
A  mild fall allowed work to begin on the Eq-
uine Pavilion. Burns Construction brought 

in equipment to dig and pour the footers for the 
tall posts. Then lifting equipment set them in 
place, followed by massive laminated beams and 
roof trusses. Two shades of tan steel roofing and 
siding are being applied at this writing. The build-
ing will become the largest at the Museum with its 
main arena being 96 X 50 feet and a spectator 
section 20 feet deep along its length. Project 
chair John Castle sees many activities taking 
place when the building is completed including 
horse pulls, riding and driving competitions, eq-
uine education programs, and auctions - not to 
mention winter storage for large equipment. Aluminum bleachers will provide seating for  spectators. Construction of the 

building has been made possible by a 
grant from the St. Lawrence River 
Valley Redevelopment Agency, 
administered by the St. Lawrence 
County Industrial Development 
Agency; a grant from SeaComm 
Federal Credit Union; and by the 
generous volunteer and financial sup-
port of members and friends.   
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R eassembly of the ca. 1850 Log Cabin from the Town of Lisbon has begun. 
It now rests on a new foundation. Rotten logs have been replaced, and the 

logs have been carefully stacked and pegged in place. The loft has a new sub-
floor of vintage lumber. The original pole rafters were re-set and covered with 
original and replacement boards to form a roof. The gable ends beneath the 
roof were covered with more vintage lumber. To protect the building and spe-
cial lumber stored inside from winter weather, a temporary tin roof was set in 
place, and the building was covered with house-wrap. Much remains to be 
done including installation of a shingle roof, framing and installation of doors 
and windows, finished floors, stairs, and lots of chinking between the logs. A 
photo of some of those who volunteered can be found on page 2.  

With the logs reassembled and temporary 
steel roof completed, workers are cover-
ing the gable ends. 

N ominations are now open for the elections to be concluded at the Annual 
Meeting of the Members on February 12, 2017. Nominations must be re-

ceived by the Committee by January 7, 2017. Ballots will be mailed to mem-
bers soon after. Positions open for election include all the officers, two trustees 
for three-year terms, and one trustee for a one year term - a position normally 
reserved for the past president. Members wishing to nominate or recommend 
someone for nomination should either call or email Barbara Fisher (contact 
information is on the back page) or mail their recommendation to the Museum. 
Individuals recommended will be informed of the duties of a Trustee, and their 
willingness to serve will be determined. The Nominations and Elections Com-
mittee will then prepare a slate of nominees with a summary of their qualifica-
tions. Trustees are expected to attend most of the seven or eight Board meet-
ings held each year, to serve on a major committee or lead a project, and be 
able to contribute new ideas to support the Museum’s growth and improve-
ment. Trustees represent the Museum and its members as hosts, and at pub-
lic events and forums. Help us identify some great nominees.    

 Museum  
 Events 

 2017 

 

February 11 Saturday: Board Meeting. 8:00 am. Location to be announced. Board meetings are open to all. 
February 12 Sunday: Annual Meeting of the Members.1:30 PM at the Madrid Community Center. 
May 13 Saturday: First Open House (10:00-2:00). 
May 27 Saturday: First Work Day (9:00-12:00) and Open House (10:00-12:00).  
June 11-12 Saturday-Sunday: Annual Spring Antique Gas & Steam Engine Exhibition. 
September 3-4 Saturday-Sunday: Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition. 

The Log Cabin buttoned up for winter. 
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Call for Nominations of Officers and Trustees 

Log Cabin Reconstruction Begins 

The Equine Pavilion in early December after our first real snow. 

Equine  Building Construction Underway 
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T he Print Shop Committee Co-Chaired by Robert O’Marah,  Ron Ri-
ley    and Ted Ritzko met at the Hometown Café in Madrid to dis-

cuss the future of letter presses and related equipment donated by To-
ny and Anne Gilbert and Mike Martin. Several efforts will get underway 
including cleaning the equipment and selecting the pieces that best suit 
the needs of a functioning Print Shop. Some maintenance is needed 
such as replacement of rollers. Decisions will be made on whether to 
use electric motors or foot pedals to power the units. A shop will be 
designed that will be fully functional while also preserving and exhibit-
ing items used by printers in the past. Programs will include demon-
strations of how the presses operate for visitors. Perhaps the most im-
portant plans are those which will provide instruction in the use and 
maintenance of the presses. Discussions even included doing small 
commercial jobs that are well suited to a letter press. Reg Chester and 
a group of other volunteers moved equipment from Martin’s storage 
while the Committee brought in type and other items from the Gilberts 
still stored at Kenneth Gordon’s barn. Anyone interested in working 
with the Committee and learning how to operate the equipment should 
contact Robert O’Marah at (315) 344-7478 or email romar-
ah@verizon.net.       

Print Shop Committee Makes Plans 

Members present at the TAUNY award ceremony 

included (l-r front) Mary Jean Chester, Gary Har-

grave, Carol Austin, Shirley Dickinson, (l-r rear) 

Reg Chester, Lee Williams, Dave Baker, Connie 

Martin, and Roger Austin. 

The new propane heater being installed in the 

shop at the Antique Tractor Building. 

Robert O’Marah,  Ron Riley, and Ted Ritzko met 

at the Hometown Café in Madrid to discuss the 

future of the Print Shop. 

The crew at the Log Cabin worked its 

last day in cold rain. Pictured are (l-r) 

Lee Williams, John Castle, Irene and 

Gary Hargrave, Carol Austin, Leon 

Cline, Maurice Campbell, and Myron 

Langford. Other volunteers included 

Roger Austin, Reg Chester who loaned 

the use of his Case-IH tractor, Bob 

Smith, and Ken Tupper. The founda-

tion was built by Parker Line Striping 

of DeKalb Junction and roof erection 

was done by D.D. Construction of 

Massena.  

Museum Receives TAUNY’s Heritage Award 

I n mid-October, the Museum received the North Country Heritage 
Award from TAUNY (Traditional Arts in Upstate NY) during their an-

nual Salute to North Country Heritage held in Canton. The Award was 
in their Evergreen Award category. Their announcement notes “The 
St. Lawrence Power and Equipment Museum in Madrid began as the 
St. Lawrence Gas & Steam Association in 1976 as a group . . . . inter-
ested in preserving and teaching about the changing technology of 
machinery including antique engines, tractors, and related farm equip-
ment.” The glass trophy and framed announcement can be seen at the 
Museum’s office in the Pavilion Building. The Museum has had an as-
sociation with TAUNY going back several years. TAUNY’s founder, 
Varick Chittenden, was one of the Museum’s first speakers at its annu-
al dinners. The Museum also sponsored an exhibit of traditional art 
and folklore by TAUNY with support from the New York State Council 
on the Arts at one of its first exhibitions at its home in Madrid.  

A new vented heater in the Antique Tractor Building will extend the 

working season in its shop. A crew of volunteers finished insulating the 

room this summer. With its welding equipment and other tools along 

with improvements in lighting and electrical service, the shop has be-

come an excellent location for restorations and teaching.    



Bill Bartlett drives the Cletrac dozer in 
the tractor parade. The dozer was donat-
ed by Mort Backus and Sons. 
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Members Recognized for Service 

Barbara and Don Lustyik with their 

award. 

A t the Fall meeting of the Members, three members were recognized for 
their outstanding dedication and support of the Museum. President Re-

ginald Chester presented plaques to the recipients, commemorating the event.  
Don and Barbara Lustyik 
Don and Barbara make a great team. Don has been Coordinator of the Annual 
Exhibitions for the last several years. During that time these events have 
grown, the list of volunteers has grown, and show revenues can now cover the 
Museum’s operating costs. His repair work on the Farm House, along with that 
of others who also worked many hours, has the building on a sound footing 
with new siding, the back entrance room leveled and its floor covered, and a 
new front porch. In the Horse-Drawn Equipment Building, the new heavy racks 
on the wall that he and others installed have greatly increased the space avail-
able for exhibits. His advice and counsel are important assets we are privi-
leged to enjoy. Barbara is one of our big dippers at the ice cream shop and 
can be found there during Exhibitions. She also helps Amy Moulton, working 
late hours after the Exhibitions are over, count the monies collected from 
throughout the Museum. Amy enjoys her patient and accurate work. 
Marcia Oney 
Marcia has been Chair of the Membership Committee for many years, keeping 
track of members and friends of the Museum, mailing out membership cards, 
and extending condolences from the Museum when an occasion requires. 
During the Exhibitions you will find her at the Registration Desk. She and Jean 
Tupper collect dues, sign up new members, and record address changes. In 
the spring, Marcia will be in the Horse-Drawn Equipment Building, adding to 
her fly collection, moving out resident mice, dusting, cleaning, and generally 
getting the place ready for our visitors, especially during the Exhibitions. The 
process is reversed in the fall as she puts away seat cushions, blankets, and 
other items popular with mice and moths, and putting out lethal snacks for 
them. During the summer she assures that the building remains ready for its 
intended visitors.        

 

 
 

If you want to learn about tractors, these 
are the masters. The Museum offers only 
the best. 

Photos in this issue provided by 
Roger Austin and John Castle.  

Membership Committee chair Marcia 

Oney received her award. 

