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Civil War Weekend July 24-25

F

ort Tribute will be the center of the Annual Civil War Weekend 2021, a cooperative event presented by the Museum and the St. Lawrence County
Historical Association. Featured will be about 100 reenactors representing
several companies of infantry and artillery batteries of Union and Confederate
armies. Skirmishes will be held at 3:00 pm on Saturday and 1:00 pm Sunday
with weapons fired including the cannons. Field music will be played. Between skirmishes, visitors may tour the camps and see how the soldiers live,
feed and entertain themselves. A tin-type photographer will be making photographs, the band will be making music, and the fort sutler will be selling his
wares to the soldiers and visitors alike. Demonstrations of loading and firing
by artillery and infantry will take place. Lectures on various Civil War topics
will be presented in the Log Cabin. Other Museum sites of the era will be
open including the Schoolhouse, Blacksmith, Heritage Fibers, Carriage Barn,
and the Farm House. The Museum will serving food and beverages. Volunteers in the kitchen and hosting the buildings will play an important role in
making the weekend a great success. Vendors will be in the Tractor Barn.
The public is welcome on Saturday, 10:00-5:00 and Sunday, 10:00 to 2:00.
Admission is $5.00 per person or $15.00 per car load.

The new building (left) at Ft. Tribute.

Spring Show Returns After COVID Year

T

he weather was great, and you could feel the relief of being able to gather
together as visitors and volunteers took in lots of sun and breezy fresh air
during the Museum’s 38th Annual Old Time Spring Exhibition. With a reunion
atmosphere, almost all sites were active. The first-ever Skillet
Throw competition drew a crowd as Camryn Chester tossed
the iron over 34 feet. A record number of chickens attended
Sunday - not including those at the Farmstead. The Exhibition
drew over 1,000 paid visitors at the gate, only slightly less that
some former years. The good turnout also meant a solid net
revenue close to $12,000 after a very lean 2020 and a worstcase, shoestring budget previously set for this year. This was
only possible because willing members took time to make it
so. See lots if photos on page 3.


Pedal tractor races at the Spring Show
drew kids, parents and grandparents.

Museum Receives Two Grants

W

ith much construction underway, Grants were received
Concrete being poured for the Print Shop. Forms for
from two good friends of the Museum. A grant from the
the General Store foundation are to the left.
Sweetgrass Foundation will benefit construction of the Print
Shop. The Foundation challenges the Museum to raise $10,000
by the end of the year. When met, it will match this sum. The grants will go a long way toward seeing the building make
real progress this year. Meanwhile, the Northern New York Community Foundation has awarded a $10,000 grant
toward the relocation of the Nevin Church. This will help get the relocated building dried in. This joins an outstanding
matching/challenge by a generous benefactor of $25,000. Both groups have provided wonderful support in the past.
Their continuing support is a tribute to the work and dedication of the Museum and its members. Double your money
with a gift toward the Church or the Print Shop. Hats off to our donors, especially these two great Foundations.

All Summer : Museum open every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month, 10:00 to 2:00.

Museum
: Work Day every 4th Saturday, 9:00-Noon (or any other time you can spare).
Events July 24-25 Civil War Weekend in conjunction with the St. Lawrence County Historical Association.
2021

Sept. 4-5
Sept. 25
October 2
October 24

Annual Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition.
Craft, Food & Wine Festival by the SLC Chamber of Commerce.
Kids Pumpkin Patch Party.
Fall Meeting of the Members and Members-Only Tours.

Lumber Shed and Vertical Saw Mill Expand Facilities

B

ob Tracy and Paul Price, Jr. took hammer and saw in hand and
built a much needed extension to the Lumber Shed. The Saw
Mill can produce many board feet of lumber. The variety of widths,
thicknesses and lengths produced takes up a surprising amount of
space, especially when certain pieces are being stockpiled for a
new construction project. Paul Moore has made progress in constructing the timberframe building over the Vertical Sawmill. He
shaped most of the posts and beams at home and has brought them
to the site to be assembled with wood pegs.


Print Shop Breaks Ground for New Home

W

ork on the Print Shop finally got under way with construction of
the concrete foundation and slab (see photo on page 1). The
building will be 24 x 40 feet in area and house not only the printing
equipment currently operated by Bob O’Marah and Ted Ritzko, but
also machines now stored at two sites off campus. The goal is to
complete the building this year so congestion in the Collection Building can be relieved, allowing new exhibits.


The new extension at the Lumber Shed will provide
needed space for storing lumber.

Lisbon Students Visit Museum

S

tudents from Ms.
Jamie Albert’s 4th
grade class from Lisbon
Central School spent
much June 16th with
us. The 35 students and
5 chaperones rotated
through 8 buildings,
each hosted by a Museum volunteer. This is
time well spent, as we
look to them becoming
Bob Marshall and a group of 4th graders head members in the future.
This is also a very imto the Carriage Barn.
portant part of the Museum’s mission, not to mention the fun we all have.
☺

Bob O’Marah and Ted Ritzko (upper and lower
right) talk with visitors during the Spring Show.
The confined space in the Collection Building will
be relieved when the new Print Shop is completed.

We Remember
Patricia (Pat) E. Bartlett passed away on June 9, 2021. She had been a member since the days
of the former Gas & Steam Association. At shows Pat could be found spending mornings cooking
up scrambled eggs or otherwise demonstrating her skills at Heritage Textiles. She and Bill who
survives her were recipients of the Museum’s Distinguished Member Award. They have been
generous donors of items for the collection and financially. She is also survived by other family
members. She was 78.
Robert (Bob) C. Smith died on June 16, 2021. He had been a member since the first show at the
Museum in 2008. Bob was a recipient of the Museum’s Distinguished
Member Award. He spent many hours at the Museum during shows and
at other times as well. He painted, swept, folded Newsletters, grilled
chicken, cleaned the grounds, pounded nails - a strong right arm
on many projects. He is survived by his family. He was 79.
Edwin (Ed) L. Sheppard passed away on June 30, 2021. He
had been a member since the 1980’s when the former Gas &
Steam Association acquired his 1950 Case threshing machine still in use today. Each fall he demonstrated threshing oats. He
would bring his beautifully restored McCormick-Deering corn binder and harvest corn.
Both machines were powered by his favorite restored Farmall. Ed is Survived by his wife
Kathleen and family including his son, Museum president Ron Sheppard. Ed was 84. 
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Spring Exhibition - Sun and Excitement

Tractor Pull

Lots of Kitchen Expertise

Dennis Bar posted 1,300 pictures of the
Tractor Pull at www.twoguysandacamera.
photoreflect.com.

Madrid VFD

Wagon Rides

Snack Shack

First Skillet Tossers

Farmhouse Kitchen

Blacksmith Shop

Heritage Fibers

Gas Engine
& Pump

Model Machines
Vendors and
Old Friends

Classic
Autos

Tractors Galore
Hand
Crafts

Sharing Wisdom

Collection Grows with New Accessions

A

t its June meeting, the trustees reviewed 125 lots of items offered for use in the Museum’s collection or for other
purposes. They were donated by 18 members and friends during the COVID year of 2020. Of these, 89 were accessioned. Most of the remaining items will be used as decoration while others are reserved for further consideration. The
accessioned items will be displayed in 17 buildings and exhibits. Many thanks to donors, past and present, for their contributions. They make the Museum an absolutely fascinating place to see vintage treasures - many in use - of the North
Country’s past.

Antique Truck Club/Eileen Walsh: 1932 Stewart flat bed truck.
John Austin: Roll-up awning frame, chest of drawers w/ marble
top.
Lisa Brickey: Vintage tin food cans.

David Cheney: Hand made farm tractor (doodle bug) with 1932
Plymouth engine built by Joel and Earl Pelsue.
Lee Dezell: Reed parlor organ.
Kenneth Gardner: Ferrier’s hammer, hoof knife, small anvil,
American Agriculturist sign, foot warmer, Soapstone foot warmer, pitch forks, hand garden cultivator, grain flails, rug beater,
coal scoop, coal skuttle, wash tub, bucket yoke, iron ball hitch
post top, collection of NY license plates, vintage spark coil, grocery store grabber, meat hooks, butcher’s gambrels, hog scraper, store twine dispenser, feed bags, hay hooks, milk tubs, lightning rod finial, Minneapolis-Moline sign and jacket patch, fine set
of brace bits, measuring wheel, carpenter’s level, draw knife,
chick feeders, plow, floor register, broad ax, froe, sickle, belt
lacing, yard stick, tractor books and manuals, vintage school
books.
Kyle Hartman Family: Wooden printer’s type cabinet, sign
printing machine with integral metal desk.
Thomas Hurteau: 1949 Massey-Harris Pony utility tractor with
plow.
Robert Marshall: Soapstone foot warmer, hand carved butchers gambrels, meat hooks, hay hook, hog-lifting hook, hog
scraper, student slate,

Jim Matthews: Blacksmith’s swage block.
Nevin Memorial Church Trustees: Nevin Memorial Church
building and contents.
Dan Normington: Bench top hand-cranked grinding wheel.
Robert O’Marah: Steel shelving.
Bruce Shaw: 1948 John Deere farm tractor, model AW.
St. Lawrence Co. Historical Association: Flop (rotating) rake.
James Tiernan: Large anvil, portable leg vice, branding iron.

Mary Jane Watson: Cast iron bench-mounted grinder w/o
wheel, scraping plane, pulley, forged bracket, Leroy shop press,
pitcher pumps and pump jack, wooden patterns for sled runners
and small plow handles, brush hook, wash dasher, pliers, belt
tensioner.
Vicki Williams-Reggie Stowe Estate/Family: Vintage jointer,
planer, table saw, scroll saw, drill presses, post grinder, IH P-12
engine; hand-made signs; hand-built shaper.
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Help Needed to Make Summer Success
Civil War Weekend (see page 1): Several buildings will need hosts, food
service always needs help, and people are always needed to get the
grounds ready and keep it tidy during any event. We promise you will get a
bang out of it.
Raffle Items: The Old Fashioned Harvest Days show in September needs
one or two more really nice prizes for the raffle. Lowes in Ogdensburg has
donated a great big Craftsman tool chest. What else would draw a crowd?
Equipment Apprentices and Masters: The members who operate the
sawmill, shingle mill, tractors, print shop, diesel engine - heck, any engine are not getting any younger. Now is the time to step in, give them a hand, and
learn from the best. Help avoid the loss of these timeless skills.
General Maintenance: As the Museum grows it also ages. And so does
the need for maintenance. Painting always tops the list. There’s also trimming
bushes, planting grass, and general repairs. Pound nails at the Log Cabin or
help finish work at the Shoe Shop.
If you want to help or see something that needs attention, just
contact an officer or trustee listed on the last page. Thanks!

Museum Financials Get First Half Boost

Alice Pharoah presented a gift of $2,000
to Treasurer and Chief Cook Lee Dezell
to benefit needed improvements in the
kitchen. Food service remains the main
source of operating revenue for the Museum. Alice knows well - her past husband,
Bill, was the former kitchen boss. Thanks!

Y

our dues and donations this past year helped keep funds for
operations in the black. With the continued support of members and friends and good returns from the summer events (see
bottom page 1), we should finish the year in fairly good shape. Not
including the Spring Show, income for operations totaled $17,400
composed largely of donations, dues, and other income including
sale of T-shirts and caps. Meanwhile, operations expenses were
$21,100, the big ones being insurance and maintenance of buildings and grounds. However, net revenue from the Spring Show
was $12,500 with most of the bills paid. This gave us a net profit
of $8,800 for the first half. There is no question of the importance
of your support. Restricted gifts continue to keep ahead of spending on the several construction projects including the Nevin
Church relocation, Print Shop, and General Store. The Museum’s
total equity recently topped $2 million including land and improvements, buildings, collection,
equipment, and what is in
the bank, savings and loan,
credit union, and brokerage.
We virtually carry no debt.
The Museum turned 17
years old in April. Wow. 

