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T his past winter saw much work done to unravel the mystery of 
who built the Log Cabin now being reconstructed at the Muse-

um. Pat Dominie, an active member of the Museum and the St. 
Lawrence County Historical Association and Bryan Thompson 
who is the DeKalb Town Historian have searched records in the 
St. Lawrence County clerk’s office and deed room, the County 
Historical Association archives, and elsewhere. Maps from 1858, 
1865, 1868, and 1896; census listings from 1850 and 1860; old 
wills; and photos  have been located. It appears the cabin was 
built by a member of the Madill family which arrived in the region 
from Ireland in the early 1800’s not long after the Flackville-
Lisbon area was first settled. Duplication of names from genera-
tion to generation and reconciliation of the early maps means 
more work remains to determine the actual builder, and the build-
er might not have been the first occupant. Stay tuned as the 
search continues with Pat and Bryan in pursuit.    

T he election of new Trustees was completed during the Annual 
Meeting of the Members in February. President Reg Chester, 

Secretary Roger Austin, and Treasurer Lee Dezell were re-
elected to serve another year. Trustee Joe Finnegan was elected 
to move up to the Vice-President’s position. Darrin Jock from 
Dickinson Center and Ron Sheppard from Heuvelton were seat-
ed for three-year terms, each serving the Board for the first time. 
Wayne Day, a former President and Trustee, and Kevin Finne-
gan our former Vice-President were elected to serve the final 
year each of two unexpired terms. Al Garrand was re-elected to 
serve a third one-year term generally reserved for the former 
President. The names and contact information of the current 
Board always can be found on the last page of the Newsletter. 
President Chester got things off to an earlier start than usual with 
a Board meeting in April. The next one is scheduled for 8:00 AM, 
May 20 at the Pavilion Building. Board meetings are open, and 
Museum members are invited to see how the Museum is man-
aged. The coming meeting will focus on plans for the June Exhi-
bition on June 10-11 and the various projects underway.  

 Museum  
 Events 

 2017 

May 13 Saturday: First Open House (10:00-2:00). 
May 20 Saturday: Board Meeting in the Pavilion Building. (8:00 AM) 
May 27 Saturday: First Work Day (9:00-12:00) and Open House (10:00-12:00).  
June 11-12 Saturday-Sunday: Annual Spring Antique Gas & Steam Engine Exhibition. 
July Saturday: 14th Annual Banquet in the Pavilion Building. (6:00 PM). 
August  Plans underway for a Country School Reunion. See page 4. 
September 3-4 Saturday-Sunday: Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition. 

The Equine Building only needs electricals, bird netting, 
doors and curtains. Bleachers are here (March photos). 
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T he Equine Building will be ready for use this summer. All the 
framing has been completed. The steel roof and siding have 

been set in place. Burns Construction which is doing the pro-
ject is now working on the electrical elements. Bird netting will be 
added to keep winged beasts from nesting. With doors and cur-
tains in place, it will be ready for all-weather use. The bleachers 
have arrived and are ready for installation. Won’t be long now.  

Equine  Building Nears Completion 
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The circle shows the approximate location of the Log 

Cabin about 1858. Which Madill built it, A, WH, or D? 
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Gifts in 2016 Expand Collection Number and Variety 

T he Collection Management Committee registered over 60 offerings during 2016 includ-
ing 21 excellent books. Many were selected as items for use in the collection or else-

where. Some items were held for review in 2017. Others were modern and will find appli-
cation in other areas. Among members of the Committee is a group of experts covering 
many of the categories of items held by the Museum. The group recommends to the 
Board of Trustees which items should be accessioned and places values on these items. 
These include Charles Alton, Dave Baker, John Castle, Reg Chester, Lee Dezell, Al Gar-
rand, Gary Hargrave, Art Knauf, Robert Marshall, and Jim McGraw among others. Re-
gretfully , the Museum may not provide appraisals of items belonging to others. 

Andrea Castle accepted the new position of Donations 
Coordinator. She is responsible for gathering infor-
mation on items donated including name of donor, provenance, description, and photo 
among others. A receipt number is assigned each offering. After issuing the receipt 
number she attaches an I.D. label on each item. Items approved for accession to the 
collection are given accession numbers. Shirley Dickinson has placed numbers on 
hundreds of items in the past few years. Her work has reduced the backlog in this ar-
ea. Ryan Coleman is the Data Entry Coordinator. He records information about each 
item accessioned using PastPerfect software. This year he began also collecting digi-
tal photos of each item making future reference to them much more certain. Shirley 
Dickinson and Bob Smith continue to improve 
signage. The tractor collection and agricultural 

equipment received special attention in 2016. 

Two needs were highlighted in 2016. The Management Committee still has no 
Chair. Roger Austin has been coordinating much of the work, but a suitable candi-
date still needs to be found. It is also time to find a Librarian to oversee the grow-
ing collection of modern reference works, not to mention the large 
number of vintage publications, maps, and photos. A sorting is 
needed with some items being accessioned.         

Offerings addressed in 2016 were donated by: 
Bill Bartlett and Pete Green: Bay City excavator power shovel. 
Richard Bentley: Foot powered band saw. 
Mrs. Carpenter and son: Hand operated dragsaw. 
Andrea Castle: Dress form for the Early Textiles Building. 
Richard Castle: Pride of the West coffee barrel. 
Lee Dezell: Book shelf for the Early Textiles Building. 
Charles, Evalyn and Donald Duncan: Big wooden tool box with tools. 
Frankfort Hill Historical Society: Bear skin muffs. 
Earl Froats and Laurie Marr: School desk. 
Charles Goolden: Enamelware pots and pans, milk box, pie carrier. 
Preston and Janet Harris: Rare Simpson Jumbo farm tractor and Massey Harris 
swather (mower/windrower). 
John Hough: Two beautiful spinning (walking) wheels, ca. 1790. 
Barbara and Don Lustyik: Oil bucket with lid and spigot. 
Robert and Roberta Marshall: Yard stick with Flack name. 
Lester Martin Family: Print shop equipment including presses and type cabinets. 
Frances and Hough Miller: Wagon seat, ca. 1860. 
Carol and Robert Moulton: Loveseat and chairs. 
Robert O’Marah: Wooden beam plow. 
Jeff Prouty: 3 1/2 h.p. Associated gas engine. 
Arnold Rauscher: Beautifully crafted wheat scythe. 
Janice Sibbitts: St. Lawrence County farm land classification map. 
Reggie Stowe family: United farm tractor and Allis Chalmers C farm tractor. 
Rick Swanson: Cable tensioner, metal shears. 
Ruby and Dick Volans: Two wooden clothes bars for drying. 
Darwin Wallace Family: 21 volume collection of tractor reference books. 
Clark Warner: School desk. 

 

Ca. 1800 Spinning Wheel (aka walk-

ing wheel). 

1926 Bay City Excavator Shovel. 

3½ h.p. Associated Engine. 

 

 

 

1951 Massey Harris Swather (windrowing 
mower). 

 

United Tractor (steel wheels in front 

might not belong). 

Oil Bucket. 
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Good Things Happening in the Tractor Building 

Sam Morrison with the tractors donated 

by the Joseph Randi family. Above: Allis 

Chalmers CA. Below: the International 

140 without its engine  shroud. 

A n antifreeze leak in the Allis Chalmers C donated earlier by John Hough 
led to the discovery that its block had cracked. Later, a phone call to Reg 

Chester resulted in a donation of tractors from the Joseph Randi family in 
Crary Mills. The tractors had been carefully restored and kept in canvas co-
vers. The first was a 1958/60 International 140 and the second a 1950-51Allis 
Chalmers CA. The former tractor’s pistons were stuck and the latter needed 
some minor work. With John Castle’s installation of the propane heater in the 
Antique Tractor Building, warm space was available to make the necessary 
repairs. Sam Morrison stepped up early in the winter to work on the Hough 
tractor. He removed the engine and replaced it with one from the Allis 
Chalmers tractor donated last year by the Reggie Stowe family. Reg, Dave 
Baker, John, and Bob Tracey picked up the tractors from the Randi family. 
After solvent was applied to the stuck pistons, the International was soon run-
ning smoothly. The Allis Chalmers only required some minor repairs. Sam 
spent many hours this past winter getting the three tractors back in good con-
dition. Look for them this spring.       

Photos in this issue provided by Roger Austin and John Castle, 
Ryan Coleman, Dave Baker, and Gary Hargrave. 

I f you shop at Amazon you can have them make a donation to the Museum - 
free! The AmazonSmile Foundation has established a program where it 

donates half of one percent (0.5%) of the cost of your purchases to the Muse-
um. The Museum has registered as an eligible recipient. All you have to do is 
go to smile.amazon.com and nominate the St. Lawrence Power & Equipment 
Museum as your preferred organization before you start shopping. No fees 
or costs are charged to you or the Museum. Amazon covers all the costs of 
administration. Cool.         

If You Use Amazon Try This 

 

C onstruction of the Early Textiles Building is expected to take place this 
summer. The building will be 32 by 40 feet in area and located on the Vil-

lage Green. Activities in the building will include teaching fiber arts skills of the 
past through classes and presentation of exhibits and artifacts. Andrea Castle 
reports that the Early Textiles Committee is getting closer to its funding goal 
and that donations keep coming in. However, your support would still be very 
welcome. Just make out a check to the SLPEM and note that it is for the Tex-
tiles Building. Thanks!         

Early Textiles Building Expected this Summer 

WE REMEMBER: James K. Mitchell 

Jim Mitchell passed away April 8, 2017. All will remember him at the Muse-
um’s exhibitions, operating the amazing mobile band sawmill he designed and 
built. From the operator’s cab, Jim could pick up a log, rotate it into position, 
and clamp it for sawing. The log would then be sawn into slabs and edged with 
an incorporated de-barker and edger saw. Lumber from his mill can be found 
throughout the Museum including the 20” wide boards on the walls and doors 
of the Horse Equipment Building. Jim estimated he had sawn over 9 million 
board feet of lumber.  Less well known is his invention of a John Deere-like 
pedal tractor for the kid’s pedal pulls at the exhibitions. He also built the sled 
pulled behind it, a complicated  mechanism just like the one for the big trac-
tors. Jim  held an Associates Degree from Canton ATC. Being a sawyer was 
not his first carrier. More than 20 years ago he retired as a 3

rd
 generation dairy 

farmer. Jim is survived by his wife, Teresa, and four sons. He was 85. We re-
member him for his generous donation of time and energy, yet more for his 
kind smile, willing spirit, patience, and good humor. He will be missed.   

Jim Mitchell sits in the cab of his amaz-

ing band sawmill, a ready smile for his 

many visitors. 
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Museum Trustees 

President/Trustee: Reginald F. Chester, 8350 County Route 27, Lisbon, 
New York 13656. Phone (315) 394-6513. Cell (315) 244-2330. Email: 
rmjchester@slic.com. 
Vice-President/Trustee: Joseph A. Finnegan, PO Box 101, Madrid, NY 
13660. Phone (315) 322-4017. Cell: (315) 322-3818. Email: jfinne-
ga@twcny.rr.com. 
Secretary/Trustee: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer 
Falls, NY 13680. Phone (315) 344-7470 or cell (315) 869-1665. Win-
ters: 179 Lakecrest Dr. NE, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061. Phone (478) 
453-3640. Email: rsaustin123@earthlink.net. 
Treasurer/Trustee: Lee W. Dezell, 1648 County Route 31, Lisbon, NY 
13658. Phone (315)393-6328. Email: leedezell@gmail.com. 
Trustee: John L. Castle, 1015 County Rt. 44, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone 
(315) 322-5663. Email: andreacastle22@gmail.com. 
Trustee: Wayne E. Day, 1065 County Route 30, Madrid, NY13660. 
Phone (315) 322-8956. Email: day37@slic.com. 
Trustee: Kevin Finnegan, 3357 County Rt. 14, Madrid, NY 13660. 
Phone (315) 322-5771. Email: maplemeadowsfinnegan@gmail.com. 
Trustee: Alan L. Garrand, 299 County Rt. 20, Richville, NY 13681. 
Phone (315) 287-7225. Email: nagarrand@twcny.rr.com. 
Trustee: Darrin L. Jock, 68 Southwoods Road, Dickinson Center, NY 
12930. Phone (518) 569-2092. Email darrinjock@yahoo.com    
Trustee: Connie J. Martin, 501 County Route 36, Chase Mills, New 
York 13621. Phone (315) 769-8883. Email: cjmartin54@email.com. 
Trustee: Ronald E. Sheppard, 45 Old State Road, Heuvelton, New York 
13654. Phone (315) 323-5349.  Email res15@health.state.ny.us.     
Recording Secretary: Barbara F. Fisher, 104 County Route 31, Madrid, 
NY 13660. Phone (315) 322-0501. Email bfisher001@twcny.rr.com. 
 

Newsletter Editor: Roger S. Austin 
Webmaster: Gary F. Hargrave, Visit: http://slpowermuseum.com/  

Contact us at: info@slpowermuseum.com 
           

Please keep your address information up to date.  We are charged first-class rates for returned mail and again if we re-mail it to you. 

 

 

 

 

Lots of Visitors This Summer 

T he Museum will have a busy summer with two Exhibitions,  
the Annual Banquet in July, and several groups planning to 

visit. School classes will visit in late May and early June. Dot 
Locy is organizing a bus on July 22 for families of those in the 
Bass Masters Tournament. Private weddings will be held at the 
Museum in July and August. A Country School Reunion is being 
discussed by Roger Austin and Judy Liscum for August, and 
another big event might be confirmed for October. Each event 
will need a good group of volunteers to welcome, host, and drive 
wagons and golf 
cars. Each event is 
fun and a great way 
to  give back to the 
community. Barbara 
Fisher is collecting 
names for the 
School class visits. 
Dot can be reached 
at 315-388-4242, 
Judy at 315-388-
3867 after May 5, 
and the contact in-
formation for the 
rest can be found on 
the last page.   

Lee Goolden speaks to a SOAR class that 

visited the Museum last fall. 

 


