the enjoyment of a great meal followed by pie ala mode at the Pavil-
ion. Those who were there will tell you it was an excellent weekend.     ☺ 



I n late October 2012 members will receive a notice that the positions of the 
four officer/Trustees and four of the other seven Trustees will be open for 

nomination during November. Elections will be held in 2013. The current offi-
cers and one of the Trustees may succeed themselves, but three of the Trus-
tees may not. The Board of Trustees manages the business of the Museum 
and determines its direction. Among the nearly 900 members are some who 
have the time, ability, and willingness to lead. Those with special technical or 
administrative skills and certainly good people skills are needed. We should 
have diversity on the Board so that a range of interests and regions is repre-
sented. Recommendations for nominations are required to include information 
on the individuals’ qualifications and confirmation that they are willing to serve. 
The nominating committee consisting of Chair Joe Finnegan and retiring Trus-
tees Reg Chester and Bob Marshall will review the submissions and deter-
mine which of the proposed candidates meet the Board’s requirements. Nomi-
nations will be closed on December 1, 2012 followed by elections in mid-
January. Election results will be announced at the Annual Meeting of Mem-
bers to be held in mid-February 2013. If you are or know of a good candidate, 
the Museum needs your help.         ☺ 

North Country Hands Built Horse Building 
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Combine Demonstration RainCombine Demonstration RainCombine Demonstration RainCombine Demonstration Rain----DelayedDelayedDelayedDelayed    

Nominees Will Be Needed Soon 

A view from the front windows of the 

Horse-Drawn Equipment Building. 

Ron Sheppard (l), Dave Hebert, and Ed 

Sheppard demonstrated the corn binder 

during the Fall Exhibition. 

The Museum’s Silver King donated by 

Howard Hutchinson is among a growing 

collection of classic tractors. 

Headed south or west for Headed south or west for Headed south or west for Headed south or west for 
the winter? the winter? the winter? the winter?     

Please let us know when Please let us know when Please let us know when Please let us know when 
and where so the Newslet-and where so the Newslet-and where so the Newslet-and where so the Newslet-
ter will reach you. Just ter will reach you. Just ter will reach you. Just ter will reach you. Just 
send the information to send the information to send the information to send the information to 

info@www.info@www.info@www.info@www.    
slpowermuseum.com slpowermuseum.com slpowermuseum.com slpowermuseum.com     
or call (315) 344or call (315) 344or call (315) 344or call (315) 344----7470.7470.7470.7470.    

J on and Terry Mouthorp had the Allis Chalmers Model 40 combine ready to 
go at the special program on Harvesting 101 scheduled for an August Sat-

urday. The screens had been adjusted, the apron tightened, and the fields of 
rye appeared to be ripe for the picking. The combine, a modern marvel of 
1940, was designed to do the reaper’s job of cutting and gathering the stalks 
and the thresher’s job of separating the grain from the stalk - a combine ma-
chine. A small audience gathered. However, dampness from a rare earlier 
summer rain caused the rye to clog in the combine. The program was delayed 
a day to allow more drying, and on Sunday conditions were perfect. The rye 
was combined, and the seeds were bagged for future use as feed or seed. We 
will try again next year. Wight & Patterson of Canton and Agway of Potsdam 
donated sacks for the seed. Agway provided oats planted and growing at the 
Village Green. Stay tuned for future Ag 101 programs.     e 

T he new Horse-Drawn Equipment Building was built by the hands of North 
Country members and friends. The concept grew from meetings of a 

committee. Its T-shape followed that of the former Hosmer carriage house in 
Potsdam. The true timberframe construction used methods of the horse era. 
Wide wooden panels inside sawn by members provide a barn-like feeling. Tall 
cupolas with weathervane and finials reflect finer horse buildings. Windows 
provide light (soon to be UV-filtered) and a grand view of the campus. Gray 
metal siding and strong doors provide security and minimize maintenance. 
Working drawings were prepared by Roger Austin and timberframer Jacob 
Weaver. Engineering issues were addressed by Gordon Batson, PE, and 
Brooks Washington, AIA. Jim McGraw oversaw the harvesting, sawing, and 
delivery of large timbers to Weaver’s home where he and others prepared the 
mortise and tennon shapes. Foundations were built by Burns Construction Co. 
Weaver and his associates assembled the timberframe, roof, and walls. Cupo-
las were built by Ricky Burns. Museum members worked along side these 
several builders hauling timbers to the site, doing actual construction, and 
grading around the building. As work began, John Miller III drew the pen and 
ink sketch of the original concept. Numbered copies were sold to help raise 
funds for the project. A few prints remain for those who would like one.       � 

Photos this page are courtesy of Two 

Guys And A Camera. More images 

are at www.twoguysandacamera.com. 
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Pedal Pull WinnersPedal Pull WinnersPedal Pull WinnersPedal Pull Winners    

Ready or not, here come the miniature 

horses at the Saturday morning pulls 

during Old Fashioned Harvest Days. 