From the Editor: Year End Giving - An Opportunity 

P lans for the Print Shop remind us that it is not the only place where mem-
bers are invited to receive on-the-job training. The Early Textiles Center will 

soon be built and will provide opportunity for shared learning. Likewise the 
Blacksmith Shop. But there are also specific skills that can be learned through-
out the Museum - buzzing and splitting cord wood, sawing lumber, making 
shingles, tractor driving, plowing, threshing, operating a one-cylinder engine, 
operating a steam engine, shelling and grinding corn, harnessing a horse, trac-
tor pulling - and more. You will be expected to learn as fast as you are com-
fortable. All you need to do is contact Don Lustyik at (315) 353-2749 or 
barbdonlustyik@yahoo.com and let him know. He will be sure that you are put 
in contact with the right person and help you get started. Passing on old skills 
is an important part of the Museum’s mission. Why not have fun doing it?   

Learning a New Skill - A Member Privilege 

T hroughout the year there are dozens of groups that ask for my support. They 
range from patriotic to political, refugees to puppies and kittens, education-

al to entertaining, and inspiring to terribly sad. It seems like everyone wants 
my help. I tend to support those with immediate needs. But I really like to 
make gifts that are investments and have a great long-term impact. The sea-
sons of Thanksgiving and Christmas remind me I’m still alive and have had 
another good year. And that it’s time to share before another year passes. I like 
to support the Museum and its mission. They mean a lot to me, and I hope you 
feel  the same.  Large gift or small, I can stipulate the use of the gift. But what 
to support?! Endowment is always a good choice. Or a  building project. Or 
the general fund. I better get to it now - the year is almost over.    



Page 4 St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum   

St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum 

1755 State Highway 345 
PO Box 400 
Madrid, NY 13660-0400 
 
Temp-Return Service Requested 

US Postage Paid 
Permit No. 8 

 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

 

Madrid, NY 
13660 

Museum Trustees 

President/Trustee: Reginald F. Chester, 8350 County Route 27, Lisbon, 
New York 13656. Phone (315) 394-6513. Cell (315) 244-2330. Email: 
rmjchester@slic.com. 
Vice-President/Trustee: Kevin Finnegan, 3357 County Rt. 14, Madrid, 
NY 13660. Phone (315) 322-5771. Email: maplemeadowsfinne-
gan@gmail.com. 
Secretary/Trustee: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer 
Falls, NY 13680. Phone (315) 344-7470 or cell (315) 869-1665. Win-
ters: 179 Lakecrest Dr. NE, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061. Phone (478) 
453-3640. Email: rsaustin123@earthlink.net. 
Treasurer/Trustee: Lee W. Dezell, 1648 County Route 31, Lisbon, NY 
13658. Phone (315)393-6328. Email: leedezell@gmail.com. 
Trustee: John L. Castle, 1015 County Rt. 44, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone 
(315) 322-5663. Email: andreacastle22@gmail.com. 
Trustee: Joseph A. Finnegan, PO Box 101, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone 
(315) 322-4017. Cell: (315) 322-3818. Email: jfinnega@twcny.rr.com. 
Trustee: Alan L. Garrand, 299 County Rt. 20, Richville, NY 13681. 
Phone (315) 287-7225. Email: nagarrand@twcny.rr.com. 
Trustee: Gary F. Hargrave, 10 River Street, Norwood, NY 13668. 
Phone (315) 353-2888. Email: ghargrav@twcny.rr.com. 
Trustee: Arthur Knauf, Jr., 522 Horseshoe Road, Heuvelton, NY 13654. 
Phone (315) 344-6373. Email: knauf.arthur@gcsk12.org. 
Trustee: Connie J. Martin, 501 County Route 36, Chase Mills, New 
York 13621. Phone (315) 769-8883. Email: cjmartin54@email.com. 
Trustee: Eric J. Warner, 1806 River Road, DeKalb Junction, NY  13630
-4133. Phone (315) 393-7931. Email: everpleasantacres@yahoo.com. 
Recording Secretary: Barbara F. Fisher, 104 County Route 31, Madrid, 
NY 13660. Phone (315) 322-0501. Email bfisher001@twcny.rr.com. 
 

Newsletter Editor: Roger S. Austin 
Webmaster: Gary F. Hargrave, Visit: http://slpowermuseum.com/  

Contact us at: info@slpowermuseum.com 
          Find us on   

Please keep your address information up to date.  We are charged first-class rates for returned mail and again if we re-mail it to you. 

 

 

 

As a TAUNY Heritage Award recipient the Museum was invited to 

create an exhibit in a showcase near the entrance of their facility in 

Canton. The exhibit features photos of most of the Museum’s build-

ings and selected artifacts which reflect its broad areas of interest. 


