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Mon. Sept. 16, 
BOARD MEET-
ING, 5:30 pm.  
 
Sat., Sept. 21, 
SLC Chamber of 
Commerce 
CRAFT, FOOD, 
& WINE OPEN 
AIR MARKET. 
 
Sat., Sept 28, 
OPEN HOUSE, 
10:00 to 2:00. 
  
Sat., Oct. 5, US 
MILITARY 
TIME LINE 
MEET, 10:00 to 
2:00. 
 
Sat., Oct. 5,  
KIDS PUMPKIN 
PATCH PARTY, 
12:00 to 3:00. 
 
Sat., Oct. 12, 
OPEN HOUSE, 
10:00 to 2:00. 
 
Mon. Oct. 21, 
BOARD MEET-
ING, 5:30. 
 
Sun., Oct. 27, 
FALL ANNUAL 
MEMBERS 
MEETING. 1:30. 

O n the last day of August, drizzle off and on  and gusty wind was the norm as the 33rd Old Fashioned Harvest 
Days got under way. At least 1,000 came through the gate, 
not including hundreds of youngsters enjoying a free pass. 
Some came early and enjoyed a deluxe breakfast in the 
Pavilion Building. The front field was filled with vintage trac-
tors and farm machines, with a couple major modern ex-
ceptions from Whiteôs Farm Supply in Gouverneur and 
from Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners (SNPartners) of Can-
ton. There was so much going on that a real fan would stay 
two days to see it all. Over 40 buildings offered 45,000  
square feet of covered space on the 20+ acre campus. 
Several visitors commented that there sure was more to 
see than just power and equipment stuff. The horse pulls 
went well on Saturday, but the wind and rain uncovered the 
tractor track, and  mud canceled the Sunday  event. Some 
visitors failed to wander beyond the Pavilion and its food. 
But there were vendors, tractors, exhibitors, and the 
Goolden Farm to be seen, not to mention the Carriage Barn 
or the chance to make cider and see the Bantam chickens 
and animals in the White Barn. There was the womenôs 
skillet toss,  kidsô pedal tractor pulls and races, and voting 
for the best looking chicken. A Blackstone grill and $500 gift 
card to C&M Beef were raffled. Visitors enjoyed a monster 
breakfast, full grill, tons of ice cream, BBQ chicken plates 
on Sunday,  and pizza. At 3:00 pm on Sunday, a gale with 
heavy rain blew in. Time to fold tents and head home.                                            

O n July 27-28, a beautiful green campus with blue skies 
above welcomed visitors to the 4th Civil War Weekend 

presented at the Museum. Fort Tribute and the surrounding 
encampments and parade grounds bustled with 150 soldiers 
in blue and gray uniforms. The cool morning saw dishes from 
breakfast being cleaned, tents put in order, and troops lining 
up for drill. Visitors arrived and toured the camps and Fort. At 
the hospital, visitors were taught modern surgery and studied 
the amazing collection of curative and surgical equipment  on 
display. Demonstrations of period cooking were taught in the 
Fort. All day, programs were presented in the big tent erected 
in front of the Log Cabin. Linda Russell was back from NY 
City to play her hammer dulcimer and sing songs of the war 
era. Ken Friedel  spoke about the importance of railroads dur-
ing the war. Later, visitors listened to war correspondent 
George Townsend interview General Grant on the eve of his 
victory at City Point in Virginia. In the warm afternoon, a wom-
enôs fashion show exhibited everything a lady needed to be 
suitably clothed, while young people donned uniforms and fell 
in for a muster drill. The last tent program addressed the mis-
ery of the prison camp at Elmira, NY. Each day, the programs 
closed with a skirmish between the opposing camps. The brit-
tle sound of muskets and the thundering canons created 
shocking sounds with acres of smoke from the burning black 
powder. See the photo above and on page 2. cover-

Featured in the tractor display was the Big X 
880 Krone forage harvester provided by 
Whiteôs Farm Supply, Gouverneur. 

Many of the photos this issue 
were taken by Dennis Barr of 
Two Guys and a Camera . 
Thanks also to  Roger Austin,  
Alie Rivers, and Scott Wilson. 

Chopping corn during Old Fashioned 
Harvest Days 2024. Enough standing 
corn is left for the corn maze at the Kids 
Pumpkin Patch Party October 5th. 

The thunder and smoke of the first  artil-
lery shot at the battle reenactment shook 
the ground and startled visitors. 
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Civil War Reenactment Weekend 

Lt. Col. Scott Wilson inspects the troops prior 
to deploying into battle. 

Signing up for 90-day 
enlistment before the 
Childrenôs Muster. 

Instruction on the manual of arms by Corporal 
Miller and Privates Shaw and Wingler at the Chil-
drenôs Muster. 

Major Rob McLaughlin, Chaplain of the 
9th Battalion conducts a period church ser-
vice for the troops in the Nevin Church. 

A reenactor plays the violin to 
soothe the wounded at the fortôs 
hospital. 

A 3-inch ordnance rifle cannon 
owned by Scott Wilson sits as a silent 
sentinel on the battlefield just prior 
to battle reenactment. 

Museum member and donor Judy Sharpe Sitter-
ley (center), who financially assisted in the pur-
chase of the Fortôs new Rucker ambulance in 
memory of her husband Dick Sitterley, stopped 
by the Civil War weekend to see the new ambu-
lance.  Shown with her is (l-r) Charlie Tracey, 
Scott Wilson, Judy, and surgeons Bob Tillson 
and Wayne Waite who oversees the hospital.  

Special presentations were offered 
throughout the days: music, railroad 
history, and fashion show among others. 

Modern cameras and Civil War smoke pro-
vide a strange image as the afternoonôs bat-
tles ensued. Sound is needed to make it com-
plete. 

Wagon rides and several Civil War 
era buildings were open during the 
weekend. The Log Cabin, School-
house, Heritage Fibers, Carriage 
Barn, Nevin Church, and Blacksmith 

Shop took in visitors. Snacks were 
available for the hungry. The 

reenactors enjoy coming to the Museum. 
Most arrive Friday night. They are provid-
ed hot showers, free ice, and plenty of 
firewood and straw. Breakfast rations are 
there for them to cook both days. On 
Saturday night a big meal was provided 
in the Open Pavilion. Our objective is to 
make the reenactors as pleased to be 
there as our visitors. 
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OLD FASHIONED HARVEST DAYS - MANY ACTIVITIES 
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The ice cream corner was very popular. Bob OôMarah and Ted Ritzko nearly 
have the linotype machine running! 

Volunteers from the Madrid Fire Depart-
ment grilled chicken on Sunday. 

Tractor parades were held each day, 
featuring several dozen models. 

The sawmillers used their spare time to 
get some of the old power units running. 

Many hands make work lite (but legs do 

get tired). 

Bob Tracy and Paul Pryce have been 
working on the machines and displays 
in the Wood Shop, and they look great. 

The Circular Sawmill made lumber which 
will be used in future construction. 

Bob Tracy, Steve Heulett, Paul Moore, Leon 
Cline, and Dave Hebert make shingles for the 
Vertical Sawmill roof. 

Lee Williams brought his Baker fan. In 
early tractor days, the horse power of  
their small engines could be deter-
mined. Google its use and limitations. 

The popular Steelinô Country and Adi-
rondack Cowboys Band drew a good 
crowd Sunday in the Tractor Barn. 
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More Activities During Old Fashioned Harvest Days  

Braving a drizzle, the vendor sells dec-
orative wall plaques. 

Several vendors came to the Show. This 
one sold welded old iron sculptures. 

This vendor has her own attic treasures. 
Note the vintage yarn winder for sale.. 

The old cow parlor in the White Barn had 
animals and more room for live exhibits. Young visitors find the WWII-era Farm 

House kitchen different from theirs. 
Visitors ask, ñWhere does the milk 
come from? Where does it go?ò 

Volunteers resting after a busy day 
at Attic Treasures in the Pavilion. 

Fort Tribute was open during the Fall 
Show. Its leaders get ready for visitors. 

Hugh and Sally Newton, Mark Davis, 
Edith Holt, Spenser Farr, Rodney Fefee, 
and Randy Merritt sold maple products at 
the Sugar House. 

Canôt have too many photos of the kitchen. 

Liam Sheppard provided an extra 4 seats to 
shuttle visitors around the Fall Show. 

Big Red was voted �+�D�Q�G�V�R�P�H�V�W��
�&�K�L�F�N�H�Q�� at the Goolden Farm 