T he Sunday Pedal Tractor Pull 
competition at the Fall Exhibition 

drew 24 entrants and many more 
parents, grandparents, cousins, 
aunts and uncles. The winners in the 
various classes follow. 
Age 3-4: 1st, Christopher Boyea; 
2nd, Faith Schulz; 3rd, Sierra Gepp-
ner. 
Age 5: 1st, Blake Collier; 2nd, Kaitlyn 
Putman; 3rd, Kate Finnegan. 
Age 6: 1st, Aaron Putman; 2nd, Tris-
ten Cuthbert; 3rd, Blake Taylor. 
Age 7-8: 1st, Colby Beldock; 2nd, 
Conner Hendershot; 3rd, Alexus 
Cuthbert. 
Age 9-12:1st, Nicholas Beldock; 2nd, 
Ruben Boyea; 3rd, Ty Meachen.    e 

Horse Pulls Now Important Saturday Event 

Ollie Sorrell lines up the sawmill for the 

next cut. Lumber produced at the mill is 

used in Museum projects. 

Raffle Winners 

F our exciting raffles were held at 
the Fall Exhibition. 50:50s were 

held each day with raffle veterans 
Jim Locy and   Bob Moulton presid-
ing. Saturday’s winner was Denny 
McGaw, and Sunday’s was Sandy 
Moore. Sue Fregoe won the beautiful 
Life on the Farm quilt made by Sheila 
Day, and Lee Goolden won the 
unique Adirondack-style Tractor Seat 
Stools built by Fred Peryer. Raffle 
income is important, so thanks to all 
who participated. The total raffle in-
come this year was $2,421 compared 
to $2,056 last year. A special thanks 
go to Sheila and Fred who donated 
such nice items.     � 

There is always something new at every 

Exhibition. We have seen doodlebugs, 

and some have wood or wire spoke 

wheels - rarely both - but never with a 

mower on the side. 

Another bench arrives from Jefferson 

Concrete, a welcome sight. 

Christmas Gifts for Sale 

G o shopping at the members 
meeting on Sunday, October 

21. You will find limited edition num-
bered prints of John Miller’s pen 
and ink sketch of the horse barn 
reduced to $20, 2013 Old Iron cal-
endars for just $8.00, Museum lapel 
pins reduced to $4.00 (can also be 
used as tie tacks), caps, T-shirts 
and other items. See you there.   � 

Pedal Race FinalsPedal Race FinalsPedal Race FinalsPedal Race Finals    

T he Saturday Pedal Tractor 
Races have become a popular 

event at exhibitions with treats for 
participants. The winners of the 
several classes follow. 
Under 4: 1st, Gavin Niles; 2nd, Car-
son Nicholas; 3rd, Sierra Geppner. 
Age 4-5: 1st, Eliza Frederick; 2nd, 
Zayden Ober; 3rd, Cameron 
Trombley. 
Age 6-7: 1st, Ty Meacham; 2nd, 
Kurt Frederick; 3rd, Andy Fuller. 
Age 7-8: 1st, Blake Middlemiss; 
2nd, Hayden Knauf. 
Age 9-10: 1st, Ty Meacham; 2nd, 
Destiny Middlemiss; 3rd, Carson 
Gordon.             e= 

G reat sponsors support the miniature horse and draft horse pulls on Satur-
days during the annual exhibitions. This fall the following provided sup-

port: Villnave Transportation Services, Inc. of Madrid in memory of Francis 
Villnave; Wight & Patterson, Inc. of Canton; Evans Farm Repair, Inc. of Lis-
bon; H.A. Rogers (insurance) Agency, Inc. of Norfolk; MacFadden, Dier-
Leonard (insurance) Agency of Canton; and Lazy C Acres of Madrid. We 
also thank Eric Warner, Tim Hatch, and Scott Beckstead for bringing their 
teams and wagons for the riding pleasure of everyone.     

Finishers in the Miniature Horse Pull 
were:  
1st.  Vernon Varin 
2nd. Eric Trombley 
3rd.  Jim Moore 
4th.  Eric Trombley 
5th.  Gilbert Rabadau 
6th.  Dakota Rabadau 

Finishers in the Draft Horse Pull 
included the following: 
1st.  Pat McNeil 
2nd. McNeil Family 
3rd.  Jim Gordon 
4th.  Gary and Bill Thomas 
Thank you to all those who bring 
their teams to the exhibitions!     p 

Looking for donations for the WWII 
Farm House:  

•Wood cook stove 

•Hoosier kitchen cabinet 

•Cast iron sink with drainboard & legs 
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Bob Smith spent hours putting new ribs 

and ropes on the hay loader, and some-

one decorated it with pots of flowers. 

Businesses and Groups Work the Exhibition 

Shirley Dickinson admires this yellow 

REO at the Truck Show, one of George 

Tackaberry’s famous collection of trucks 

and tractors. It used to belong to St. 

