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A Grand Craft Food and Wine Market

T

he St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce hosted its
Craft, Food & Wine Open Air Market on September 25th, their
second year at the Museum. The event this year included 59 vendors and attracted an estimated 2,000 visitors including the vendors,
Chamber staff and Museum volunteers. The Museum opened many
at its exhibit and historical buildings for all to enjoy. Our volunteers
provided snacks and beverages, welcomed visitors to our facilities,
and helped with parking. Others had come earlier to mow lawns and
spruce up the campus. The sun held off the rain. We looked good.
We made new friends and gained new members. The Chamber and
the Museum hope the event becomes an annual tradition.


US Historical Military Time Line

T

he Civil War Center at the Museum’s Fort Tribute held its first US
Historical Military Time Line in early October. Rain reduced the
numbers attending, but those who came demonstrated their interest
in the nation’s military history. Many wore uniforms ranging from the
early French and Indian wars to World War II. These stimulated discussions on dress, firearms, and other campaign accoutrements.
The Time Line offers opportunity for historians, reenactors, collectors, and visitors to share experiences and generally promote
knowledge and understanding of this important aspect of American
history.

A few of the 59 venders at the Craft, Food, and
Wine Market. Visitors enjoyed the Museum’s exhibits and its big green campus.

Nominations Open for Election of Trustees

N

ominations are now open for the election of officers and trustees
for 2022. The four officers are elected annually and may succeed themselves. Two three-year trustee terms will be open as
Dave Gibson and Connie Martin complete their service at year’s
end. They may not succeed themselves. Joe Finnegan, currently
filling the only one-year Trustee position, may serve a third and final
year. Generally, this position is reserved for the past President. Anyone wishing to be considered for nomination or who knows of someone who would make a good candidate should notify the President
or Secretary who will forward the names to the Nominations and
Elections Committee. Nominations will close on December 25, 2021.
Ballots will be mailed out in mid-January of 2022. The ballots will be
counted and the election results announced at the Annual Meeting
of the Members in February of 2022. Information regarding the duties and responsibilities of a Trustee can be found on page 3. 

One felt a time warp at the Military Time Line with
soldiers from the French and Indian wars, the Civil
War, and WWII standing side by side.

December is almost here, and it’s a good time to catch up if your 2021 dues
haven’t been paid. We’re doing well, but still need your support. Thanks!

Museum
Events
2021-22

December 25 : Nominations of 2022 Trustees closes.
Mid-February : Annual Meeting of the Members.
Somewhere over the rainbow . . 
May 21
: First Work Weekend and Official Opening of the Museum.
June 11-12
: 39th Annual Spring Exhibition.
July 29-31
: Civil War Reenactment Weekend with SLCHA at the Museum’s Ft. Tribute Civil War Center.
September 3-4 : 31st Old Fashioned Harvest Days Exhibition.
Late-Sept.
: Craft, Food and Wine Open Air Market with the SLC Chamber of Commerce host.
Early-October : Kids Pumpkin Patch Party, rain or shine.
Late-October : Fall Meeting of the Members.

Rain Fails to Dampen Pumpkin Party Fun

H

undreds of pumpkins welcomed all at the Kids Pumpkin Patch Party in
early October. Children painted faces or crazy designs on the pumpkins.
Popcorn was cooked up by Wayne and Mary Day, games were played. Carol
Austin helped kids make cider. Between showers, many ran down to our firstever corn maze made by Ron Sheppard. Deb Finnegan, Barb Fisher, and Alie
Rivers helped with games. Bob Marshall hosted the Carriage Barn. Though
fewer than hoped came out for the party, those who did had a grand time indoors. We proved that we should advertise rain or shine for many future events like
this because of our large area of covered space for entertaining.

Photos courtesy of Roger Austin, Dennis Barr of Two Guys
and a Camera, Bob Marshall,
Kirke Perry and Scott Wilson.

Paint and pumpkins were the order of the
day. Cider (from the store) and snacks
were enjoyed by kids and adults alike.

Gathering of the Orange
Meeting of Allis Chalmers
Fans and Spring Show,
June 9-11, 2023.

Museum Hosts NYSDB All Hands Meet

T

he New York State Designer Blacksmiths (NYSDB) held its fall All Hands
Meeting in the Equine Pavilion at the Museum in October. There were approximately 20 NYSDB members from around the state, hosted by the Adirondack Chapter. The bleachers, dirt floor, and good ventilation provided an excellent location for the demonstrations. Lunch was a “Blacksmith Stew” cooked
in a large kettle over an open fire. The NYSDB members were very impressed
with the Museum as a whole and the Equine Pavilion for the demonstrations.
They are looking forward to coming back. The next time the Adirondack Chapter hosts an All Hands meeting is the Spring of 2023. The Adirondack Chapter
holds their monthly meetings at the Blacksmith Shop at the Museum (when it
is warm enough), provides demonstrations at all the events at the Museum,
and makes items for the Museum’s use.


Tim Tiernan helping Kirke Perry insert a
steel bit in the axe during the NYSDB All
Hands meeting in the Equine Pavilion.

We Remember
Karen S. Rivers passed away September 12, 2020. She was the daughter of Don and Barbara
Lustyik and is survived by her five children and step children. Karen helped revitalize the Attic Treasures tent at the Museum’s shows and was always on the lookout for a job needing attention. She was
an avid scrapbooker. On October 9-10 a two-day scrapbooking event (see top photo, page 3) was held
in the Pavilion Building in Karen’s memory, organized by daughter Alie and son, AJ. Karen was 55.
James (Jim) McGraw passed away November 19, 2021. Jim had been a member of the St. Lawrence Antique Gas
and Steam Engine Association. When it reincorporated to form the St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum in 2004,
Jim helped pay the necessary legal costs. He sat on the Museum’s first Board of Trustees and helped in the search for
a home. Jim had farmed but became proficient operating heavy equipment helping build the St.
Lawrence Seaway and northern stretches of I-81, moving everything from stone to muck. Along the
way he became enamored of John Deere tractors and spent countless hours hunting, collecting and
restoring many. He counted at least 60 restorations. His front yard collection of green tractors on US
11 was a land mark for travelers. Jim is survived by his wife, Julie and their children and grandchildren. He and Julie spent many hours working for the Museum. They co-chaired the Collection Committee for a few years. In the early days of the Museum, Jim dozed-off the rise behind the white barn.
A few years later, he played a key role in construction of the big timberframe Horse-Drawn Equipment
Building - now called the Carriage Barn. He was an avid antique tractor puller. Jim and Julie were generous contributors to the Museum. They provided
financial support for projects as the Museum grew. Jim helped gather items
for the collection and donated items himself including the grain wagon in the
Carriage Barn. In 2013 Jim and Julie received the Museum’s Distinguished
Service Award. After moving to Florida, he and Julie made a point of checking in at the Museum each year. They made provision for having cakes for
the annual banquets, something they had done for several years even before
heading south. He was a willing and enthusiastic member and a great friend.
Jim was 87.
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Find us on Facebook!

B

oth the St Lawrence Power and Equipment Museum and Fort
Tribute have Facebook pages. Alie Rivers, Ted Schulz, and Ron
Sheppard have teamed up to provide members and the public the latest
news and information on happenings at the Museum. Scott Wilson
manages the Fort pages. The Facebook pages are updated regularly
and give viewers a chance to make comments. The Museum’s page
now has 763 followers while the Fort has 311 and 1,158 friends. (It can
be confusing.) Add us as a friend and like our pages and get the latest
updates. Let Facebook pages keep you in the loop with the latest news.
It is especially useful on show days when weather impacts the schedule and helps to share our favorite
place with others. Like and Share our pages today!

Children and friends of Karen Rivers gathered
at the Pavilion Building for a Scrapbooking
weekend in October, raising $1,000 to benefit
the Museum. Karen passed away in September.

Find this image and many others on Facebook.

Financials Look Good at Summer’s End

W

ith so much going on, the Museum’s finances have improved. We
have a net operating income of over $20,000 so far this year with
most of the big bills paid. Capital funds are still able to keep our several
construction projects going, though further funding is still being sought.
Adding the ever-growing capital construction, the Museum’s assets now
total $2.045 million with virtually no debt. Four projects including the
Vertical (up and down) Sawmill building, the General Store, the Village
Printers, and Nevin Memorial Church relocation all showed substantial
progress this year. These are worth a visit – just drive over and enjoy
your Museum. All this has been possible because of your continuing
support whether through your dues, donations, and/or hard work. Don’t
forget-Christmas is coming. A membership in the Museum makes a
great gift. Just mail a check to SLPEM for $25/person or $30/couple. ☺

Nevin Memorial Church sports a new standing
seam roof. Studies are now underway so we can
replicate its original exterior.

Moving or spending winter elsewhere? Let us know the dates and
places, and we’ll be sure your Newsletter gets there.

Trustees Determine Museum’s Future

T

he Board of Trustees advances the Museum’s mission and reflects
the needs and wishes of its members. Membership on the Board
can be time consuming, yet satisfying and even fun. The Museum
seeks Trustees that have the ability and willingness to:
• Be a leader, head a committee, coordinate a project or program.
• Dedicate significant time to the Museum’s activities by attending
meetings, exhibitions, work days and open houses.
• Bring skills or talents in some aspect of the Museum’s workings
whether administration, repair, planting, interpreting, designing, writing, building, painting, cooking, or photography among others.
• Be able to work with others, present new ideas, respect the views of
others, and support the decisions of the Board.
More than anything, the Trustees determine the Museum’s future. 
September - October 2021

This fall work began again in the Wood Shop,
setting up machines in their future locations and
considering optional sites for the line shafts.
Above, John Bartholomew (center) and Steve
Williams work with Amish friends to adjust the
pulleys. Please contact Kirke Perry (information
on back page) if you want to help this winter.
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Museum Trustees

Museum Has Most Summer Visitors Ever!

President/Trustee: Ronald E. Sheppard, 45 Old State Road, Heuvelton, New
York 13654. Phone (315) 323-5349. Email: ronald.sheppard@health.ny.gov.
Vice-President/Trustee: Kirke W. Perry, PO Box 243, Colton, NY 13625. Phone
315-212-0627. Email: kirkeperry@gmail.com.
Secretary/Trustee: Roger S. Austin, 410 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls, NY
13680. Phone (315) 344-7470 or . Winters: 179 Lakecrest Dr. NE, Milledgeville,
Georgia 31061. Phone (478) 453-3640. Cell phone both locations (315) 2509141. Email: rsaustin123@gmail.com.
Treasurer/Trustee: Lee W. Dezell, 1648 County Route 31, Lisbon, NY 13658.
Phone (315)393-6328. Email: leedezell@gmail.com.
Trustee: Andrea L. Castle, 1015 County Rt. 44, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone (315)
322-5663. Email: andreacastle22@gmail.com.
Trustee: Ronald W. Day, 5608 County Route 10, Heuvelton, NY 13654. Phone
315-344-8823. Email rsday13654@yahoo.com.
Trustee: Joseph A. Finnegan, PO Box 101, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone (315) 3224017. Cell: (315) 322-3818. Email: jfinnega@twcny.rr.com.
Trustee: David W. Gibson, 266 Pike Rd., Canton, NY 13617. Phone 315-3863539.
Trustee: Robert J. Marshall, 3614 County Rt. 14, Madrid, NY 13660. Phone
(315) 322-6171. Email: rmarshallseaway@gmail.com.
Trustee: Connie J. Martin, 501 County Rt. 36, Chase Mills, NY 13621. Phone
315-769-8883. E-mail: cjmartin54@email.com.
Trustee: Gilbert E. Rivers, Lot 19, 1700 County Route 25, Canton, NY
13617.
Phone 315-244-4888. Gmail gibbygangof5@tds.net.

W

Newsletter Editor: Roger S. Austin Visit: www.slpowermuseum.com
and www.forttribute.org  Phone (315) 322-8956
Contact us at: info@slpowermuseum.com
Find us on Facebook at St Lawrence Power and Equipment
Museum and at Fort Tribute
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e had the occasional rain, but the Museum finished its
busiest summer ever with more visitors and programs
than ever. The traditional two-day shows in spring and fall
and the Crafts, Food and Wine Festival sponsored by the
St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce were joined
by the July Civil War Weekend co-hosted with the SL County Historical Association. Intentions were to finish the season with a four-ring weekend in October. The rain-date antique tractor pull was again rained out, but the US History
Military Timeline at Fort Tribute, the Kids Pumpkin Patch
Party at the Pavilion Building, and the All Hands Meet of the
NY State Designer Blacksmiths in the Equine Pavilion went
as planned. Visitors and volunteers are estimated to have
totaled nearly 6,000. A full complement of volunteers made
this possible. Hats off to everyone who made our second
year with COVID a productive one!
☺

Teacher Linda
Batt says, “Girls
go left and boys,
right.” Or is it
the other way?
Regardless, children love to go to
school in the
Schoolhouse.
We are lucky to
have willing
schoolmarms.
St. Lawrence Power & Equipment Museum

