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Super Fall Show with Great Weather

G

reat weather brought out the largest number of visitors attending Old
Fashioned Harvest Days in several years, not to mention the solid revenue needed to support us into next year. There were nearly 1,100 paid entrances at the gate with an estimated 400 youngsters entering free and 300
volunteers, exhibitors, and competitors. The number of campers also appears
to be increasing. Overall, the Show netted $13,330. The total for the Spring
and Fall Shows was $25,472. See photos in this and the next issue.


Construction Progress on Three Projects

C

onstruction has been underway on three projects at the Museum. The Log
Cabin finally saw its logs chinked inside and out, providing needed relief
from rain and snow. This allowed the installation of a subfloor. Framing of the
front and rear doors was finished and temporary doors installed. The doors are
only 5’4” high as were the originals. Work on floors, windows, and especially
the roof remains. The Wood Shop has finally taken shape with its foundation
and timberframe structure completed. The building is expected to be dried in
for winter by late October. Soon after, the ca.1900 wood working machines
belonging to the late Reggie Stowe will be moved to the site for better storage.
Work on the historical Civil War Fort began in September. Phase 1 of construction consists of building the stockade wall and gate. The three projects
are expected to be completed in 2020.


The chicken line is a popular place on
Sundays at the Fall Show. Big smiles.

The Wood Shop showing its frame and
wood sheathing in early October
Fort construction on October 2, 2019.

Youth Events Fill September Saturdays

T

Hundreds of kids enjoyed the pumpkins.

Museum
Events
2019 2020

October 16
October 20
October 26
November 10
June 13-14
September 5-6

he Museum’s second annual Pumpkin Patch Party was a grand success with over 400 pumpkins decorated by youngsters. The crowd was
estimated to be 700-800 on that beautiful fall day. Face painting and
games on the lawn were fun. The wagon rides and cow train always had
long lines. Apples were pressed into fresh cider. The free popcorn, bottled
cider, and donuts were popular. New this year was the pumpkin cannon
(see back page)! Lunch was available for a nominal fee. Older children
joined us the following weekend for the Children’s Harvest Festival, a
cooperative program provided by the St. Lawrence County Historical Association and the Museum. It featured hands-on chores for the children
including making quilt squares, churning butter, flailing oats, sawing stove
wood, shelling corn, attending a one-room school, and playing vintage
games. Most buildings were open during both events, supported by generous volunteers from the Museum - and the Association.


Wednesday, Meeting of the Board of Trustees: 6:30 p.m., Pavilion Building.
Sunday, Fall Meeting of the Museum Members: 1:30 p.m., Madrid Community Center.
Saturday, Last Open House: 10:00-2:00. Last Work Day: 9:00-Noon.
Nominations for Trustees and Officers opens.
Spring Show featuring the Gathering of the Orange (Allis Chalmers).
Fall Show.

Nominations Open In November

I

n early November, nominations will be open for the election to positions on the
Board of Trustees in January 2020. You can check the list of current Trustees
on the last page. The four Officer/Trustees are elected annually. Six Trustees are
elected for 3-year terms with a rotation of two elected each year. The seventh
Trustee position is an annual slot generally reserved for the past president. Specific openings will be listed in the next issue. In the meantime, keep your eye out
for potential candidates. We will be looking for organizational experience; expertise in one of the Museum’s fields of activities; willingness to devote substantial
time to the Museum; financial skill; and ability to unify and make best use of our
diverse interests, abilities, skills, aptitudes, and quirks - getting the best from our
members. We also seek representation from throughout the region. Please submit the names to the President or Secretary. They will be passed on to the Nominations and Elections Committee. Thanks!


The horse pulls on Saturday at the Fall
Show were as exciting as advertised.

GATHERING OF THE ORANGE 2020

T

wice each year Allis Chalmers collectors and fanciers select a county fair,
steam show, or tractor meet somewhere in the US or Canada where they can
gather, bring their tractors, and generally have orange fun - in addition to enjoying all the other activities. In 2020, the Museum will host the Gathering of the Orange (GOTO). It will take place during our Spring Show plus Friday from June 12
through 14. So in addition to our usual visitors, look for lots of AC tractors: all
varieties, all colors, all equipment and engines whether restored or rusty. Events
being planned specifically for the Gathering include:
 Friday Tractor Ride or outing to the Akwesasne Mohawk Casino, Remington
Museum or other local attraction.
 Off site BBQ dinner Friday night.
 Forums Saturday and Sunday.
 Tractor Pull Sunday.
 Off site Banquet Saturday night.
Many of the GOTO members will be bringing tractors. Estimates of the number
range from 50 to 500. Those not bringing tractors might arrive with campers. At
the recent GOTO in Forest, Ontario some came from as far as Georgia and
Pennsylvania. One couple was from Australia. You can keep up to date by following the Gathering on Facebook at GOTO 2020 NNY. You can also subscribe
to Old Allis News. If you would like to help with the program, phone Al or Nancy
Garrand at 315-287-7225 or email nagarrand@twcny.rr.com.


Ron Day (l) and Stan Alford lining up
the T’s and A’s at the Fall Show.

An orange tractor in the parade.

A panoramic view from the Carriage Barn loft during the 2019 Fall Show.

Is It Time to Catch Up on Dues?

P

lease take time to check the mailing label on your Newsletter and see if it
shows v19 or higher. The v affirms your status as a voting member; the 19
shows you have paid your dues for this year. If you are behind, the Meeting of
the Members on Sunday, October 20 will be a good time to catch up. If you cannot attend it would help if you could mail it in. Member dues are $25 and $5 more
for a couple. If you have not done so already, why not get ahead and pay your
dues for 2020? Elections in January will require dues to be up to date to be eligible to vote. Dues cover the cost of the Newsletter, but also provide important
support for the Museum and its various activities. The continuing support of
members and friends like you have helped make the Museum grow. Thanks. 
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Jill and Don McCulloch were up from
Waterloo to promote the GOTO
Photos by Roger Austin
John Bartholomew, Barbara
Fisher, Chuck Goolden,
Robert Marshall,
and Wayne Stark
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Our Volunteers are the Greatest!!
In every issue of the Newsletter you probably will find mention of
volunteers. This past summer we have had more activities than ever
before. We estimate that at least 250 “work” each Show. When a
class or special event is held, anywhere from 2 to 2 dozen are there.
The construction this summer has required volunteers. Keeping the

Fall Meeting of the Members
Sunday, October 20
1:30 p.m.
Madrid Community Center

grass mowed and flowers planted adds more. Many are asked to
help. Others just show up. Friends ask how many or what percent of
the members are volunteers, and most are amazed at the number.
Not everyone can be a volunteer, but those who can and do are the
greatest. Thanks from all the members!



Higher Education Classes Visit

T

he number of university and other educational groups visiting the Museum in the fall is growing. It began with a SOAR class field trip to the
Schoolhouse led by Judy Liscum in September followed by a SUNY
Potsdam Museum Studies class under April Vasher-Dean, Director of
The Art Museum. Then two from St. Lawrence University arrived including a Museum Studies class under Dr. Sharon Vegh Williams and
History of Education under Dr. LeAnn Holland. In early October, the Colton-Pierrepont junior high arrived with 60 students organized by Dean
Dale Munn, and a BOCES class on History of Education is expected
before month’s end. Again, volunteers were an essential part of these
visits, both as hosts and as interpreters. For this we are grateful.


Barbara Evans has the barn loom to
singing at the Fall Show.

Dave Hebert trims new shingles at
the Shingle Mill at the Fall Show.

Cheryl LaBarge (r) and Judy Hargrave
in the new hotdog stand built by mighty handy
volunteers this summer. It has wheels.

Cooking salt potatoes at the Fall Show

The Holidays and Year-End Giving

W

e hope it is not too early to begin making your Christmas gift list. It
would be wonderful if your Museum was included this year. A big
gift will help strengthen our financial base. At the same time, no gift is too
small. The level of participation from all members shows granting agencies and others how committed we are. In the last couple years your donations have helped purchase the Watertown Steam Engine, expanded
the electrical system, bought grills for the kitchen and a new speaker
system for the Pavilion Building, and extended our roadways. Restricted
gifts have supported specific building projects and strengthened the endowment fund. When you send your gift, tell us where you think it would
do the most good or just specify Museum General Fund. Every gift
counts. Thanks.

If you would prefer to receive your Newsletter by email, just let us
know. If you like, we will continue to send you the hard copy too.
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There were more than 100 hooks during the
antique tractor pull at the Fall Show.
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Museum Trustees
President/Trustee: Joseph A. Finnegan, PO Box 101, Madrid, NY 13660.
Phone (315) 322-4017. Cell: (315) 322-3818. Email:
jfinnega@twcny.rr.com.
Vice-President/Trustee: Ronald E. Sheppard, 45 Old State Road, Heuvelton,
New York 13654. Phone (315) 323-5349. Email res15@health.state.ny.us.
Secretary/Trustee: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls,
NY 13680. Phone (315) 344-7470 or cell (315) 869-1665. Winters: 179
Lakecrest Dr. NE, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061. Phone (478) 453-3640.
Email: rsaustin123@earthlink.net.
Treasurer/Trustee: Lee W. Dezell, 1648 County Route 31, Lisbon, NY
13658. Phone (315)393-6328. Email: leedezell@gmail.com.
Trustee: Andrea L. Castle, 1015 County Rt. 44, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone
(315) 322-5663. Email: andreacastle22@gmail.com.
Trustee: Reginald F. Chester, 8350 County Route 27, Lisbon, New York
13658. Phone (315) 394-6513. Cell (315) 244-2330. Email: rmjchester@gmail.com.
Trustee: Wayne E. Day, 1065 County Route 30, Madrid, NY13660. Phone
(315) 322-8956. Email: day37@slic.com.
Trustee: Kevin Finnegan, 3357 County Rt. 14, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone
(315) 322-5771. Email: maplemeadowsfinnegan@gmail.com.
Trustee: David W. Gibson, 266 Pike Rd., Canton, NY 13617. Phone 315386-3539.
Trustee: Robert J. Marshall, 1797 County Rt. 28, Lisbon, NY 13658. Phone
(315) 393-7644. Fax 388-4445. Email: marshallseaway@yahoo.com.
Trustee: Kirke W. Perry, PO Box 243, Colton, NY 13625. Phone 315-2120627. Email kperry7@twcny.rr.com.
Recording Secretary: Barbara F. Fisher, 104 County Route 31, Madrid, NY
13660. Phone (315) 322-0501. Email bfisher001@twcny.rr.com.
Newsletter Editor: Roger S. Austin
Website Advisor: Gary F. Hargrave
Visit: http://slpowermuseum.com or call (315) 353-2888
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BOOM!

Brian Haggett, Jr. and Cameron Sloan brought their compressed
air Pumpkin Cannon to the Pumpkin Patch Party. It’s not easy to
snap a photo at the instant the cannon goes off, but Bob Marshall
did. It was a crowd pleaser and a fitting end to a fun day at the
Museum.
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