Lawrence County’s Highway Dept. 

S everal businesses and groups provided important support for the Old 
Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition. These include: AJ’s Septic of Lis-

bon, Jim Mitchell, Sawyer; Madrid Fire Department; Madrid Rescue 
Squad;  Chipman Champions 4-H Club; Mid-State Golf Cars of Canton; 
River Valley Antique Tractor Club; Allison Fobare, St. Lawrence County 
Dairy Princess and her court distributing cheese from Agri-Mark; St. Law-
rence-Adirondack Chapter of the Antique Automobile Club of America; 
St. Lawrence County Maple Producers Association; Seaway Cruisers 
Classic Car Club; and Willis Shattuck, Auctioneer.        ☺ 

Job Openings Offer President’s Pay 

T he success of the Museum depends on volunteers who receive the same 
remuneration as the President and all the other Trustees and volunteers -  

the heartfelt appreciation of members and friends. Below are three important 
job opportunities for those interested in receiving the same pay. Please con-
tact the Secretary if interested (see last page for contact information).  
Historian: Research and prepare written reports on the history of items in the 
Museum including historic buildings and artifacts and of activities in the past 
such as farming and manufacturing reflected by items in the collection. Help 
prepare notes on histories for exhibits. 
Visitor Host Chairperson: Recruit and schedule hosts for regular visitor 
openings, organize invitations to schools and others for special visitations, 
provide orientation materials for new hosts, monitor condition and suitability of 
Museum facilities for visitors. 
Water System Manager: Operate and maintain the Museum’s chlorination 
system, periodically check chlorine levels at taps, schedule quarterly water 
quality tests by commercial laboratory, and prepare monthly reports to the NY 
State Dept. of Health. Not dangerous, easy training, backup available when 
needed.            � 

John Mouthorp drives the tractor while 

Tom Mouthorp sits on the Combine and 

fills bags with the harvested rye. 

Silent Auction Has Great Support 

E xcellent items donated by members and friends for the Silent Auction at 
the Fall Exhibition were augmented in a major way by area businesses. 

They provided great items to bid on, making it fun and of great benefit to the 
Museum. Thanks to the efforts of Elaine McDonald our business supporters 
this time came from Massena and include Alkies Liquor Store, Anson 
Burke at Allstate Insurance, Hubie’s Liquor & Wines, Italian Affair Res-
taurant, Jreck Subs, Pease & Gustafson LLP, Rosario’s Pizza, Sea-
Comm Federal Credit Union, Spanky’s Diner, Tractor Supply Company, 
Village Engravers, Vino Vidi Vici Restaurant, and Wendy’s Diner. The 
silent auction added nearly $700 to the bottom line. Thanks everyone!   � 

Fall Exhibition Financials ExcellentFall Exhibition Financials ExcellentFall Exhibition Financials ExcellentFall Exhibition Financials Excellent    

W e are not sure how it works out figuring income versus hours volun-
teered. However, the many hundreds of hours did pay off. The major 

sources of income were the nearly $10,000 at the kitchen, over $2,000 at the 
ice cream shop, nearly $700 at the silent auction, and $800 at the attic treas-
ures tent. Some activities had expenses such as $4,000 for food; and then 
there are overhead costs including trash removal and potties, awards, and 
others. Overall, the Fall Exhibition netted $11,145 for a total for both exhibi-
tions of $27,178. This income helps offset the rising cost of insurance 
(approaching $12,000), maintenance, advertising, utilities and fuel, and print-
ing among others. Exhibitors and volunteers can be proud of their contribution 
to the Museum’s bottom line.          � 

Engineer Wayne Hill gave rides on the 

Century Flyer during the Fall Exhibition. 



www.slpowermuseum.com 
E-mail info@slpowermuseum.com 

Webmaster: Gary Hargrave at ghargrav@twcny.rr.com 
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Harvest Days Exhibition major success. 
Truck show attracts crowd. 
Horse Equipment Building dedicated. 
New buildings proposed. 
First Ag 101 program harvests rye. 
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Museum TrusteesMuseum TrusteesMuseum TrusteesMuseum Trustees

Heading south or west? Send us the dates and ad-

dress. Why not pay your 2013 dues at the Members 

Meeting Sunday, October 21 - or just mail it in. 

A  group of early textile experts hopes to build a facil-
ity at the Museum that will feature early textiles. 

Mabel Baker states that the facility would be used to 
hold classes during the summer months in quilting, spin-
ning, rug hooking, felting, tatting, and related practices of 
the past 200-plus years. The group is developing a con-
ceptual design and identifying sources of funding. Those 
interested in supporting the project should contact Mabel 
at (315) 388-7738 or Andrea Castle at (315) 322-5663.☺ 

Early Textiles Building Sought 

Early textile demonstrations 

in the Horse Building 


