July - August 2013

Volume 15 No. 3

St. Lawrence Gas & Steam Engine Association, Inc.
January
1999 for Members of the St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum, a 501(c)(3), Education
Volume
1 Issue 1
A Newsletter
Corporation

AACA Chapter Dedicates Gas Station

T

he St. Lawrence-Adirondack Chapter of the Antique Automobile
Club of America officially opened the Gas Station on Sunday during
the June Exhibition. Chapter President Mike Goliber presented the building to the Museum, which was accepted by Museum president Al Garrand. While the Museum now owns the building, it will be used and
maintained by the Chapter. Many Chapter members brought their antique and classic automobiles as did many others. Bill Mousaw who led
the project acknowledged the help and donations provided by many
Chapter members and friends. The station is a replica of the original
which is still located at the corner of State Highways 310 and 345 in Madrid. First thoughts were to move the original gas station, but it proved to
be too fragile to do so. The new replica station is a great place to have
photos made of your classic automobile.


Members and friends watch as Bill Mousaw
speaks about the Gas Station construction at
the dedication ceremony.

NNYCF Approves Matching Grant

D

uring June the Northern New York Community Foundation announced the award of a matching grant to the Museum. The grant
stipulates the Foundation will match donations to the Museum Endowment Fund up to a total of $12,500. Donations must be made prior to the
end of 2015. The Fund is being managed by the Foundation. Begun this
year, donations already amount to over $6,000. The Endowment Fund is
a key element in assuring the long-term sustainability of the Museum. As
it grows it will provide a regular source of income which can be used as
needed. The Fund’s principal will remain and grow through the efforts of
dedicated investment professionals. If interested in making a matched
contribution, just send a check to the Treasurer noting that it is for the
Endowment Fund. Thanks!


Threat of Rain Doesn’t Dampen Show

Rande Richardson of the NNYCF presents the
announcement of the grant to the Museum to
president Al Garrand (center) while Secretary
Roger Austin looks on.

D

ark clouds and rain threatened visitors and volunteers alike on Saturday
at the Annual Antique Gas & Steam Engine
Exhibition. But the rain held and folks arrived in ever increasing numbers. Sunday
skies were bright and the weekend proved
to be nearly as grand as last year’s. Preparations during the several previous days
were not slowed by occasional sprinkles,
and the Museum was ready for its visitors
with more to offer than ever before. In the
pages that follow are samplings of all that
happened during those exciting days. 

Museum
Events
2013

Aug. 3
Aug. 31-Sept.1

Visitors at the June Exhibition head to the Maple Sugar House for sweet treats.

Saturday, 9:00 AM. Meeting of the Board of Trustees. Board meetings are open to all.
Saturday and Sunday, 22nd Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition. Set up and clean up take place the
week before and the week following.
Oct. 20
Sunday, 1:30 PM. Meeting of the Members.
Open Houses 10:00 to 2:00 on Saturday, August 10 and 24 and Sept. 14 and 28. Also open by appointment; call (315) 322-8956.
Work Days 9:00 to 12:00 on Saturday, August 24, Sept. 28 or whenever you want to join a crew. Just call a Board member.

Museum Joins Area Parades

T

he Museum has been well represented this year by floats in
several parades through the efforts of Shirley Dickinson and
great support from Wayne and JoAnn Hill, Robert Smith, Kevin
Finnegan, Mike Caskinette, Lonnie Backus, Mr. and Mrs. Carl
Caskinette, Mary Thomas Bernard Smith, and members of the
Boys Scouts of America.

Museum floats joined the
Dairy Princess Parade
June 1 in Canton (upper
r), Norwood on July 4
(lower r) and Potsdam
on July 14 (upper l). Tim
Hatch pulled the oil wagon with his team of Double H Percherons at the
Dairy Princess Parade.

NEEDED: Baked goods and
attic treasures for the Old
Fashioned Harvest Days
Exhibition. Thanks! O

Help the Museum and Buy Green Energy - A proposal for members

A

t its June meeting, the Board of Trustees decided to participate in a program with Viridian Energy. Viridian is an
energy supply company that has a significant fund raising opportunity through green energy electric supply with
our utilities. The Museum’s participation in Viridian’s Residual Fund Raising Program guarantees a monthly donation
to the Museum to help with operating expenses. In addition it offers potential benefit for those members who sign up.
When you sign up as a Viridian customer, you can save money over time on the supply portion of your energy bill
and do your part for the environment by choosing greener energy. The best part of all is that you would be doing all of
this while helping the Museum. Every month that you pay your energy bill as a Viridian customer, the Museum receives
income based on your energy usage. Plus the Museum receives a bonus of $250 for every 25 customers it signs up.
It is important to know that you will continue to be a National Grid customer. You will still be billed by National
Grid. It will still maintain the wires, the poles and do the repairs in case of an electric outage. However, Viridian will be
your energy supplier. If at any time you do not wish to continue with Viridian you can go back to National Grid or
choose whatever energy supplier you wish.
The July comparison of energy rates for Madrid shows National Grid at 6.4 cents per kwh while Viridian is at 3.49
cents, a 54% difference. This is not an introductory rate; the Viridian cost per kwh was less than National Grid in eleven
of the last twelve months yielding a savings of over 50% for customers. In addition the Electric Supply Reconciliation
Mechanism (ESRM), Merchant Fees, and the Delivery Sales Tax will be eliminated from the monthly bill.
It is easy to enroll by taking information directly from your National Grid bill. If you think you might be interested in
signing up as a Viridian customer you will be able to enroll at the Harvest Festival on Aug. 31 & Sept. 1. Viridian Associates Pam Short (315-323-4262) and Rod Coffey (315-730-9144) will be present to answer questions and assist any
member who would like to sign up. Museum Treasurer Chuck Goolden (315-262-2525 or 208-890-2299) will also be
present to answer questions about Viridian, green energy and enrollment. To enroll at the Harvest Festival all you have
to do is bring your National Grid bill with you. Though participants in the Viridian Green Energy Program have benefited significantly from lower average energy costs, past performance is not a guarantee of future performance. All energy consumers should
periodically monitor the performance of their providers.
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Amidst the fun was fund raising at the Show

Bob Moulton (r) sells 50:50 tickets to
Myron Langford at the Exhibition.

Shirley Dickinson designed and distributed free admission tokens to help sell
the idea of coming to our Exhibitions.

Nancy Garrand sells a shirt with the
Museum’s logo to Lee Goolden.

Revenues from the Attic Treasures tents
have become an important component
of financial support.

Interested in helping coordinate enquiries regarding
use of the Museum for special events like weddings,
reunions, and shows?
Please contact Mary Jean
Chester at (315) 394-6513.
Dave Gibson (above) and Barbara Alford keep the grounds looking great.

We Will Remember

W

e regret to report that
member Edward Jordan of
Lisbon passed away during June.
Ed was the current President of
the River Valley Antique Tractor
Club which has partnered with the
Museum and its predecessor organization for many years to bring
tractor pulls to its exhibitions. The
Museum extends its most sincere
sympathy to his wife Deborah and
his family.
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Auctioneer Jimmy Armstrong sold a load
of goods to an eager crowd during the
Museum’s Old Iron Auction.

(r-l) Rudi Sinkeldam, Elaine McDonald,
Kevin Finnegan and others sold tickets
and gave out free smiles at the gate.

Composting Guidance

O

ld Fashioned Harvest Days will
host a member of the Master
Gardener Volunteers Program operating through the Cornell Cooperative
Extension. Master Gardner Shi Krieg
will be there to offer advice on how
you can manage a successful composting system.


Civil War Encampment Coming to Harvest Days
The 11th New York
Regiment will have
an encampment at
the Museum during
Old Fashioned Harvest Days this coming
Labor
Day
weekend. The highlight of the program
will
be
loading
demonstrations on
its two cannons.
Scott Wilson will be
there to welcome
civilian visitors. 
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Financial Notes - Good News

D

uring the last Board Meeting, Treasurer Chuck Goolden reported that
the Museum’s net worth exceeded $1,026,000 with virtually no debt.
Of immediate interest were the results of the June Exhibition. Net income
totaled $14,700, down about $500 from the previous year. Considering the
unstable weather on the first day, the results were still very satisfying. Several budgeted projects remain to be completed including restoration of the
Schoolhouse, a fire suppression system for the kitchen hood, installation of
lights in the Horse Equipment Building, and security system among others.
The importance of having good roads in rainy weather encouraged the
Board to increase the allocation for their improvement to $5,000. VicePresident Reg Chester reported that plans for an Antique Tractor Exhibit
Building were firming up. Some funding has been received. If sufficient
pledges and funds are available, the project probably will be a major component of the 2014 construction budget.


The “new” 1962 US Army dump truck was
put to work stockpiling top soil by Bob
Smith and Ken Tupper preparing ground
for new roads.

Visitors could explore a great variety of member and Museum exhibits during the June Exhibition including live animals, an excellent Indian motorcycle and other replicas, the Sustainable Living Project, carved models, restored garden tractors, the GooldenMann Farm House, and the Collection Building - all with much for kids to see. A new model train exhibit from Norwood, a farm
fence exhibit, and “modern” machines were there for all to enjoy.
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Construction Projects Keep Members Busy

C

onstruction at the Museum resumed this year as soon as warm weather
arrived. The newest project is a 12 X 15 foot Storage Building which will
house the BBQ grills and supplies as well as hardware and tools presently
stored in the Pumphouse at the Goolden-Mann farmstead. The Pumphouse
will be open to visitors at the Fall Exhibition. Work resumed to begin completion of the stair railings in the Horse Equipment Building. June Exhibition visitors were able to see the Vertical Saw Mill back at work, and everyone noted
how nice the Public Toilets looked with battens added to the walls and a fresh
coat of paint. Efforts are underway to finish restoration of the exterior of the
Schoolhouse before the Fall Exhibition. Anyone interested in helping with any
of these projects should call Reg Chester, Roger Austin, or any other Trustee.
Contact information is on the last page.


Don Lustyik paints the storage shed built
by Reg Chester and Wayne Hill.

The St. Lawrence Co. Dairy
Princess Court
provided a bit
of glamor to the
June Exhibition
and reminded
all of the importance of the
dairy industry.
The Vertical Saw Mill was back in
operation at the June Exhibition.
Many one-cylinder flywheel
engines could be seen in
operation during the Annual Antique Gas & Steam
Engine Exhibition in June.

July - August 2013

Page 5

Demonstrations during the June Exhibition included more than just engines. Terry McKendree did chainsaw carving; Andi Castle,
Carole Lama, Barbara Evans, Phyllis Brock, Grace Hargrave, Martha Sinkeldam, Pat Bartlett, Ann Thomas, Mary Day, and Mabel
Baker demonstrated early textile techniques; Cathy VanVleck showed how to cook with a Dutch oven; Ron Riley demonstrated wood
carving; David Flight made rope; and Carol Austin showed how chicks hatch from eggs - just some of the offerings to be seen.

Great food keeps visitors and volunteers alike happy and it takes a large number of volunteers to make this happen. We try to keep
food prices modest. Even so, the number of BBQ chickens, burgers, spaghetti dinners, ice cream and drinks sold makes this an important source of income for the Museum. Above are some of the cooks and visitors.
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View from the window at the Horse-Drawn Equipment Building during the Annual Antique Gas & Steam Engine Exhibition.

Pulls with draft horses and miniature horses, wagon rides, and pony rides were very popular at the June Exhibition.

Many visitors came just to see the tractors and tractor pulls
on Sunday at the Annual Antique Gas & Steam Engine Exhibition. “The only difference between men and boys . . . . ..”
July - August 2013

Young visitors
dream of things to
come in the years
ahead.
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OBPA Donates Railroad Motor Car

T

he Museum has received an historic railroad motor car from the Ogdensburg Bridge & Port Authority. Wade Davis, Executive Director of the Authority, stated that it was “pleased to donate the car to the Museum’s collection of historic items where it will preserve a piece of the North Country’s railroad history.” Delivery of the motor car was facilitated by the New York and
Ogdensburg Railroad which operates the Authority’s shortline between Ogdensburg and Norwood. The motor car now rests on tracks provided by
Knowlton & Sons, which the Museum has bedded in gravel. The motor car
was built by Fairmont Railway Motors, Inc. perhaps as early as the 1920s. Its
engine is believed to have been built by the Waukesha Motor Company. Beginning in the 1960s motorcars were gradually replaced by regular road vehicles specially equipped with steel wheels that could be lowered for use on
railroad tracks. Motor cars were used to carry men and pull equipment to
maintain the railways. In the early 1900s they replaced the hand-pumped cars
which exposed men to all types of weather and tiring trips at the end of the
day. Power from the (then) rapidly improving gasoline engines was a welcome
relief to workers and it improved their productivity.


Dues are only $15 for members 18 and older. Spouses are free.
Junior members are only $5. Organizations may belong to the
Museum as Associate Members with dues of only $25. New
members signing up after July 1 are considered paid through
the following year. Pay your dues at the Fall Exhibition or
mail them to: Treasurer, SLPEM, PO Box 400, Madrid 13660.
A Museum membership
makes a great Christmas gift.

Steve Hudson brought a classic truck
with a load of perfectly restored Cub
Cadets to the June Exhibition.

Four railroaders ride the rails at the
Annual Antique Gas & Steam Engine
Exhibition in June.

During Old Fashioned
Harvest Days do your
Christmas Shopping Early.
Stop in at the soft goods
booth next to the Ice
Cream Corner and you will
find shirts, T-shirts, lapel
pins and other items featuring the Museum’s name
and logo. Share your pride!
We are again indebted to
the Madrid Volunteer Fire
Department and the Madrid Rescue Squad for the
important services they
provide during Exhibitions. Thank you all!! 

Members brought old iron and related items for sale at the June Exhibition such as engines, manuals, or wrought iron tongs.
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Board Approves Friends of the Schoolhouse

A

t its recent meeting, the Board of Trustees recognized the Friends of the
Schoolhouse at the committee to be responsible for programs and general maintenance of the Museum’s Schoolhouse No. 12. Judy Liscum was
appointed Chair of the committee. The Friends had met earlier. At that time
Vernice Church agreed to act as its Secretary. The Friends will report to the
Board and make recommendations for its approval and support. Reconstruction efforts have been renewed with efforts focused on completing the exterior
by the Fall Exhibition.


Hugh Newton promotes delicious real maple
cotton candy available at the Maple Sugar
House. Be sure to get some this fall.

Judy Liscum (l) with friends at the
Schoolhouse during the June Exhibition.

Elliott Wood was schoolmaster
on Saturday at the June Exhibition.
Kyle Hartman has donated antique front
and interior doors for the Schoolhouse.

Ford Motor Company sent the prototype
of their newest garden tractor for
demonstration at the June Exhibition.
This state-of-the-art machine was accompanied by the ladies seen driving it.
The Kids’ Pedal Tractor Pull in the
Horse Exhibit Building attracted a big
crowd of junior pullers and an even larger number of proud parents and grandparents. This event and the Pedal Tractor Races have become very popular.

Ken and Bernice Crossett with the table that Ken built for the Fall Exhibition Raffle. Buy your tickets when you
get there or call 344-7470.

Be sure to put the 23rd Annual
Old Fashioned Harvest Days on your calendar.
Saturday - Sunday, August 31 - September 1.
Prep the week before; clean up the days after. 
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(l-r) Elaine McDonald, Shirley Dickinson, and Linda Goolden getting the last
Newsletter ready for mailing. Thanks!
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inside...
Lots of photos of the June Exhibition - great show!
AACA Chapter dedicates Gas Station.
NNYCF grant promotes Endowment Fund growth.
Museum joins local parades.
Railroad motor car donated by OBPA

Museum Trustees
President/Trustee: Alan L. Garrand, 299 County Rt. 20, Richville, NY 13681.
Phone (315) 287-7225. E-mail nagarrand@twcny.rr.com.
Vice-President/Trustee: Reginald F. Chester, 8350 County Rt. 27, Lisbon,
NY 13656. Phone (315) 394-6513. E-mail: rmjchester@verizon.net.
Secretary/Trustee: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls,
NY 13680. Phone/Fax (315) 344-7470. Winters: 179 Lakecrest Dr. NE,
Milledgeville, GA 31061. Phone/Fax (478) 453-3640. E-mail:
rsaustin123@earthlink.net.
Treasurer/Trustee: Charles F. Goolden, 141 W. Higley Road, Colton, NY
13625. Winters: 5422 W. Parsons Dr., Boise, ID 83714. Phone (315) 2622525. Cel. Phone (208) 890-2299. E-mail: cgoolden@gmail.com.
Trustee: Charles O. Alton, PO Box 15, 60 Van Buren St., Antwerp, NY
13608. Phone (315) 659-8670. E-mail: maytagalton@gmail.com.
Trustee: Terry Billings, 731 State Hwy. 310, Canton, NY 13617. Phone (315)
386-4154.
Trustee: Wayne E. Day, 1065 County Rt. 30, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone (315)
322-8956. E-mail: day37@slic.com.
Trustee: Kevin Finnegan, 3357 County Rt. 14, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone
(315) 322-5771. E-mail: maplemeadowsfinnegan@gmail.com.
Trustee: Wayne Hill, 510 Baker Road, Potsdam, NY 13676. Phone (315) 322
-4002.
Trustee: William (Bill) C. Pharoah, 83 Pleasant Street, Hermon, NY 13652.
Phone (315) 347-4737. E-mail wpap81@hotmail.com. Winters: 7222 W.
Brady Lane, Homosassa, FL 34446. Phone (352) 628-3558.
Trustee: Kenneth G. Tupper, 760 State Hwy. 68, Canton, NY 13617. Phone
(315) 386-2162. E-mail jean_tupper@yahoo.com.
Assistant Treasurer/Honorary Trustee: Lee Dezell, 1648 County Rt. 31,
Lisbon, NY 13658. Phone (315) 393-6328. E-mail: leedezell@gmail.com.
www.slpowermuseum.com
E-mail info@slpowermuseum.com
Webmaster: Gary Hargrave at ghargrav@twcny.rr.com
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The Museum grows through the work and support
of its members. Please join us during work days or
contact those who are chairing projects and tell them
you would like to help. Thanks!


Collection Management Expands

T

he new Collection Crew met recently to review items
being offered for the collection. Present and past
members of the Board are asked to tag (available at the
Pavilion desk) each item with the name of the donor, a
contact number, and their own name. Information from
the tags will be passed on to Shi Krieg who will document
the offerings and assign a preliminary ID. Robin Duncan
will photograph
the items for the
record. A team
of
specialists
will
determine
which items are
to be accessed
(accepted). Exhibit signs will
be prepared by
Mary
Jones.
Want to help?
Call Roger AusBert Beswick (r) and Jack Lawrence retin at 344-7470.
laxing in the Collections Building, sur
rounded by unique antiques.
PHOTOS BY ROGER AUSTIN, JOHN BARTHOLOMEW,
SHIRLEY DICKINSON, AND CHUCK GOOLDEN.
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