Auctioneer Troy Matthie brought in $1,200 for the
Museum from eager buyers at the Old Iron Auction.

Unsung heroes. Lots of jobs go
unnoticed, but when the dust
flies, someone needs to water
the roads. Above, Connie Martin settles the dust at the Spring Show.
A taste of GOTO 2023 at the Spring Show with Curtis
Smith, Ron Smith, Don Merkley, and Donnie McCulloch bringing over a dozen restored Allis Chalmers
machines. The Central New York Antique Tractor
Club was also there with Dave Hyde’s Minneapolis
Moline and Charlie Davidson’s load of vintage plows,
pumps and cultivators, and even an airplane engine.

Dust on the Pull Track at the Spring Exhibition.
April - June 2021

Photos courtesy of
Roger Austin, Dennis Barr of Two Guys
and a Camera, John Bartholomew, Gene
Dillahunty, and Nancy Garrand
Page 5

St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum
1755 State Highway 345
PO Box 400
Madrid, NY 13660-0400
Temp-Return Service Requested

US Postage Paid
Permit No. 8
Non-Profit
Organization
Madrid, NY
13660

YOUR DUES ARE
UP TO DATE IF
THERE IS A 21
AFTER THE V
ON YOUR MAILING LABEL.

Museum Trustees
President/Trustee: Ronald E. Sheppard, 45 Old State Road, Heuvelton, New
York 13654. Phone (315) 323-5349. Email: ronald.sheppard@health.ny.gov.
Vice-President/Trustee: Kirke W. Perry, PO Box 243, Colton, NY 13625. Phone
315-212-0627. Email: kirkeperry@gmail.com.
Secretary/Trustee: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls, NY
13680. Phone (315) 344-7470 or cell (315) 250-9141. Winters: 179 Lakecrest Dr.
NE, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061. Phone (478) 453-3640. Email:
rsaustin123@gmail.com.
Treasurer/Trustee: Lee W. Dezell, 1648 County Route 31, Lisbon, NY 13658.
Phone (315)393-6328. Email: leedezell@gmail.com.
Trustee: Andrea L. Castle, 1015 County Rt. 44, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone (315)
322-5663. Email: andreacastle22@gmail.com.
Trustee: Ronald W. Day, 5608 County Route 10, Heuvelton, NY 13654. Phone
315-344-8823. Email rsday13654@yahoo.com.
Trustee: Joseph A. Finnegan, PO Box 101, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone (315) 3224017. Cell: (315) 322-3818. Email: jfinnega@twcny.rr.com.
Trustee: David W. Gibson, 266 Pike Rd., Canton, NY 13617. Phone 315-3863539.
Trustee: Robert J. Marshall, 3614 County Rt. 14, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone
(315) 322-6171. Email: rmarshallseaway@gmail.com.
Trustee: Connie J. Martin, 501 County Rt. 36, Chase Mills, NY 13621. Phone
315-769-8883. E-mail: cjmartin54@email.com.
Trustee: Gilbert E. Rivers, Lot 19, 1700 County Route 25, Canton, NY
13617.
Phone 315-244-4888. Gmail gibbygangof5@tds.net.

Newsletter Editor: Roger S. Austin Visit: www.slpowermuseum.com
and www.forttribute.org  Phone (315) 322-8956
Contact us at: info@slpowermuseum.com
Find us on Facebook at St Lawrence Power and Equipment
Museum and at Fort Tribute
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This issue of the Newsletter features the 2021 Old Time Spring
Exhibition and the many members and friends that made it a
success - great fun and revenue like past shows. It also lists
the donors and items offered to the Museum’s collection during 2020, a year of COVID-19. In the photo above are Bruce
Shaw (center) who generously donated his 1948 John Deere
Model AW and Thomas Hurteau (2nd from left), his 1949
Massey Harris Pony with plow. Both are from Clayton. The
tractors were gathered by Jim McGraw (mask on chin) with
Jim’s son, Mike (left), who provided the truck and trailer. The
Museum’s success has been a true team effort.
St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum

