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June Show Weather and Gate Hit Target

P

erfect weather brought smiles to our volunteers and visitors at the June
Show. Just-right temperatures and no rain. Saturday’s program began
with the dedication of the Shingle Mill and a surprise presentation of the
Museum’s Distinguished Service Award to Bob Tracy who was instrumental in the Mill’s construction. Chicks hatched on schedule, pumpkins were
planted, and the kitchen fed a continuous stream of hungry visitors. The
Show’s program has now become so extensive and includes so many different venues, that our volunteers are spread quite thin in places. We already schedule many activities at different times during the day, but many
of the folks needing a rest were put to work at other sites. Visitors stopped
by the Fort-Stockade tent to discuss the project. The project’s first purchase, a field cannon, was delivered that Saturday for all to enjoy. Several
were inspired to leave contributions. Lots of tractors and horses. Lots of
wagon rides. The “new” Watertown steam engine in the Tractor Building
show room drew lots of attention. Exciting horse and tractor pulls. Even a
horseshoe tournament. See the photo-collages on pages 4 and 5. 

Warm sunny days greeted visitors at the 37th
Annual Spring Gas & Steam Engine Show. It
now takes two days to see all that happens at
our Shows. Not to mention a day’s rest after.

Annual Banquet Like Summer Reunion

T

he Annual Banquet celebrated the Museum’s 15th anniversary. As the
first Banquet was held barely a month after the Museum’s founding,
this year the banquet was our 16th. The ham and turkey served by the
Church of Madrid, coordinated by chef Helen Langford was a hit, followed
by Jim and Julie McGraw’s ever-popular cake with ice cream provided by
Barb Fisher topped things off. A slide show of past and current Museum
activities ran during the meal. The highlight of the evening was the presentation of service awards (see page 7). A seventh-inning stretch was provided when President Joe Finnegan asked everyone who had been a volunteer, donor, collection contributor, or exhibitor to stand. Everyone stood!
The Banquets give members a chance to visit with each other, usually not
possible during shows or other events. See you there next year.


More than 80 members converged at the Pavilion Building on July 13 to celebrate the
Museum’s 16th Annual Banquet. Good food,
good friends, good time for all.

Fall Show Just a Few Weeks Away

L

Threshing oats at the Fall Show in 2018.

abor Day weekend and the Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition
are only a couple weeks away. We will be threshing wheat, making
farm toys, testing the great Haflinger ponies, weaving on the big barn
loom, printing in the Collection Building, and tractor pulling - not to mention
sawing, cooking, exhibiting, selling, racing, parading, and dozens of other
activities. As noted above, growth has really increased the need for volunteers. You can help with any activity. You only need to let us know. A day,
half day, or a few hours. Please do call Don Lustyik at 315-353-2749 or
email him at barbdonlustyik@yahoo.com or phone Barbara Fisher at 315322-0501 or email her at bfisher001@twcny.rr.com. A show poster is enclosed. Feel free to make copies, post them at your favorite store or at
work and share them with friends.


Museum Aug. 31-Sept. 1 Saturday-Sunday: 29th Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition.
Sept. 18
Wednesday: Board Meeting, Museum, 6:30 pm.
Events
Sept. 21
Saturday: Pumpkin Patch Party for kids. Pavilion Building.
2019

Sept. 22
Sunday: Cycle Adirondacks visit and tour.
Sept. 28
Saturday: Children’s Harvest Festival, 10:00-noon. Open House until 2:00. Work Day.
October 20
Sunday: Fall Meeting of the Members, 1;30 pm.
Open House each 2nd and 4th Saturday 10:00 to 2:00 pm. Work Days each 4th Saturday, 9:00 am - Noon.

New Shingle Mill Building Dedicated

S

aturday morning during the June Show, members and visitors gathered
at the new Shingle Mill Building. Joe Finnegan welcomed everyone and
introduced Bob Tracy who directed the building’s construction. The building
houses a swinging shingle mill made in the very early 1900’s by G. Curtis in
Ogdensburg, a shingle trimming machine, and a shingle bundler. A shed at
the end of the building provides space for shingles. The mill and trimmer
can be powered by any of several engines at the Museum. The new facility
was put to work during the Show. The shingles on the porch of the Heritage
Fibers building were made on these machines.


The Ladies Spinning Quartet played
melodies at the Heritage Fibers building.

Lee Dezell and Art Knauf slicing meat
for Saturday dinner at the June Show.

Joe Finnegan speaks at the dedication.

Please help the Fall Show by
donating an item to make it a
financial and fun success:
 Nice items for the Silent
Auction.
 Interesting attic treasures.
 Yummy baked goods.
We will really appreciate
your help!


KISSES AND PROMISES: Foundation work (l) has begun on the Wood Shop and
chinking (daubing) is changing the look of the Log Cabin. See below for more work.
Jerome Traynor drove the Buffalo Springfield road roller in the parade at the June
Show. Wayne Stark recently overhauled the
wire loom and installed a new keyed switch.

The raffle of this beautiful quilt by Barbara Day
will be concluded on Sunday afternoon during
the Fall Show. Tickets purchased at the June
Show have been saved and will be included at the
drawing. The quilt is 93 inches long and 82 wide.
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Wayne Day and Joe Finnegan swapped out the inground electrical transformer for a larger unit and installed a new line (above) to
the Heritage Fibers building.
A donation from the Fibers
group helped cover some of
the cost.

A million things to see and do, but the sandbox remains a favorite for kids.
St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum

School Students Enjoy June Tour

I

n late June, 4th graders from the Madrid-Waddington Central
School District and students from the local LEAH (Loving Education at Home) chapter visited the Museum. They toured several
buildings, greeted by hosts including Dave and Mabel Baker, Lamar
Bliss, Ron and Sheila Day, Wayne and Mary Kay Day, Pat Dominie,
Debbie and Joe Finnegan, Barbara Fisher, Lee Goolden, Judy
Liscum, Connie Martin, Julie and Stephanie McBath, Marcia Oney,
Kirke Perry, Ted Ritzko, Carolyn Sheppard, Wayne Stark and Tim
Tiernan. The guests were served milk and ice cream at lunch.
There were many positive comments. They especially enjoyed the
new Heritage Fibers building and the Blacksmith Shop. There were
about 65 in attendance plus chaperones with the LEAH group. This
is the Museum at its best and would welcome other school groups
to visit as well. Contact Barbara Fisher (info on page 8).


BOCES Classes Visit Blacksmiths

Ted Ritzko oiled the old reel push mower, and the
school kids were fascinated with how well it ran.

T

he junior and senior Metal Working and Auto Tech classes from
BOCES Seaway Tech Center visited the Blacksmith Shop in
June. Mike Gracy demonstrated forging a grab hook which he connected to a swivel by forge welding a chain link. Dan Dufore answered many questions from the students, most of which were on
the heat treating of tool steels. Kirk Perry explained the main processes used by blacksmiths in the making of tools and hardware
and the importance of the farm forge to early agriculture. Great interest was shown by the students. The Adirondack chapter of the NY
State Designer Blacksmiths was asked if they would host it again
next year - to which they readily agreed.


Shoots & Roots 4-H Club Adorns Museum

Students from BOCES enjoyed demonstrations of
blacksmith skills in early June.

L

ate July found the Shoots and Roots 4-H Club at work with many
trays of flowers and herbs at the Museum. The public service
project lasted several hours with flowers planted around the Barn,
Flag Poles, Schoolhouse, and in front of the Public Toilets. Herbs
were planted around the Farm House, so please be careful with the
weed whacking. The plants were provided courtesy of Tim and Pam
Northrup of Madrid. The club advisor is Gary Kanitz. Anyone with
time on their hands could help their project by watering the plants.
They will look great at the Fall Show.


Crazy September Will Challenge Volunteers

T

his year, Labor Day weekend is just the beginning of a very busy
September. On Thursday the 12th, a SOAR class will stop at the
Schoolhouse along their tour of country schools in the area. Judy
Liscum is the tour leader. On Saturday the 21st we will hold our 2nd
annual Pumpkin Patch Party for kids. We have several volunteers
but can always use more. Call Barbara Fisher. On Sunday the 22nd,
the Cycle Adirondacks bike tour will stop on their way to the Fobare Farm in Rensselaer Falls. Hosts are needed for a brief time for
tours of the Museum. Finally, on Saturday the 28th will be the Children’s Harvest Festival from 10:00 to noon. The event will provide
hands-on century-old experiences for children 8 to 10 years old.
The Open House that day will continue until 2:00. The event is a
collaborative effort between the St. Lawrence County Historical Association and the Museum. We could still use help with that project.
Help us grow.
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The Shoots and Roots 4-H Club planted flowers at
the flag poles and elsewhere.

Planting pumpkins at the June Show.
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Civil War Roundtable at the Museum

T

he St. Lawrence County Historical Association’s Civil War
Roundtable was held at the Museum in May in the great hall
of the Carriage Barn. Marty Snye of blacksmith fame spoke on a
subject that is also special to him - horse carriages and wagons.
The program arranged by Tim Cryderman attracted at least 40
visitors. Snye spoke of the craftsmen supporting the troops during the Civil War. Wheelwrights and blacksmiths operated shops
and forges in the field to maintain the wagons, cannon, and other
vehicles. Teamsters hauled grain and hay for the thousands of
horses used as well as ammunition for the troops. He also described how wheels were constructed using different types of
wood, castings, and bands as well as the continuing maintenance required to keep everything rolling. There were lots of
questions from Roundtable and Museum Members alike. Marcia
Oney had the facility in order, Bob Marshall had Blackie in harness, and Reg Chester, Joe Finnegan and Wayne Stark set up
chairs and tables - a great afternoon.


Potsdam Community Band Returns

Marty Snye addressing the Civil War Roundtable at the
Carriage Barn in May.

Photos by Roger Austin, Susan Austin,
John Bartholomew, Carol Hill, Laurie
McGrath, and Robert Skeen.

T

he threat of a July rain brought the Potsdam Community
Band to the Museum instead of risking the weather at the Madrid Community Park. The program was part of the Madrid Dam
Music Series organized by Anna Campbell. Their first performance at the Museum was two years ago. The band played in
the Equine Pavilion, and the sound was amazing. The band filled
the arena and its amazing acoustics. This concert confirmed the
brilliant sound made two years earlier was not a fluke. They
played band classics including marches and overtures. The band
numbers nearly 90 musicians and volunteers and played for an
audience of about 150. Its music director is Theresa Witmer. The
concert was conducted by Maestro James T. Madeja who is well
known in the community through his teaching at the Crane
School of Music at SUNY Potsdam and his excellent trumpet
performance in the Orchestra of Northern New York and elsewhere. Campbell stated, “We look forward to using the most
amazing sound quality of the Equine Building in 2020.” 

We Remember

James Madeja, conductor of the Potsdam Community
Band, speaks to the audience in the Equine Pavilion in
July. Photo courtesy of Laurie McGrath.

S

o many of our Members have passed this year. Their many
lifetimes of knowledge, experience, and friendship will be
missed. Their mentions below are brief, but the loss felt is sincere.
Kathy Horton of Norfolk died on April 13. She was 58. She is
survived by her husband, Chuck. They joined the Museum in
2011.
Severn Brown, Canton, was 96 when he passed on May 4. His
wife, Sally Street, remains a member. They joined the Museum
in 2011.
Arthur Frackenpohl of Pittsford, NY, died on June 8. He was
95. He is survived by his wife and Museum member Mary Ellen.
They joined in 2007.
Randy L. Foley, North Lawrence, was 62 when he passed away
on June 20. He is survived by his wife Joanne. They joined the
Museum in 2016.
Ervin (Ike) Rutley of Colton died June 25. He is survived by his
wife, Mary. They joined the Museum in 2012. He was 88.
Lee H. Turner, Sr., Norfolk, passed away on July 19. He is
survived by his companion of many years, Martha Burroughs.
They joined the Museum in 2010.He was 88.
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Food sales from the kitchen, ice cream shop and baked
goods during the June Show were again the largest
source of revenue. Crew members put in many hours
and would welcome a bit more time to rest and relax. If
you can cook or clean tables, please let Lee Dezell
know. His contact information is on the last page.
St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum

Distinguished Service Awards Presented

D

istinguished service awards were presented to three members for
their Outstanding Dedication and Support of the St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum.
Robert (Bob) Tracy joined the Museum in 2015, and almost immediately he went to work. His most recent achievement was leading the
construction of the Shingle Mill building which was dedicated at the
Spring Show. His award was presented at the dedication. He also
worked on several other projects. He helped build the tool shed and the
Blacksmith Shop. He disassembled a Madrid Rescue Squad building in
Madrid and oversaw its reconstruction as the Lumber Shed. He helped
put new siding on the Farm House. Bob is handy with a tractor and is
always there to help move things in and out the tractor barn, clean up,
and get things organized. And he is handy when it’s time to put chicken
on the grill, often cooking on Sundays at the Shows.
Wayne and Joyce Stark joined the Museum in 2009. Wayne is famous
for the big signs he has made for the Tractor Barn, the Lumber Storage
building, the Equine Pavilion, the Shingle Mill, and the Blacksmith Shop.
He’s also responsible for the four-way stop sign that has probably saved
lives – or at least fender benders. Less well known is the important work
he did on the Century Flyer engine, taking it home for a thorough overhaul. When reassembled, Joyce was there with others to repaint it.
Wayne is often at the Museum helping with various construction projects. He helps with all kinds of show preparation, giving wagon and
train rides during the show, and then taking down and putting things
away. Wayne has donated items to the collection including his restored
Farmall Cub tractor and other useful items. He is also a first class tour
guide and recruiter. During Shows you will find Joyce at work at the Attic
Treasures tent, one of the Museum’s most profitable corners. They received their award at the Annual Banquet in July.
Robert (Bob) Smith joined the Museum in 2008 at its first show in Madrid. Since then his volunteer efforts have been substantial, though
largely behind-the-scenes. He helps prepare the Newsletters for mailing. He converted a laundry wringer into a paper folder. Bob has grilled
chicken for the Sunday lunches at shows, put up banners, helped clean
the kitchen and prepare the attic treasures. He has cleaned the house,
washed windows, and weeded the flowers. He’s helped build the Museum float for community parades and driven them in parades. He’s
helped prepare exhibits and built signs for many items. Bob has driven
the army truck and rolled roads, caught mice in the Carriage Barn, and
helped on the sewage project. He has painted, pounded nails, and
helped clean up construction debris. He waters flowers and puts up the
Show banners. Bob has been there when help was needed. He received his award at the Banquet.


Shattuck Gets Outstanding Business Award

Bob Tracy (2nd from l) is congratulated by Joe
Finnegan, Dave Gibson, and Reg Chester.

Joe Finnegan (l) presents the Museum’s Service
Award to Wayne and Joyce Stark.

Joe Finnegan congratulates Bob Smith (l) on
his Distinguished Service Award.

A

t the Annual Banquet, Willis Shattuck was presented the Outstanding Business Award. Shattuck supported our annual shows for
about 25 years by setting up his great auction tents. Before the Museum’s incorporation, the Fall Show had grown at the Hutchinson farm.
He provided a tent in case of rain and to provide a place for the night’s
music. His crew set up the tent always with Willis himself pounding in
the steel pegs and securing the ropes and straps. When the shows
moved to the Museum, Willis moved with us – providing not only a tent
for the Fall Show, but Spring as well. And then we asked if he could provide a second tent. It all started with little or no stipend – just something
to cover the cost of the crew. Even as the Museum entered the picture,
stipends or rentals remained very modest. We are grateful for the many
years that Willis served the needs of the Museum and the many preceding years of Fall shows.
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Willis Shattuck (center) as he receives the Outstanding Business Award with Lee Dezell (l)
and Roger Austin.
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Museum Trustees
President/Trustee: Joseph A. Finnegan, PO Box 101, Madrid, NY 13660.
Phone (315) 322-4017. Cell: (315) 322-3818. Email:
jfinnega@twcny.rr.com.
Vice-President/Trustee: Ronald E. Sheppard, 45 Old State Road, Heuvelton,
New York 13654. Phone (315) 323-5349. Email res15@health.state.ny.us.
Secretary/Trustee: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls,
NY 13680. Phone (315) 344-7470 or cell (315) 869-1665. Winters: 179
Lakecrest Dr. NE, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061. Phone (478) 453-3640.
Email: rsaustin123@earthlink.net.
Treasurer/Trustee: Lee W. Dezell, 1648 County Route 31, Lisbon, NY
13658. Phone (315)393-6328. Email: leedezell@gmail.com.
Trustee: Andrea L. Castle, 1015 County Rt. 44, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone
(315) 322-5663. Email: andreacastle22@gmail.com.
Trustee: Reginald F. Chester, 8350 County Route 27, Lisbon, New York
13658. Phone (315) 394-6513. Cell (315) 244-2330. Email: rmjchester@gmail.com.
Trustee: Wayne E. Day, 1065 County Route 30, Madrid, NY13660. Phone
(315) 322-8956. Email: day37@slic.com.
Trustee: Kevin Finnegan, 3357 County Rt. 14, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone
(315) 322-5771. Email: maplemeadowsfinnegan@gmail.com.
Trustee: David W. Gibson, 266 Pike Rd., Canton, NY 13617. Phone 315386-3539.
Trustee: Robert J. Marshall, 1797 County Rt. 28, Lisbon, NY 13658. Phone
(315) 393-7644. Fax 388-4445. Email: marshallseaway@yahoo.com.
Trustee: Kirke W. Perry, PO Box 243, Colton, NY 13625. Phone 315-2120627. Email kperry7@twcny.rr.com.
Recording Secretary: Barbara F. Fisher, 104 County Route 31, Madrid, NY
13660. Phone (315) 322-0501. Email bfisher001@twcny.rr.com.
Newsletter Editor: Roger S. Austin
Website Advisor: Gary F. Hargrave
Visit: http://slpowermuseum.com or call (315) 353-2888
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Weddings Enjoy Museum Atmosphere

T

he Museum campus offers the community a comfortable
rural setting for weddings and other occasions. The Antique Tractor Building converts nicely as tractors are moved
outside and exchanged for tables and chairs. The wedding
party takes over and provides decorations appropriate to
the occasion. Reg and Mary Jean Chester have managed
the rental of the facilities for several years. They are helped
by a crew of volunteers which prepares the facility. Already,
reservations are
being
made for
next
year. If
interested, the
Chester’s contact information is
just
to
the left
on
this
page. 
St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum

